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NAMDHARIS BLOVR WITH CANNONS

Alier ten Namdhans had been sent to the gatlows for
trying to forably stop cow laughter at Malerhotla matters
came to a head in January 1872 when a batch of hundred
Namdhans resolved to capture the state armoury

They made a bold antempt 1o capiure the Nawab s srea
sury but were repulsed  The botwal of the city and seven
other soldiers were k lled 1 action  The Namdharis fost
seven of their companions and  seeing_futtle hope of success
decided to withdraw from the tova The Deputy Commis
sioner of Ludh ana 3Mr £, Cowan sent for milnary axd and
also requested Pat ala Nabha and Jind state  for assistance
M anume the pa ty of Namdhans had been arrested by Naib
Nazim of Amargarh  Sixty eight of them  ncluding two
women were produced before Mr Cowan at Malerkotla
The two women were handed over 10 Fat ala troops 3
rest of the prisoners were order d by Mr Cowan to be blown
away from the mouths of without any Bl of
atral and 10 contravention of the arders of hus superior
Mr Forsyth Commussioner Ambala  In batches the Nam
dhans were led to the mouths of the cannons and blasted
off  As the last batch was being tied to the guns Cowan
recetved an order from Mr Forsyth to send the prisoners for
tnal  But as Cowan wrote I handed over the Jetter to
Col  Perkins with the remarks that 1t would be impossible
1o stay the execution of the men already tied to the guny
So they 1 ere all blown away except the fifieth 1 ho was
courageous enou, h to free himself from the guards attacked
Deputy Commissioner and was cut to picces by the natwve
troops  On the following day Mr Forsyth reached Maler
kotfa and nov only approved the summary execut ons of
My Cowan butalso humsell summanly tried the remaming
16 Namdharis and sentenced them to death

Lamentable Indiseret on The brutal executions sent a
wase of ind gnation throughout India  An enquiry was held
into the actions of Cowan and Forsyth  The report by
Seeretary to  Government  Punpb  confirmed  that
Mr Co ans action was marked by “undisciphned presump-
tion and unmeasured seventy Government of India con
cluded that  The course followed by \r Gowan was sllegat
1t was not palhated by any public necessity and 1 as charac
tersed by inadents whieh gave 1t a camplexion of barbarnty

—The Ad arce



Rajastban’s Chief Minster’s Message

Congratulations for undertaling to bring out a book on tle
marlyrs of India The new India wrll be judged by the way tnwhich
she uses her freedom V4 e must profit by the lessons of the past
The example of martyrs who laid do en thesr lices in freedom’s cause
should tnsprre uc for all ime If the struggle failed, then the causes of
Sarlure should be analysed and we should steer clear of such causes
tn fulure

I8 e have yet a long way Lo traverse to reack {7 at steadiness ord
balance which modern indeprndent rations clasm fo enjoy  The
memory of the marlyrs of 1807 will cerlanly snspire the people of
India Yo sinb ulaleser diffeserces 1y may Feve foday ond resch
abreast loget} er on the path of progress, fpeace ard grospenty

Mohan Lal Sukhadia
July 19, 1927 Chiel’ Minuster, Rajasthan
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Tirst Martyr Jaipal

The enemy- of god Farpal, and hss children and
grand cluldren and nephews were taken prisoners
and being strongly bound with ropes were carried
before the Sultan as evil doers on whose faces the
] Jumes of infidelsty are evident, who are covered with
1 the vapours of musfortune and will be bound and
carrted to Hell  Some had thesr arms forcibly tied
behind thetr bacls some were serzed by the cheek
scme were drwen by blows on the neck The
necklace was taken off the neck of Fapal The
Sultan directed that the polluted nfidel Fmpal
| should be paraded about so that ks sons and
chuftatns might see him an that condition of shame
bonds and disgrace and that the fear of Islam might
fly abroad through the country of the infidels

Unable to bear this msult Jarpal threw hamself
1o a flaming pyre and put an end to his life as

soon as ke could
Tarikh 1-Yammnx

Pyl G e e Gl i AT o e il i i i




CIIAPTER I

Lest we forget

There 1s no history . the world which 1s more repl te
with examples of youthful martyrdom than the history of
India  On the battlefield 1t 1 true, the heroes of many
nations have made saenfice  of 1 glorious charcter but for
mdividual martyrdoms for great cau cs by youngmen, hall
we 1y boys, 1t s to Indin that one should turn Which
country can boast of havin,, produced 1 boy of more indom
table coutage, endurance and spint of sacrifice than that
young hero Prahiad Bhagat who suffered persecution 4t the
hands of lus own misgwmided father—a hang whe pretended to
be greater than God

The saerifice of the great tiaqugat for personal convic
tions s stll unnvalled i the iastory of the wosld It was
agun Indi that presented to the world a spectacle of two
Iittl boys barely mn ther teens voluntinly  permutting them
selves to be buried alive rather than change their convictions
or principles  Fhey were the brave sons of the great hero
Guru Gobind Singh  the greatest martyr of Indin Banda
Bahadur 1nd thousands of the brave followers of the Guru
pambled with thawe iy <an the tradition of Rayyputs The
ustrious name  of Prath 1 Rop Pudmany, Rana Pratp,
Shimp, Ram Talthhm b, Nans Salab bahdJu- Stah
Iatvi Tope ind other hetors of the 1wo7 r afnaleper
dence wall 2l - shane ~s stus o3 the goliteal b e of
Indhy  The story of the 1cif ¢ of Neern, drurhter of
Nana Salub s 1 memo 1l of Bats 1 brutality

Wiho will not be p ond of Fhuh Kun Satyen,
hoartar Sinelt Sarabbv sl iy the rteeny mbirscal walls
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1o sce mother India fiee » Thousand of youngmen and
young wouen from Bearal Punpb Uttar Pradesh  and out
former Frontier Province sacrificed the fives at the altarof
freedom  Revolutionary heracs like Netap Subhas Chandrz
Bose Rash Behan Bo ¢ Chandra Shekhar Azad  Sachw
Nath Sanyal Jogesh Chaerjee Bhagat Singh Prithvs Smgh
hhankhoje and thousands of heyoes of the Azad Hind Fau
the Indian Navy the Babar Alaks the brave Poatl nns
heroes of homagata Maruy H jih Chittagong and Peshas
nustured the tree of fr edom wath their blood  The story @
blood hath inthe Frontier 10 1930 15 an eternal inbute
the brave Pathans who suffeved so cheerfully sa the cwsew
our freedom Assam Bihor Andhea U P M P alt contr bu
thesr quota of martyrs s thi struggle U P played

Wustrious roll ap 3857 and 1947
Al states of hda contribuied thor quota of freed

fighters but the Punjab and the Frontier which for cc

faced the forergn mvanions naturally produced the
numbes of martyrs for ten centunes A verylarge numb
of patniots and soldiers of humamty acpbced themsely
Guru Tegh bahadur thesons of Gury Govind Stagh who were
built 160 5 will alive Guru Aryundev who was rosted and
boiled to death Bhar Mannngh who was saued 10 deatt
1he 66 bra & Namdhatr Sikhs » ho were blasied by tann
others who were speared and lynched i thausands by the
foreign rulers out to crush the national movements  Mary
sthees hssed the rope of the gallos s Libe Sardar Bhaat
Swngh hartor Sia h Szrabha and ther noble eollen ues
Pungsts produced heroes bke Madanlal Db ngra and Udham
Singh v ho aven_ed Indi s honour in the enemy 3 ctadel—
Londen Lagpat Rar Aptangh Har Djal Amw Chand
Baimokand Roahmat Rhan Jawat Ram Ram Changdrs St
Amba Eershiad were brave sons of the Punjalr  There rere
othess bke Sardar Sewasingh Thikar wala «ho were made 10
wiler 2 ay on the tocks or belind prison bars  Many
more including the heroes of the Ghadar movement §ke
Sardar Bakhshush singh Gillwaty Harnam sigh Bhta Gorey!
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Jhgatsingh Sursinghwala, Vishnu Ganesh Pingle, Suramsingh
Gilwali were subjected to bruta! and hair raising tortures and
death

These heroes never commatted any conspiracy, but they
were tried under the then existing Inws and hanged  These
heroes 2lso included Sardar Birsingh Bahuwal, Sardar Ishar
Singh Dhudike, Rangasingh Khurdpur, Rursingh Talwands
Dosangh, Uttamsmgh Hans, Doctor Mathura Singh, Sher
Nama Tatchgarh Hafiz Abdullah Jagraon, Rursingh Sang
wal, Sardr Harnamsingh Rabri, Shri Chhaliaram Sabhne
wl, Sardar Whsawasingh Wara, Sardar Naransingh Balo,
Sardar Niranjansingh Sangatpura, Sardar Palasingh Sher-
pury, Sardar Jawandsingh Nangal, Banta Singh Sangwal,
Buthsingh Akalgarh and Pandit Sohanlal Pathal of Patta
The Babar Alalt movement was equallv revolutionary in
chartcter and claimed hundreds of heroic martyrs

There were countless men and women known and unkn
own who Iud down their hives for the sake of the motherland
They preferred death to budging an inch with ignomuny from
therr foyalty to Indin The Punpb alio made 4 proud
contribution to the I N A The names of general \Mohan
Singh, Shahnawaz, Prem Schgal and Dhillon were houschold
nunes 1n ladinin 1916 Thowsands of silewt soldiers of
Netap lie burnied in the battle fielde of Kohima, Mampur
and Burma border Tt s they who gase us the national
victory elogan JAT HIND by their «enfices for 1hinds
freedom

To 2l such unknown warniors Indin fealntes 1011y and
exrends her respectful homage on th 100 th anmiver ary of
the 1857 Whr of Indeprndence

Foae Iave the Martvs of Ind
10th \f~y 1057 Chnan Tal

——— s —



CHAPTER 11

NATIONAL HEP OES—THEIR INSPIRING DEEDS
RANA PRATAP
PPINCE ANMONG PATRIOTS
WHO \L\ER ACCEPTLD DLFEAT /
HE FIRI'D FIRST SHOT
MANGA! PANDEY PIONLELP OF 1857
BATIADURSHAH PPESCNTED PRINCES HLADS
PROUD OF MY SON\S SACRIFICE
LITE SENTENCE FOR SHOUTING BANDE MATR WM
KRUMAR SINGH HERO OF BIHAR
HIS LAST OFTLRING TO CA\NCHA
GENEr OUS LARHSHMIBAI-ENDY 5 TPIBUTE
AMADAN LAL DHINGI A PIONEER REVOLUTIONVARY
HIS MFSSAGE I'RON THL GALLOWS
BENGAL S BRANVEST DAUGHTER
DIED WITH ILAG IN HAND
TP AITOR SHOT I\ JAIL MARTYRS AT 11 15
WLEP NOT D P{ OUD OF THLM
OUDH BEHARI 8 LAST WISH
NO PLACE LUT PEVOLUTION
HE LAUGHTD \T DI ATH
BALMOAAND S M\RTY! DOV(
WITE DIED \ SATI
PATRIOTIC GARHWALI SOI DILRS
NITAJIS % TIROPHECY



CHAPTER 17
NATIONAL HEROLS—THEIR INSPIRING DELDS

THE INSPIRING DEIDS OFOUR NATIONAL HEROTS
ARL OUR PROUDIST NATIONAL TRTASURT

Rana Pratap

The listory of Ryputinn 1s 2 fascnting studs, 1t
abounds in the unusual, the romantic and the chivalrous
With an  whospitable  land  as ther backgronnd, the
Rayputs—Sisodins and Rathors kachhy ahas and  Bhats,
Cholins and Pramars—rased up 2 building which gathered
around and 1n 1t all that was noble  Many have been the
plgrim who were attracted to 1t, but the corner which has
been buslt by the dougl ty deeds of the St odins has hnd the
Irgest amount of homage  And there the niche in which
Rana Piatap stands has become the hohest of the holy
He stand  for 2l that s usually ascociited wath that
romantic word, Rajput, and more If courage was the
cistingm hang badge of the Roygputs, Pratap d more than
tus share of 1, f unflinching resolution and indomitable
will ever mnde 1 licroof 1 man Pratap was one  Ifever
A mn fought aganst fearful adds ard pulled through them,
itwashe  Nenhove shrunt back from the very thought
of qdveraity Rana Pratap 2 proce among men, an ated at
Comfort and luxury have been hugred by thousaands of ths
world  hrroes Pratap  co nedthem when they had to be
bought At the ent of Il independence  Persin and
Inelud, Baghdad and Arabin felt honoured in endirg
co thh cmbassies to the court of the Great Mool but
Pratap v o content with <«endin, his word of defiance
And the rewlt > “There 15 not 1 p s an the Alpine
Aravalli that it oy <anctfi d by syne de 1ol Uratap  ome
brtlant victors or mo ¢ phrion ¢ vt Cenertio sef
fogputs bave svorn by hisn meand vedeed with vlun
he made cvery cotner «F the Mu bl lmte nn Wh I
A 1 ht it vt have Len Prataty 7 o1t the pp bt ™
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Akbar ! Wherever his language s spoken Pratapsisa
name to rouse the disheartened  But why Rajputs alone?
In the collective memory of the Hindus he has got a place
along vith Shivayi and Ranjit Singh  and along with them
he proved that not even centuries of Mohammadan domina
tion could kill the spir t out of a proud race

Maharana Pratap occupies a very high place in the
galaxy of the ¥ ndu leaders ho naugurated a reaction
against Musltm domination in India  For centuries the
Hindus had submitted to therr Mushm masters  Here and
there solated  ase had oceu red where a humbhaara
Sanga had stood out from 1meng h1 feliow men and defied
the powers that be  The Rajput submiss on to the imperial
sway from Delhi had often been spasmodic It has been
customary to count Pratap soncof that band of hardy
warnors who went on fighung agunst hetvy odds rather
than own 2 master  Pratap rather belonged—we should
rather say he was the pre ursor of—to the series that
produced Shi ji 1n the Deccan and Ranyt Singh in the
Punpab  He not only opposed Akbars design in Mewar
he organised opposit on thereto  Unlike the nsual run of
Rajput princes he was always most happy not i evading
the Mughal mvad rs but 1n building conlitions to stem
the tide of Mughal c~nquet in Ryyputann At one time
or another he umted rcund tis person the fierce Deoras
of Sarols the braven battle Rvbar  the ruler of Idar
the princes of Don,arpur the Hadas of Bundi and the
Chohans of Ranthambor As soon as one coaliion was
dead he would buld up another and continue flinging
defiance at the Mu hals  And 1n brnging, these what
had Iutherto been  hetero eneous elements together he
v ould not som times spa ¢ himsell Rao Surtan Deora
had expelled lus nom nee from Saroln but rather than
stand on ceremony 3 uth hun and vo  1n eternal enmaty
for this petty cavse he invited lus co operation nd had
himasan ailyin hi vars agunst the imperinl powers!
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Ro Maldev of Jodhpur and Rana Udai Singh had been
enenues in therr dnys and nothing would have plea ed an
old orthodoyx Rayput better than to carry on the famuly feud
and weahen his own power into the bargam  Yet when
Rao Chander Sen, Rao Maldves son and successor,
appearcd at Kumbhalgarh to congratulite Pratap on his
succession, the Maharana forgot all carly quarrels and the
two remamed close alhies t1ll the former’s death in 1581
But more thin anything clse, he must be honoured for
beginning that system of wafare for which credit has
hitherto gone to Shivap and the Maharauas alone  The
caste systeman Indin threw the burden of defending the
country on the Rajputs’ shoulders nd the Rajputs tried
rather to fight and dic on 1 Dbattleficld than orgamize any
large scale operations  Pratap followed the Ryput trads
tion to the estent of fighting 1 pitched battle where 1t
could not be avoided But he debghted most in leading
the Mughals 1 dog’s life, harassing them on all possible
occasions, yet, in  fighung and running away, so that he
could fight 1nother day Tt was this system of guernilla
warfare which was the backbone of Pratips resistance to
the Mughals  Tlus degraded  the Mughal invasions to,
what they Iater came to be agunst the Mahmittas, the
uscless tash of bewung the waves  The waters parted as
the stich came, but no sooner was it gone than did they
unite agun

He did not only maugurate this system of warfire but
cuned at through s well successfulls Invade 3t as they
would, the impenal armues never succeeded 1 mabing them
selves masters of Mewar  They could overrun the country
but could never conquer at

The success of lus methods 1 apparent frum tne fict
that Fe succeeded 10 winming bacl ANMewar even agunst
Albar  Sangi was sreat but Pratap 1iust be considered
greater 1)l who <ucceeded an heeprnp the name of lhw ,

=
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Swisodias unsullied 1 ho tau.ht the Fajputs that it was as
herowe to fight and run away if one could succeed
ultimately thereby  as to £ ht and die on the battlefield
who organ zed coalition afier coahti n thus teaching the
R jputs the lesson of unity n v hich they so much 1 cked
Wien M n 8 gh and Bk _wan Da  Kalywn Mal and
Ia Sir h Jagmal and Duda accepted service under Akbar
1ratap vowed ternal opposition and kept his v ord wi ning
re pect from B s oppor ents an the process

Bt nevethet s Irtap vasno fot I te stoed
out ag wmsttl Mugtal | lated them co dinlly as the
volators of s ou try 1t ties DButth t asall The
werso allonotr fh ¢ mis vas as sfe atish ndsas
in thir ovn Wi n \mmt § h reowed 0 ptunng
Abdu I Ym | n le sl rply rp mndd lun and
sentth nb L thalll nu Whae a uglt attak on
Mar Singt v uld have mad slort vok of that Raeth
wala anbto s Iratap Singh would have none of it
VWele rofno ¢ ueles p ctised by his orders on any one
s ho bappened 1o h ve the m sfortune of being born into a
religion diffenin, Tomis ovn And so [ryv1s he from
depend:t g on an app al to rehigion alone in s determina
tion to heep s fe tt liberty of his motherland th t he was
beto cad Musl m commarde s and Mushm soldiers even
agamst \kb rs myht

He pracused the Rajput art of Fospitality to the full
Who oc er i hed to the Sisodia court deserted by fortune
and ha d pre ed by the Mu hals fou d a s elcome 1ome
}re Mooy ajomee Ram Shah of Gv Lir the most
prem ¢t non doan fuida coore of1 ey nhlum

Apreatg wal  briyevar or a uciesful organizer
apn ccamen me agenerous fo | rataps name s sure
to be honoured + hicrever 1] ese virtu s are respected

{ 1 rofessor Sr1 Ram Slarma)



HC TIRED TIRST SHOT
SHAHLED MANGAL PANDAY

The 19th regiment being stationed 1t Barrackpore,
Vizier Ah Nalklu Khan who stayed near Calcutta had
bound the whole regiment by oaths in favour of the Revolu
tion  Somc comprnies of this regim at had been sent to
the men of the 19th, and these had brought over the whole
of that regiment to the national cause  The Erglsh had
no notion of this 1nd decided to force the cartridges first on
the 19th regiment as an cvpeniment  But the regument
openly refused to accept them and made plamn thar deter-
mination even to draw  thar swords, if necessary  Seeing
this, the Loghsh, in pursuance of their policy, began to put
down the ‘nmatnes™ DBut the Lnglsh officers soon saw
that they were not the natnes’ of past days  The
clashing of swords soon convinced them of that But they
had quietly to pocket this in ult, because, in the whole
province, they had no white troops with which to overane
the Sepoys  To remove this difficulty, an Loghsh regiment
was ordered from Burma to Caleutta in the beginning of
March  The order went forth that the 15th regiment was
to be disarmed and disbanded It was decrded to execute
this order 1t Barrachpore !

But the Barriclpore regimrnt was not going to see
quietly the spectacle of 1ts countrymen being dishonoured
The sword of Mangal Panday poutinely refused to rest inats
cibbard  Lhe odth rejiment wanted 1o leave the Com
pimy’s service quite s much as the 19th Henee all
patniots thou,htat was best that the Company at ¢lf s~
banded the 19th  The wier leaders coun clled pitience
for onc month unul ll were comulted  And letters had
already been sent fiom Baried pore to vanous ieiments
to fix the siunalday But Man it Puadav s wword would
not wut !
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Mangal Panday was a bralmon by buth He took
up the duties of a hshatriya and was a vahanl young
soldier  Into  the heart of this young and brihast
Brabmis  ho loved lus rebigion more than s hfe and
vho was pure i s pavate hic and undauated m battle
the idea of the frerdom of his country had entered and
clectnfied his blood Hov could hs sword be pauent?
“Thesvords of m styrs never are » The crown of martyr
dom shines only on the head of those who regardless of
success or failure  bathe therr cheristed ideals wuh ther
hot blood But from this apparently useless waste of
blood does ] e sacred image of v ctory spring forth  The
sdea that hu brethren  ere gomg to be insulted before lim
fired Mangal Panday s heart and he began to msse that
hs own regment hould rse on that vesy day  When
he heard that the lead rs of the Org msaton would nat
consent to by plan tle young mans spnt became uncon
trollable  nd he at once snatched and lo ded hus gun
and jumped on the p rade ground shouting  ‘Ruse! ye
brethren nse ! Why do y u hold back  brethren ¥ Come
and nse I bad you iy the oath of your rehgon!
Come let us nise and attack the treacherous enemies
{ r the sake of our freedom  Wath such words be called
upon his fellov saldiers to follov him  When S rgeant
major Huphsan sa v this he ordered the Sepoys to a rest
Mangal  Panday But  the traitor Sepoys whom the
Enluh hd ten 1ed to count upon upta now were
nowhere 10 b found  Not only dd no Sepey moveto
arrest Panday at the oriers of the offft ¢ but a bullet
{rom Pa day klied the otheer and hs corpse roffed on
thegrosnd  Jus ¢ ths tme Licutenant Baugh came
npon th scere Whie lss horse v as pan ng forth on
theparal anmt rtaller fom P nday strack de Yosse
and brought bath th horse nd e nder to the grou d
Whiefand y as | din lusgun agam  the officer £t
upandaned } sy st ] at Panday but tte | tter unds
mayed drew out hs soord  Baugh fred but mased bis
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mark , he then drew his sword , but before he could use
1t Panday struck him down rolling again  While another
white man was charging Pand1y, 2 Sepoy smashed his
head with the barrel of hus gun, and 4 shout arose from
among all the Sepoys, “Do not touch Mangal Panday "'
Immedintely, Colonel Wheeler came and ordered Mangal
Panday’s arrest  Another shout arose, “We would not
even touch the hr of this sacred Brahmin ”  The Colonel,
on eeing the blood of Lnglishmen flowing and the Sepoys
m such 1 mood, speechiy retreated to the bungalow of
the general On the parade Mangal Panday continued
waving fus hands full of blood 1n the ~ur, <houting tre-
mendously 21l the time, “Rise ! Brethren, nse!'’' When
Generat Hearsey heard this, he tooh some Luropean sol
dicrs and rode hastly towards Panday  Seemng that he
would soon fall into the hands of Teringlus and preferring
denth to falling into the hands of the enemy, Mangal
Panday turned the gun towards s own breast, and m
medintely  Ius saered body liy wounded on the parade
ground  The wounded voung <oldier was taken to the
hospital, and the Pnalish officers returned to their tents
amazed at the bravery of this Sepay  This was on the

29th of March, 1857
Mangil Panday was then tried before 1 court martinl

Duning the mqury, attempts were mide to compel
him to reveal the nime  of other conspiritors But
the «ahiant youth bluntly refused to do <o e also
sud thathe had no personal mabiee agunst the oflicers
whom he shot  If there hrd been any per onal malice,
Mangal Pandu s nam~ v ol hwe bren in the hist of
assans and not of martves . Bu Man al Panday s bewe
dead was done throwh devotion to 2 lush and noble
prnciple  ITie sword came out of 1ts «cabbard to defend
s country and rehgion, “thunling alike of wvictory wnd
defent,'” s the Bhagaat Citn enjoine e came out with
the firm resolution to die rather than face the ansule to
e country and relicton  In thin Ins bold attempt, las
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Bravery as 1 ell as s patriotism are sworthy of the highest
prase  He wis condemned ta bhe hanged  The Bth of
April was the diy fi ed for the ex cution ‘Whatever
mght be tte inspiing splendour i the actual blood of
martyrs the very namies of mastirs 1aspere us with noble
sentiments U What then must be the power of the martyr
over those wlc belie ed 10 hm when he was before tfent
mfle h and blood rendy to undergo martyrdom ® Itis
po wonder that a divine o ¢ for Jum inspired all those
wha saw M ngal Panday  Not even 2 low cinss man
conld be fowd » e vhele of Parrackpore 10 act as
executoner ¥ At Jat fa v hanpmen had to be brought
from Coleuttn to do the dorty work ' Mangal Panday
vay corred to the scalfold «n the marmng of the 8ith
surropnded by soldiers  He walted  sth 4 stewdy step
through the ranks and ascend 1 the scaffold  While &
repeated anee more that he wll never pve out the n mes
of any of the con pirator  thr noo e dropped 1nd e
glorou  soul of Mangal Panday left the body ard «ent
to Hea en?

Tt astefrst bLirm hof the Revolut omary War
andso ied th firtma tirof 18 7 We alwws ovght to
remember v th pride 1 otr hewrt iz name of Ifangal
Pandas shoetl oods vsthe o reeof themer of martee
dom  The seed of fre dom that had lern vn for tfe
three ye rsantmore v as £rst atered wath ot blood from
the bods of \lwngal Parday  Wlen the time comes to get

tscrop letwsmot forget vl frt toldhy ¢ me forunrd 1o
naurt & e

Man af Pand v sgone Tur Jus spnt s pread all
over Hndu than and the principle for « hach he fou
has become imnontal t He pave not onf Ing bloed bn
his sacted name 1l 10 the Revolution! It has become
a mekaame £ N thote v ho fuslt fir relgon and
countrysn the « v f IL,741 m fuenis and [ es alke



called by the appellation of “Panday "t Let every mother
teach her son the story of this hero with pride ®

Bahadurshah— Proud Father

When Delht was recaptured by the Brush the British
general despite 1 pledge to safeguard the hfe of two sons of
Bahadurshah hanged them and presented their heads on 2
covered plate saying “The Briush Government have <ent
your pension which was dy continued <ometime 1go’  The
Empero- though 1aturally moved by the treachery and
cruelty of British general sud in a1l royal dignity —men of
honour 1nd tradition give birth to children for such a dw

The British beast was ashamed to witness the courage
and pride of Bahadurshah

Life sentence for Bandematram

Today our lenders sing <ongs of common wenlth tics
and British friendstup  Let us not forget thev sentenced
our youngmen to lfe transportation for shouting Bande
matram (I bow to the mother) One Madan Lal 1 12 years
old boy of Gujrat w1s seatenced to life imprt onment, 1
Rawalpindi bov of ten sears was sentenced to seven years
m Delin Reformatory ( which then used to breed boy
crimnale )

Herc s 4 record from my  sceap book which gives the
story of 1 brue <outh Indian sentenced to Iife transportation
for shouting Bandematram  This 1 from 1 speech by 2
leader 1t the chnctening of 1 <lup to commemorate the
name of this brave youngman, Cladambaram Pallny

“Chidambarim Pillay wasone with whom T had the
honour ard plereure of very clo e awociition Ay s

1 Thepamebasbeconen reed ns bodinm o1 the rel T
Sepava thron hout Inl v —Charlen Pal}
Thas mane v st onmin T tle Sep v rorralh 1oan eall 4
I e =1 dRoYerna ko v v 17
2 Saarkar s Waref Ir hanIe? porlerce
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spirst bless our enterpuse today  This vessel shall bear by
famous name I can imagine him fookng on now at this
function and 1t me with s lawge eyes full of tears of
Joy not  unmiced h  generos  amwement  The
house of Harvey and the prople that ran the B [ § N
Company laoked upan Chdimb cam Pillay az a teenble
enemy and got hm trie 1€ rsed tion and sentenced to trans
portation for tfe The judgment was re d all over Indw
with wd gavtion and horwear  The High Court reduced
the seatence to s X years  mprt onment  His offence was
that he m de the peopl of Tutconia shy Bande Mataram
This v 18 40 years go

Rumarsingh ¢ Offering to Ganga

At M nohar Rumar 8 ngl s lorcessufTered defeat  losing
Also many elepl nts and amm n von wnd food supphes Bt
humarS;m P shert wd U rem ned as mu b uncon
quer ¢ and uncong rerable s ever T'or no s oner he nw
the 1gas of 2 evu hing defeat than he put wte execution
the same tactics th t1e fad htherto leen pursung  He
di ded hs troops mto sm 1 bands tnd s exch d uson
effected ts retreat from tle fJoun 1attle field by 1 different
route the pr 1t of the enemy \as frustsated  humar
1nd g 20 the captun of the different Vands defimie
msteuctions to mest at & pre arranged plice at o fixed
hour andlo te the tow struck humar$ ghs forces
had come to ett ¢ and v re rady for thewr march  Ths
placevlere ey met 11 0 ¢ mpletely Idlen from the
enemy that the  setoy of the Pnlish o alogether
barren of any resuh t so the Do hish commender }ad
1o sop at the 3l e of M nolar tself 1o ueenam the
1 heretbosns of K m r8in he rmv s hile hum ¢ Singh



and his forces were all the while marchin, neirer and
ncarer to the banks of the Ganges !

Nearer and ncarer to the banls of the Ganges' Nay
now, he has won the ternble race and actunlly reached
the banks of the Ganges The Englsh forces were also
close upon his rear  But s s forces were now greatly
reduced, he decided that 1t was not wise to fight the enemy
and so he now pursued quite different tacues He spread
a rumour all over the province that, owing to the <carcity
of boats, Ius forces were going to cross the Ganges on
the backs of clephants somewhere near a place called
Bahla  The Lnghsh <couts brought the news to the
general who must have felt trumphant of the efficency
of hus intelligence department ! How can now this rebel
chiel succeed 10 crossing, the Ganges when my scouts have
enabled me to know the exact place where he intends to
cross the niver >—He 1s doomed to be drowned along with
his elephants'  So, the Bntish general, with his white
forces, went to Bahila and hept himself 1n concealment,
expecting, every moment to pounce upon the unwickdy
clephants of humnr Singh as soon as they would appear
Brave soldiers ' Lnjoyin, all the while the sweet pros
pects of success, concenl yoursehves near Bahila ull the
looked for enemy comes! There, seven miles below this
svery spot, 15 Rumar Singh actually crossing the river
Ganges ' Having duped the English by the story of the
clephants and Bahly, the Rajr got toether as many boats
1s he wanted and, from the Ghat of Shivapur, he began
to <ro s the sacred Bhamirwthn at night The duped foe,
awaked to this fact, got  extremely arntated and, burnedly
marching from Balihy reached Shivapur and even succeed
ed i captuting 1 boat belonping to the Raji—but thw
was the It boat! The who'e army had alreads beren
sent on the other side ind in A minute o two the chieftun
too, having supervted the crasang of the mmy, would
have crawsed the mver el But ot T Wihat o

o
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calamty this one moment has broight with at' I hie
Ui hero of the nation the pnde of chialy the sword of
Liberty — Ran Kima St gh was n the mddle of the
stream a  bullet shot fom the ¢ ems gins entered his
wnst ! But oldas he was the oclo enanian leader did ot
mind it at all! And uwhen ampualion was deemed
necessary  uith hus oun  Jand — the hand that wvaes 1ol
wou ded—Fumar Singh unshe thed hus  swod  lopped  of
the wounded am at the elbow  nd threw w nlo the
sacred  Ganges s ying Accept  thou Mother this last
sactfee of a lomt som!

Thou,h nnumerable are tl e people v ho have addressed
the Ganges as Mother 1t 13 humar—this b ve son of
G ng and suchashe th t make the motherhood of the
sacr d Ganges fruitf 1 and glorous A the poet says
wnumerable are the stars ttat are i thesky but ata
the moon alone that adorns 1t and makes 1t lavely !

After offertng this sacrifice to the Motler Ganges thus
dsstingut hed son succeeded 1 crossing the niver without
further trouble from the English armry  General Douglas
chased humar Smgh vho gave a tough fi ht to the
Britsh at village Naghar  Inspite of lack of guns Rumar
Singh s forces won the battle

1 Wl

Having quished his foc pletely and
the 80 years old chief triumphantly entered again hus Palace
at Jagdishpur on the 23rd of \prsl crowned ath fresh
laurels  Tiss was his last entrance  The wound caused
by the amputation <f Ius hand proved fatal and he died
under the fla  of freedom three days afier victory

Generous Lakhshm bair
Trbute By the Lnemy
Ramy Lakhshmi Bat was not only the best and the
bravest but she was generous to the enemy as 15 evid nt
from the evidence of an Englshman who way guen shelter
by Rani of Jhanst in 1857 war

|

|
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Mr C A hincaud has cleared the existing misconeep-
tions about Ram Lalhshmibar of Jhanst in a paper published
n the Journal of the Royal Asranic Seciely of Great Britain and
Ireland  kancawd <ays

“Born i November, 1835, and lilled in June, 1838,
she w1s not quite twenty three when she fell  She has
been severely treated by Lnglsh histonans, who have
called her murderess, and rebel and mutineer But my
honoured friend the late Rao Bahadur Parasmis has 1n his
Maratht biography of the Qucen insisted that she had
nothing to do with the mas acre of the English

Kincaid relies on a letter wntten on 20th Aprnil, 1889
to Damodar Rao, the Ran1 s adopted son, by 1 Mr Martin
quoted by Mr Parasmis  Mr Marun was alne when
Parasms’ boot was published He somehow escaped
from the massacre, and with another Lnglishman and an
Lnglsh lady was hidden by the queen in her palace and
saved The letter runs

“Your poor mother was very unjustly and cruelly dealt
with, and no one hnows her true case as Tdo The poor
thing tool no part whatever 1n the masswcre of the
Furopean residents of Jhansi an June, 1857 On the con
trary, she supplied them with food for two days after they
had gone into the Fort—got a hund ed matchlock men
from Karrara and sent them to as st us, but after bemng
hept 1 day in the Tort they were ent awiy in the evemng
She then advised Major Steene ind Captamn Gordon to fly
at once to Datun and plice themselves under the protection
of the Raja, but even this they would not do 1nd finally
they were all masticred by our own troops, the police and
the yul establishments ©

Khancud conc'udes hius paper in the following wo ds
“Tlus letter .eems to me to duispote of the charge that #
she wasa murdere s Was he 1 mutineer * Do bee

A
H



she was not euher smicarmy orthe nay Was she &
rebel # This g5 a more ddficult question to apswer
Lakshmibat was born at Benares and was a subject of the
Afoharaza of Benares  She became by marrage 2 subject
of the Rap of Jhany  Unless by lowng her thrane she
became a Drrtsh subject she cannot be called a rebel
1 prefer to think of ber as & young and gallant lady wha
forced by events beyond her control  jowned the Nana
Salub and fell onthe field of honour fighting for a lost
cause  Othees siularly unfortunate have yet receved
theyr peed of prase but she gamed nothing but hatred
and obloquy Sult the great soldier who defeated her
and her all es penned an epitaph thar she would not have
disda ned  Sir H gh Rose wrote mn hys general orders after
her death The best man on the ¢ de of the enemy was the
Rae of Jhanst
Th Mod m R ew
Nov., 1943

Dbingra s Message from the Gallows

When Madanlal Dhingra embraced the gallows on
17¢h August 1999 1n the enemy s home he sad —

M3y LAST WISH IS THAT I SHOULD BL BORN
AGAIN Or THE SAME MOTHER { BHARAT } AND
THAT 1 SHOULD DIE SIMILARLY FOR HER
AGAIN

Dhungras  sh that by bedy be cremated according to
Ihindu rates and no non Hindu should touch his body vas
not granted by the rulers and us body was burned His
wish that b 5 clothes and articles be sold and the money
donated to Navopat Fund« as also rejected by the ruler
The Bssts b clephant thus took rovenge on the body of she
great hero of Hind

"The Danned Statement

Hiss whith was G d and banned was



published by an Insh assistant editor in the Daily news It
read as follows —

I admit the other day 1 attempted to shed Enghsh
blood as an humble revenge for the inhuman hang-
ings and deportations of patriotic Indian youths

I beliese that a nation held in bondage with the
help of foreign bajonets 1s 1n a perpetual state of
war  Since open battle 1s rendered impossible to
1 disarmed race, I attacked by surprised, since the
guns were denied to me, I drew forth my pistol
and fired "

¢“As 1 Hindu T feel that 1 wrong done to my country
15 an msult to God ”

Dhingra declired —
“The war of independence wall continue between
Indin and England so long 1s the Engh<h and
Hindu races lst (if this present unnatural relation
does not cease)

The Police had tahen All precautions to see that the
statement could never be published but Veer Savarkar who
was Dhingea's guru was not only able to get the statement
publishied but 1lso told Dhungra about 1t at the firewelt
meeting 1 Briston jait on July 22

Ireland Honours Dhingra

While Afadanhls father (1 tondy ) denounced him
and his brother wa< made to dicown him at 4 London
meeting, Dhingrasdeed thrilled the entire workl  1lugpe
phicards from In<h papers pud  glowin, tnbutes to
Dhingrr “Irclind honours \fadan I 1l Dhinery who was
proud to Iy down Tus hife for the de of hus country

Mr Blunt Auathor of Sccret Ihitony of Tneb h
OQccupation of Feypt wrote that Dhiner scems to have at
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jast convinced the royal fnends that there 15 somethiog
wrong with th state of India  Prople talk about po]mci\\
assannat ons as defeating 1ts osn end but that 1s nonsence
41 gust the shock needed to convinee selfish rulers that
seifishness bas 31s bots of smprudence Tt s lihe that ather
fiction that Ln_Jand never y elds to threats My expenence
s that when England has her face el slapped he
apologises not before Blunt further wrote that no
Chostean martye ever faced his judges more fearlessly of
with greater dign ty and  remarhed that the day of
Dl ngra s execution would be reg rded ns one of martyrdom
n Ind a for generation

Lloyd George amd Churchsil Adm ret

While Db ngra s father  brother and a host of Ind n
hoot 1 chers n England denounced Dhingrrs heroc aet
Lioyd George expre sed to VWinston Churchill Ins lughest
adm riton of Dhin ras pamotsm Gl urchidl shared the
same vien s and quoted s sth admuratson Dhingras Jast
s ords as the finest ¢ o tered n the name of patnotism
They compared Dbingra y sth P} tarch s immorial heroes

Lala Hardsal s7ote m the first tsue of the Bande
Matram started by Madam Cama —

Intres 10 come when the Brtsh Empire an India
hall have been reduced to  dust and ashes Dhungras
monum nts s 1 adorn the quares of our chicf towns
secalling to the memory of o r children the noble hfe and
notle death of one who taxd down hus bife sn 1 far off fand
for the cause of Mother India ¢

4 WsE mAyD  pinp 6
5 Itd p o

€ Svatar 1P mes
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Bravest Daughter of Bengal

Not men alone but brave women also pliyed thewr
glorious part 1n the Quit Indin struggle of 1912, the most
prominent among whom was the 73 years old Matangint
Hnazra The troops opened fire and continued showernng
bullets on a peaceful processton  Brave Matangma held the
National Tlag firmly and went on marching n the face of
bullets The troops fired her on bath hands Her hands
dropped but not the National Tlig which she still held
ughtly under her night arm and continued marching lile
a lioness  She told the Indinn soldiers to cease fining and
resign their posts and join the freedom struggle Then a
bullet rin nght through her forechend and she died 2
martyr’s death  As she lay there mn the dust sanctified by
her blood, the National Tlag was sull in her gnp, yet flung
unsulhed  The same tricolour flies tod1y on what had been
citadels of "lien rulers

Let us pay our homage to those who hwe fallen n
passing through, terror to achiere tniumph  And now —

Wherever there floats the  TIndian Tlg
[et the story be told and told
Of the cournge of those who made no brig
But died i the fight hhe oldiwers bold!
Died for the leaders they had rever «een
Tor the ficcdom thev died to see,
Died for the plon of what had been
And the honour of Indin to be

Traitor Shot In Jail

In the funous Alipus Conspirtes ¢1 e of 190 Narendm
Cosnamr became an apprnver and cor ented to be a
Ranp s Wiatnees nsat v ealled anthe feead jarpon of tle
Bratsh recur~  So fir Naren was fnn wath the other
acented s the ¢ 2, but 2 een s the Batnh Palce
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} wonary deas nip ved qu My 1 hen nounshed by the
tlood of marty s The jalor told the mourners  weep
not for them who died so brascly houting Bandematram
from the gallows

Brave Martyr At 15

Another off oot of the same Alipur Conspiracy case
was the auempt on the Wfe of Mr hangsford an Lnghsh
judge who had mad timsclf notoro 3 by wflictng
exemplary and v ndict ve yunst on Revol 1€3
brought befo ¢ lum for tr 1

hhudiram  asa young boy of fificen He 17 n
a revoher and a bomb and  sent lo square @
Mr BRangsford  Ths young bov did not
¥ingtford  He had never seen hun Bendes
pe form the work wna far off place Muz ™
fic had no acq amtance  So hlmdira
sometine an seconnoitr ag t wags for nmse
i finding out Mr hang ford and te
note his whereabo t¢ He decd d t
on the carnage of Mr Fangsford whe
one day

He dropped 1 13 bomb from 1 ser
fortunately that day M fangsford w
mstead 13 0 Fa Dsh Id s Mg and
th  vehel Both of thm wr
Khud ram was arcested  Wn n hhu
that Bie had kalled the veon, g 11
sorrow  Th tenierag of tle aceu
iy the face of torture and Ins refur
of huconradesearn  for hm »
symbal of revoluttonary patnotism
the galloas shaatin  Bandematra
of Benn al ¢ (NI N L)
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MARTYR’S LAST WORDS
“THANA IS CAPTURED”

The story of Midnapur 1s a glorious chapter in the
istory of Indian nationnhsm  Midnapur produced more
heroes than any district in Indin The homeland of 73 years
old woman martyr Matangim also produced Ram Chandr
Bera  This brave youngman was caught hold of by the
soldiers after he had received gun shots They dragged
him by his legs and left hun half dead 1n front of the Thana
(Police Staion®  When Ram Chandra temporanly reguned
consciousness he forgot his wounds and somechow managed
to drag his bullet—rniddled boly up to the vuter door of the
Thant  His fice It up with joy of victory He cried out,
“Here I am  The Thana has been captured ”  With these
words on s hips he breathed his st

“J want to Die in Peace”

An unknown martyr dying as a result of Police finng n
Bengal was ashed to give lus name He rephied I don’t
care for name and fame I want to die 1n peace ™

Such were the heroes of Bengal

Oudh Behari’s Last Wish
“I want Revolution — not Peace”

“What 1s your 11st wish® was the question put by an
Linglish ofticer to the yreat Patriot Oudh Behan b.fore he
w1s hanged s 1 result of Hardinge Bomb Trixl - He replied
“ The end of Bustish Impernnhism

The Officer sud ‘Be peaceful, this 1s the hst day of your Uife,
die in peace, there 15 no uwe talhing +bout other
things "

Oudh Behars told him ¢ What, you s1y perce? Iwant the
country to bescton fire so that you Brtishers
and our slivery too and, 1 free Indiv emerge
the 1 hes T want revolution, not price '
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He jumped to the gallos s shoutsng Bande natr m

He Laughed at Death

In the same tnal vhen H ad Master Anue Chand of
Cambrdge Mission Schoot Deltn vas sentenced to death he
heartdy laughed  The judge pad a glowsng tribute to the
patronal Bero su the following words —

1t must be borne 1n mund that patniats of Amic Chand s
1ype are often except i regard 1o the monpmansa possesing
them estumable men and of biameless pubhic hfe

Maistained Family Tradinon

Dhas Batmokand was another hero sentenced to death
1 the same tal  His ancestor Bhar Mati Das had been
sawed to death by Aurangzeb in Delln Bhar Balmokand
grected the death sentence 1 h the following vords  [am
happy to lay dovn my hft i the same enty where my
ancestor Bhar Matt Das  sacoficed hmeelf for Indias
freedom  Iam lucky to have 2 sum Jar opportunty to serve
Mother Indaa

Wife Dies n Sati

Shrimatt Ram Rakbn { His wife ) died a true Sates
death  the day her hutband was hanged Since her
husband told her he was beng gnen sand mixed
bread 1 jml and made to sleep mnde a dark cell
wthe hurming heat  of Deltn i summee  she  wat
taking sand mixed bre d and sheeping in a closed cell to
share the havdshop hier beloved husband  vay suffensng
She fell il and could not ¢ en have lat Darshan of her
husband  When she heard the groans of fasmly members
she could feel that her ford had been cxecuted  Her face
beamed with fove pride and joy and sie dec ded to follow
her husband by perl rm ng Sats like a brave Rajput woman
She dressed henelf 1 her welding Sarce  Her relationt
were thocked but the vmque hght of Tove that radnted on
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her face made them speechless  She sat on a platform,
prayed to join her husband in heaven and her prayer was
instantaneously accepted and her soul joined her husband’s
within 4 few minutes  This was the magic of true love and
patriotism

Of such stuff were the daughters of revolutionary Indin
made Alas! Today they are wvicims of ball room
dances, dnink and the devihish wolves who dominate the
Iines of these dens of debautchery

Patriotic Garhwali Soldiers

In the history of Indian Army the 18th Garhwal Rufles
will alw1ys go down 1s 4 body of Patriots who led by
Thakur Chandan Singh refused to shoot 1t unarmed aitizens
of Peshanar and ficed long term imprisonments 1n 1930

The discontent 1nising out of the treatment accorded to
the people had <pread even among the Indinn <oldiers  This
appered when 17 men of the 18th Garhwal Rifles were
placed on trinl at Abbotabad on a charge of dicobeying
widrrs durmp Wit Doheoeen dnvoronmites They were
charged with joning in 2 mutiny, n that they together at
Peshanar on April 24, when the 2nd battalion 18th Garhuwal
Rifles had been ordered to p oceed to Pesthanar City at
4P N jotned 1 1 mutiny, by refusing to march from
their compiny lines when o dered to do <o The statement
they made in refuung to ob~y the order to proceed o
Peshawar wa as follows —
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REVOLUTIONARY HEROISM

Shri Pandurang Kbankhoje Todia s most adventurous
revolutionary who fought Indias freedom battle 1n many
lands and was a secretary of the glorious Ghaddar Party
ract me in Mexicoand told m  the whole tory of Indian
Revol itionary Heroes in Am nica furap  and Asa {whuch
will be printed 1n the near futute)  Here T want to mention
how wonderful heroism the revolutionaries had and what
spinted type of youngm n jomed th Ghaddar Party founded
ty Lala Har Dyal  Rhankhoje was secretary of ‘The Secret
Mihtary Tramang D partment  The memb rs used to
work 10 the fields dunin the diy and 4t nht they were
given tr tun 1n manufacture of bombs and explosives
Rhankhoje had told the young tranees n ver to touch any
thing 1 the laboratory without hs permssion sincetle
explosines v ere a danoerous thing to play wth  There
were fifty students learning to use explosnes A young sikh
member one day tried to make a bomb sndependently and
the contents exploded W richt arm was completely blown
to pieces and blood was flowing profusely  He was not the
least pertucbed He did not ery or scream for help
Instead f¢ went to Khankhoje and told him  Pandity
please forgine me L broke the diseapline by ndependently
trving to make a bomb

So aym~ he famted And they took lim to a private
hosputaf for treatme st

Of such fine metal v ere the res olubionanes made
Prisce Among Revolationaries

Khankhoje 3 1 fe story will soon be published under the
wtle  Afemowrs of I d an Revolutie res Khaokhoje told me
hathi Ram a millonaire member of the Ghaddar Tarty
€34 3 true pnince wmong Tevolutionanes who sacrificed hus
all forrewolution I there 1s any one who desers es & memo-
nal for lug services to the revolutionary party 3t was hath
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Ram who gave 2l his wealth for the cause Y worhed
under him on two dollars a day as a farm labourer He
offered me 2 thousand dollars for my education but I refused
saying I shall work my way through the University and
jom the military school so that I can lead 1n 1rmed struggle
to mahe Indin free”  The story of Khankhope's armed
struggle against the Brish Army on Indo Iran border will
thrill every Indian when published 1n the near future

DILLI CHALO
Netay’s Inspiring Prophecy

How many of us will sndwo dually sureive this war of freedom,
Idonot Inow But Idolnow thas, that we shall ultimately win
and our fask 1wl not end until our surciuing heroes hold the
wiclory parade on another grareyard of the British Empire—The
Lal Qila of Delln

there an the distince beyond that rxer, beyond
those jungles, beyond those hills, lies the promised land—the
<01l from which we sprang—the Iand to which we shall now
return

Hark | Indin s calling Blood 15 calling blood  Get
up, we have no ume tolose  Take up your arms ! We
shall carve our way through enemy s ranks, or 1f God wills,
we shall die a martvr s death And in our st sleep we
shall Fiss the road that vall bring our armv to Delln - The
roxd to Dethu s the road to TRLEDOVS

CHAIO DIITI

Subbas Chandra Bose



CHAPTER 111

GURU GOVIND SINGH—THE SAVIOUR
A SAGA OF SACRIFICE,

GURU ARJUN DEV S SACRITICE
INHERITOR OF NOBLE TRADITION
TWINTY YEARS PREPARATIONS
NATIONALISA OR RELIGION

THE CALL OF SACRIFICT

FOUR SONS SACP IFICED

Guru Cov nd Singh nd hs fim Iy occupy the tighest
posnition among martyrs who m de sacrifices for the {reedom of
theit nation from foreign yoke It s necessary to say a few
+ ords about the background of the movement headed by
Gurn Govind Singh especially s people outside the Pinjab
may not be quite fiqubhar with bis great traditions

His great smntial ancestor v as Gurn Nanak and the
senies of sacnfices mnde by the Gurus and therr followers
began even v uith hum While qmte young he left bt faruly
and went about preaching hus doctrine of goodwill and peace
uhich he considered absolutely necessary (o break down the
prejudices and hatred winch the Hindus and Mushms of the
time entertained agunst each other

In order to contnue hus work he established 4 Gadds
ori the lines on ¢ hich s seral ather saints of Indiv both
Hindus and Mushms had done before lum  He appointed
A3 his suceesior not one of hus sons but a trustworthy d saiple
Lehna by name whom he giwe the spintual appellation of
Angad intending therel y 1o convey that he was ay stwere
a part of limself
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Guru Angad continued the good work and so did hus
successors, Guru Amar Das and Guru Ram Das

Trouble arose 1 the time of Guru Arjun, the fifth to
<ucceed to the Gaddi  He tried to organice the disciples into
2 community and compiled a sacred book called the Granth
Sahib, 1n which he collected the compositions of Guru Nanak
and his successors as well as his own

Guru Arjun Dev’s Sacrifice

This aroused suspicions in Government circles so much
so that the emperor, Jehangir, began to entertun a serious
hostility agamnst him and ulumately, 1s described by lumself
in lus autobiography, ordered his execution

‘The orders were carried out in 1 most inhuman manner,
inflicting all sorts of tortures on the Guru As a lhttle
concession to him he was aliowed to have a bath in the river
Ravi flowing by the walls of the Lahore Iortn which he
had been confined  He entered the niver but never came
out having perhaps preferred to drown limself to beng
further tortured nd meeting his death at the handsofa
Mushm exccutioner

His son, the axth Guru was Har Govind, 2 man who,
Judging from lus exploits, was more of 1 political and military
leader than a <pirstual gude  Partly moved by 1 sense of
wrong anung, from his father s exccution and partly by Ius
desire to prepare his co amumty for wrmed resistance agunst
the Mophul desponm he orginied 2 band of .oldiers
tecrutted from among Jus  deciples and  fought  <everal
hirmishes agunst the imperial troops, inflicting defeats on
then  Ihiswis bound to rouse the indignation of the
emperor, Jehangir, with the result that he was arrested and
was hept 1 prisoner for quite 2 vumber of yearsan the fort
of Gwalior

His next successor, Har Ru lived 2 peaceful hfe  And
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us succes or the e Jbth Guru Har hrohen died 1nhs
rofancy Then came the turn of Guru Tegh Bahadur
o a.cended the Gaddi as the Sth Guru

By thsum  the Indian emps e was bring ruled by
Aurangzeb who acqu red great rotoriety asa persecutor of
the Hindus  He 1mposed 2 pol wax named Jaz onthe
H odus demolished many Hindu t-mples building mosgu~s
on their uites and foraing many Hindu. to accept Islam

The Pardit communty of Rashmir were the spraal
target of i tyranny  They approiched Guru Tegl Bahadur
and appeafed to tun to ave th m from tyranny and prr ecu
tion  He gave them a patt at heannr and sa d that unless
a great man { om among the Hindus saenficed hus Lfe to save
theza the ¢ seemed to be no poss bl rehef for thern

Hiusinfant son Go nd (later Guru Gobind Singh) was
1tune by lum  Onreanng tus remark of hus father he
reported 1o have said  Resered Fatber who 18 greater thap
you whore tacnifice 1 save the Hindus ?

Curu Te, b Bahadur eemed to have made up his mind
then and th re and he 201 the @ putation that when they
were pres #d th y should declate that they womd accept
Islacs of ¢ 1r Iead ¢ Guru Tegh Babhadur would do so

C.ru Tezh Bahadur was th 4 summoned ta Dethy and
the alternatnes of execution and acceptance of Islam were
placed befyre hen He scouted the 1dea of saenficing hus
relimon prefernne death to apostacy

He was then executed alon, wih fom  of Tus followens
n3tab ~ araon, them bria~ Bhas Mat Das a member of th
tfohyal fam Iy of Jehlum dis rict 1o wh ch betonged the late
Phas Parmanand av well at Bhar Dalmokand who wa
comvited ;nth Lahore Conspiracy Cas  and was han,ed
(Hisissprt g atory appears an znoth r chapter  Has wf
abo performed 8 1)
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Inherztor of Noble Tradation

This was the past which Govind inkertted and st s
evident that 1t was not v mean asset i the glorous career
upon which he was 2bout to enter

He w1s too young to offtr 1oy wumed resistance  to the
powerful empire, then being ruled by 2 most stern  bigoted
and powerful despot  He considered 1t <afe to retire to the
hills and there he nurtured his wrath and prepared himeelf
for the struggle which he contemplated to make agamnst the
tyranny of Auringzeb

Twenty Years® Preparations

In the quict seclusion of the Himalayan mountuns the
young, Guru set lnmself first to the tasl of <clf improvement
It was nccessary for him to have Ml the advantages that
cducation can give e called together great Pandits from
Patna and Banaras and scholars of Persian from the Punjab
He assiduously learned all that they could tecach im and
hereditary as the gift of poctry had beenin his fanmly he
developed 1 style of Hlindi poetry which bas remmuned unsur-
passed since ns ume e was gre wly mmpressed by the heroie
feats recorded in the epic Iterature in Samlnt and stored
hius mind with the soul surnirg, legends of the Mnhabharata
and the Purana

He seems to have been  deeply impressed by the der
which runs throughout the Purmic hterture, the der of 4
saviour ppearing from time to ume to uphold rightcousness
and destroy unughteousnuss, to uproot ewl and establih
good, to destroy the oppressor and sescue the werl and the
mnocent  In hus funous book  “Vachutrn Natad |, he has
related hus owan story an poy erful ver ¢ and dechired umeell
1s one who had talen hus birth for the ame purpo ¢

The re ult of the twenty years  eclusion that he enyoyed

P
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10 the mudst of the Humalayan il may be described 10 the
followag wosds —

1 Her d the best p 1 ed that the imes

could give and ran through the vhole range of Persian
and Saaskrt epte and lustorical hterature

2 Bypractieeand by asocauon with the most emtocnt
Hind: pocts of the day he developed a class of warhke
poctry unknown in the Punjab before which he rned
to such & great account 1w rousing the dormant encrgies
of hus prople

3 Heacquired a mastery 1 nding and shooung  beng
especiaily an adept 10 the use of the bow He accustomed
h mself to fatigue and hardy 1fe by constantly hunting
the the tiger and the wild boar 1n ttuck forests of the halls

4  Herealised the miserable condition of lus race and by
canstar t meditation came to feel that he had a mission
to fulfit and God hnd sent hum for the ameloration of
his pation

5  He chalked out for himself the lines on which he was to
work and his plan v as formed with sucth a decisson and
completeness that not a htde of the pohicy he had sewled

was abandoned or changed by hun throughout his
chequered and stormy career

Nationalism As Religion

From thus point onward the work of Guru Govind Singh
can be divided into two parts vz

(3) The creation of the Panth and

(n) His armed campaigns

s prececes.ors asstated abyve had  done something
to make a peaceful org 1 zauon of their disciples  bus the
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work of evolving a body of men mspired by Ilugh pohtical
aspirations was reserved for Ius exceptronal genmus

He realized that, greatly attached as the Hindus were to
their religron 1n spate of being depressed and demoralised, the

only way to mahe a nation of them was to make nationalism
their religion

The first element of nationalism 1s unity and this was the
first to recetve hus attention He realiced that caste wasa
great barrier to unity  He, therefore, raised his voice agamst
the caste system as 1t prevalled m his tme  “The four
castes”, he saud, “were ke pan supant, chuna and kutha, none
of which by itsclf could give ruddiness to the hips strength
to the teeth or relish to the tongue The remedy was to
merge 2l the four castes into one  Heremoved all un

evenness of religious privileges and  established = theoeratie
democracy

The Call of Sacrifice

He embiaced everyone into s fold and nvited every-
one to dnnl of the imnt or neetar of the creed that he had
di covered  Onc day he held 1 mass mecting of his followers
and at the end of lus speech he drew out hus sword and sud

ina loud voice that the goddess (who was held in great
estcem by the people of the ulls around) everyday nsked
him for 1 head  Was there any Sikh who was prepared to
1ay down s head for the Goddess ?

On hus appealione Day1 Ram, volunteered hum eIl He
tool him by the hand into s tent where he had tied upa
gont Leforehard  Hescated the hero ¢ Daya Ram in the
tent, and <daying the goit with s own hard, ¢ame ot with
bloed dupping from lns sword

He appealed agun for 1 head, branduslhir,, the blood
red swordan the ur - Arother diaiple came forward, nd
anather o1d  yet wmother two mnhing five alte cther
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pmpa(c!lu lay down tl w leal t n wo d from their
leader

Afterh m taken tlem tothe tent oneby one he

brought out every o1 € of them alive hale 14 hearty tothe
great wonderment of the adience

He then admi stered 7 bl asot of baptsm and 16
atrue democrat espr t hean s own turn was baptsed
by them

He supplemented this i £ by other ordinances  more
or less of a mect anc 1 nature  These  ere as follows —

(1)  Allthe Sikh names ve ¢ ta end alike te in the word
Smb (s ho )
() Allhadtofoll  oncfor of alutato

{m) Tler s 1stobe 10 extanalol ject of homage exeept the
Gr rih Salab

(W) fle m Wyhouy £ Hindy gl ce of pilgnmt e ws
tedu dt dhey !ty to Amnts ras the chiel place
of pl nraye of the St

(v} All the S vere 1 beep long Taxr and wese not to
cut the b of tt eit head or beard

(v1) They must 1 ays earry 2 sword
(v} Ttey must v car a1 on braceler 1 4 symbot
(v} They must v e rw 7o /A (asort fhmicherbocker )

{ix) They aut cry acomb nthe kot into which e
Sikhvh Itou  1p the Law of th i head

T € U hid b ennbrofyots nhseevice
ard in orde ¢ t el filovers v th v arlke spant be
emps i ad m o «f poeny ¢ Ved th  Dassam

Grarth eomwsii 3 teraly of the hnds vers nof the
warlike stoncs of 1t Puraaas



He inspired his followers by impressing upon  them that
they were bound to conquer and declared that every onc of
his followers would beequal toa lakh & 2 quarter of
other men  * shall serd my sparrow and lo ! the impenial hauls
will fall before tlem Then Alone will I be true to my name
Govind Singh”

Tour Sons Sacrificed

He started hi mulitary evmpugns by trying 2 few
skirmishes with the lnll chieftrins « hom he wanted to help
him i s fight agunst the Moghul despotsm, but they
refused to join huim, apparently thint inr that 1t was a hope
less tsh to resist Aurangzeb

His warlihe activities could not be kept 1 seeret The
resul' was that the lttle fortress that he had bult 2t
Anandpur and where he had collected 1 small army was
attacked and stronnly be weged  Being short of provisions,
he was forced to lewwe 1t vith a many followers as were
ready to share the troubles with kim

e to)k shiclter in A small fortress 1n Chamlor but was
oon ousted from there after 1 <harp stiuarle in which two
of Tus ¢lder <ons were hilled

ITe managed to e cape trom there and After great
vicissitndes he went ty the Deccan and  ettled 2t Nander,
well Fno sn plhice i Andhra Pradedh

Dunne the confii tan It 64 o vounrest one fell into the
honds of the encty and were eanfined 1a the fortress of
Sitund Tary v ere ~ 1 d 10 crmbrrce T luan Luat s they
refuced to e up therr cun Hnh they were buned Alnem
wall  Thewr Perarm Pas ro paruler sy v orld Bu tony

When Aurans ~h Fesrd o f Cunt Cclind S ~hise oape
he umewtcahm vy Delln Th~ Cirn bovewer, refired
to comply wath bn wile ardwrecs treer detter to hiem
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couched 1 powerful Perstan verse In which he explamedto
the emperor that when all vemedies fatled recourse to ihe
sword was prrmanble and mevitable

While there he met the famous Baag Banda
made a strong appeal to him pointing out the great tyranaf
and oppression to which the Hindus of the country west
exposed

Banda was 2 Rajput and it seemy thar Guru Govsrd
Singh s fierv wards made a great impression upon nm stk
the result that he gave up Jus seclussion and went to the
Punpb organsed the Sikhs and fou bt many a wctondw
battle until he was ovespowered by the impenial troops  ¥¢
was brou ht to Delhs and was exercuted along 1 1th a large
number of s folloy ars

Gury Gonnd Singh tumself was the victin of & murderess
auask by 2 Mushim young man who 1ad managed to jom
Tis entourage and 1s held by some to have been o Mogtul
tpy Such was the glotious chapter of sacnifices which the
Gurus tad lwnched for the protection of the Hindu
commun ty and sterchgion  Their example was followed by
the r followers and thousands fell vienms to the Moghl
tyranny nd persecution History repeated atsell agunn
1947 when Hindus and Sikhs wrote ~nother gotden chapter
of sacnfice (See  Martyrs of Parution

by Justice G D Khosla)
{ Dc Gokul Chand Narang}

Tx Mumster of Tdueation
{Punpb)
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CHAPTLR IV
HEROLS O 1857

RANEE LABMSHML BAY

Guve up my Jhansi? Twillnot  Let om try to take
who dares ! With thus  hall nge the b rowc Ranee af Jhan:
rose agawn t the Prit h and she as umed the leadership of
the Revolution  drove the Taghsh ard began to rule at
Jhans as e Queen of the province The firces of the
Reyol iion had wreaked » bloodv vengeance on the Toglsh
people and army 4nd left not a trace of their rale at Sagar
Naog on Panda Banapur Shah arh aad harls  The
people cvery vh re hal & the Queen s thewr own She
then busied hers if—in restonn  order and peace i her
Hberated provinee

The Ranee s d Iy life at th s per od hs been desenibed
asfollors — The B gatip vt fve n the mormng ard
tool. n bul wath fracrant atfs After dressing—and she
penerally s orea Fha 1 g Sare of 1 ultle s vhute—she vould
at for her daiv prayers  Tirt she dropped the necessary
water as A frayas Fla for heeping bawr on her head aflier
bee busbands d ath then she wed to worsh p the Tuln
wthe Trlagrove lheabe antle P ail za P jaatl which
teDorlarmisica ns 134 sn noctowr  Purambs wonld
then start readin the ! rin Th n Sirdars and dependents
cwme and le retupned ther wunl  Jutes Being very
feen of mmry e £ 4 npl mn among the seven
Tundred nd £fiv v ho prd ther respeets to her 1n the
mormny v 18 Bt pr ot the very rext day the Bw
vouldsot £ 11 npwr ¥, % ddnote me the previous
day  After the wo tip f Cod began the tunch  After
fanch she o 1'tabe © hou s siestr unless there was
wrgent « otk to 4 ih n he wonld order the precents of
the mormny to be fron 11 Vel re her which was done on
sibver trays covered v vath ko cloths  Those thargs (it
shebked sheac ept | th others were g ven over 1o the
he bucatls (minster e proents departm nt) for dste
buton amontt Jer er at At three h 1ent to the



Durbar, when she usually put on male ature  She wore 2
Pyjama, a coat of dark blue, a cap on the head, and
beautsful turban on the top of 1t a dupata of embroidered
cloth round the slender waist, and the sword deched with
gems by her eide  Attured in this wre, this fur womnn
looked like Gaurn hereelf  Sometimes, she wore the femnle
dress  After her husband’s death, she never wore reth or
similar orniments  Her hands had round them bangles
of dirmond , she wore 1 small necklace of pearls round
her neek and 1 dinmond ring on her hittle finger Thee
were the only jewels worn by the Bu Salub  Her hwur
was gathered up together belund  She wore 1 whate soree
and 4 plun winte bodice  Thus, sometimes 1 male ature
and somectimes 1 femnale, the Bu Sahib used to honour
the Durbar by her precence Those assembled n Durbar
never used to sce her person Tor the room 1n which she
s1t was separite from, and only opencd into, the Durbar
hall  Gold earvung adorned the doors, and over these fell
gracefully the durf curtun, embroidered with gold cloths

In this room sat the Ba Salub on 1 gadi of soft down

leamuing on A soft pillow  Outaide the door, two pages vith
maces of «ilver and gold always attended  Oppoate the
room, Lakshman Ran Dewanp <tood with 2 bundle of
important documents 1n s hand and beyond him sat the
Registrars of the Durbar Beinm very Peen and intelhigent,
the Bu quiclly grasped every matter brought befo e her,
and her orders were clear and defimite ~nd to the point

Sometimes <he wrote her ord 1y out hereelf  Shewrsven
erreful 1in affurs of ju tice ard decled aal and enirunal
cwees abhe with creat abihts Kanee Salub wer lupped
Atk devoutly The temple of that Cedd=a was
atitted on the bankls of a Lile filled wath lotus hvers,
and every Trndw and Toeda the Ba viated the temp's

One dawy, 1t o happered the ~far the Pu hiad retureed
from the temple and Wy p1 o thren hothe nuth oate

die 1w thouw and  ef Teoars B chin e pr e ard
creatin 4 i turhraee So ahe gyl of the Moy ter
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Lakshman R1o Pande the reason of thu Ife nquired
and informed her that the people were very poory and that
they suffered smmensely on account of excessve cald and
that therefore they requested that th Bar would kindly
consider thesr condstion The Bat felt very grieved fae these
poor people and she at once issued orders—kind hearted
that she was—that on the fourth day from thenct 2

gathering of beggats should take place where every onc
should be provided with a thick coat and a cap and a blanket

either white or black  The very next day 4l the taifoss of
th town were given orders to make caps and coats On
the day appornted 1t was proclanned that alt the beggan
were to gather in front of the palace  Poor pesple too
had been sncluded m this gathering Al were gwven clothes
by the Ba and they went away satsfied  In the fight with
Nathe hhan when the wounded m n were brought into the
oty the B hersell would nsist on being present when
theis wounds were betng dressed  Her very presence soothed
therr pain and they felt themsehes sufl ciently rewarded
by the Lind and sympathetic interest she tooh i ther
well betng The Ranee gneved at ther gref gae them
ornzments anl medals  patted thers  and shoy ed such
sympithy that others instead of 1eng disheartened at
the sight of these wounded soldiers felt that they could
even gre up ther hves for the sake of the Ranee The
grindeur of the fiais processions surpas es descrption O
the oceasions of the viss to the temple of Mahalabhshm

she started m a pilang and

on horsechack  When in the palanquin  the palwnquit
would be covered with curtams of gold and embroldeced
cloths tied wath gold n nbbon  Vhen she was on horet

back 1w male attire the end of 2 tun and heanuful ot
floated on her back and at fited her admuwably The
nauenal flag of freedom was carried before her wuh the
bnd playing mubitary muste T o hundred Luropeart
follos ¢d the fiag and a hundred hor emen rode before aod

beliod her  Wah the pihinquin came the karbhant
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minsters, feudatories, and other officers like Bhayya Sahib
Upasane, and others cither rode or folloved on foot
Sometimes troops accompanied the procession  When the
Bu started from the palace, the chonghada on the fort made
sweet music The choughada of the nagarlhena of Maha-
Inkshmi started 4t the sarme time 1

Bahadurshah and Zinat Mahal

Bahndurchah, *Zafar ) the last moghul hing wis 1 quiet
unassurmng old man in his dotage, well content to be left
alone to his ghazals The corre pondent of the “London
Times”, who interviewed him after huis capture remarks that
he was 2 peet whose ment did not depend on flattery for
its cultnation  In 4 dingy passage there sat crouched on
his hiunches, 1@ diminutise old man, dresed in an ordinary
and rather dirty mushin tumec  Rather an anfirm  creature,
who was the symbol of an eatingumshed Empire 1 tried 1n
sn to fet my imagination find the Timur in him’

When on 11th May, 1857, the Sepoys armned from
Meerut to proclum him s the Moghul Cmperor of Indin
Bahadur Shah wasscared At first he reasted with vigour
any attempt to make mm the focal point of the strugele
The credit for maling lim 4 partiapant an the Muuny
goes to his brave voung Queen Zeenat Mahal

The 1ged hang never had amv cont-ol ever the army
that wanted him « Fmperor and v hen, by the middle of
Aurust, 1t beeame certun that Delht was ure to b= captured
by the Bratish Arms Bahadur Shah had a fleeung deare
to conte out of his palace and dic fishun~  But has wdsanced
age made his amintion funle and he sourht anlum wih
his youns Queen Zeennt Mahal anltwo ancan Hurnun
tomb 1n Deilu

1 D B Puvens dafeef Ttk I 1, pare 117 151

Revd her stors of brae trues'c i the haptes
“Herome f Ind



There he was captured by Major Hodson of the Bnt h

Army and was brought to t alon January 27 18580 the
Privy Council Chamber of s own Paliee  The charges
agunst hm were s follovs makine var arumst the Pnuh
Government with 1b tting rebellion with proclaimine him
elf a thesoverer nof Indi  with causing or benr acces
sory to the death of 49 penple of B ush blood or Furopen
descent  The tral lasted for forty days and the Court
compo cd of Brti hers found lum guilty of the mun points
of the charges and sentenced him to tran portation for Iife

e was taken to Bu ma with hs Q1 en Zeenat Mahal
for spendin~ his exile wnd there he lived for 2t years nd
dicd 1 1887 Aft r the fall of Bu ma to the Japanese
191  Netq) Subh s Chandra Bose ere ted 2 memonal for
the dead mona ch 1in Rangoon B hadir Shahs descend
ant tovhom 1 nomnalpnai o stil be gpudtly the
Government of In11 h ed i Burma ull the  lvent of
freedom  After India attuned Indep n! nc they migrated
to India and Palutan

Tatya Tope { By Ba.ant Varkhedlar )

{Theasthrhs mud a paalst H ft] [rira for Indian
Tdpede eanfesatedth Fstee cnte ¢ hr Hihem jor erent
to? pl adcll tihesralfat H T atten g Mar th
Meel just pi'Tshed  tld  Sattcer cha Sera itk —Tle
Warne Cecal f1857 wlich g esthe I fe story [TesaTope)

Of all the fimur  1n the hst v of the strugele for Ind an
Treedom Tatva Tope stands as 4 toy ning per onahty T
hfe etory asbe vy le eni nd 1t 4 lastin impres 1on on
the cxmas of th b tory of the tru 1 for [ ccdom

Afev mles y fom Cualor 15 2 luleto n called
Sipriy hereonth 1t Apil 10 9atabnat Mve in the cven
ing Tatya Tope vashr el Tie v conded the pallor s with
courige and dsmn ¢« Ie foo ed ennfifent abo it lus rol 12
1fe Whnhschin v re removed he suee sted that be
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would of Itts own accord 1 cend the gallows wd embrace
death with open eyes  As he did so, thousands of people m

cluding Do lish men pud hun therr hom:ge  Some Lnghsh
women ptayed as he wis bong hged by General Meade

When Meade and hn osoldiers Ieft the place the English
women moaved on to the ded body nd collected 2 locl of
hts haire to preseeve 1t 10 thur lockets so 15 to commemorate
the memory of the great soul

The scene was as 1 matter of {ict preceded by 1 drama
great in human elements

Before 2 military court Iatyn Tope wis tried on three
charges, (1) of disloyalty, {1\ of waging 1 war and (m) of
having massacred mnocent Lnghsh women and clnldren 1t
Crawnpore  The fitst two charges were answered by Tatya
Tope himself while he third had to be withdrawn becruse
Me1de could not get any evidence to prove that churge  Not
only that, but it appears Lo h h women rither ¢ame forth
to five evidence to the contrary  The replies Tityn Tope
6 e to the fisst two charg G are s nificantly of interest even
tody  Thsieph to the first charge iy renmund one of the
defence Tae Bhuhibhn De a gwem the fimous INA trls
He ud to Generdd afowde that he rever d offired tus
loy thies to the 1o Inh He v 15 never 1 Britnh ciizen
He never had Giken the Brush s hus masters Lherr power
no doubt {rew in hus e tme wd pracucaily the whole of
Indin went under thae wiy  But lis contention way, he
rever for lum elt admutted ther rule He had groer Ins
Toyalties to the Pe im s and hie wrcued that they were 1lone
cotpetent to yid ¢ hun on this acccunt The chinn ¢ of
diloyalty, he dectired, couri not 1t alt be made 1, nnst hum
Thereph, hep v cto th ~Oond ehiar e was nthet H-
ad mtte Tthe charee e Favin wa ed the v bt hecon
tended, the pum hoaeat that 1 e ameted out 0 ham
hou'd s wal b awarde bty ths woowete tran bum en
this charpe Heevpr el s @r e for Lo hheed 2

moumt vt
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Women s Appeal

The statement that was put on record proved none of
the charges that were levelled a amnst him  Meade had
neither any satisfacto y rejoinder to the replies Tatya Tope
had gven Itappears the warm admiration this great soul
had won from the LEnglsh women 1n the first instance for
Tus multary gensus and secondly for his digmity and courage
shown during his trial had made Meade uneasy He was
still obsessed with the fear that Tatya Tope had unusual
powers of casting 2 spell on Indian soldsers even in Enemy
camps and the Briush could never be safe il he was done
away with  Meade obviously acted with an uncasy haste
He sentenced Tatya Tope to death without proving any
charge substanually He alo hastened his execution
A number of Coglishwomen appealed to Meade but Meade
remamed indifferent They led a deputation to Lord
Canming the then Governor General of India requesting
him to quash his death sentence  The death sentence was also
quashed but unfortunately the order came six days after the
exccution  Meade was not prepared to wait till he re eived
any reply from Lord Canning to the petiion the deputation
of the Englishy omen had forwarded The situation hesgh
tened sympathies for Tatya Tope and he met his deathin
the Enemy camp almost 11 an epic manner

Inthel bt of this eme scene his herose personality
must be viened  He v as above ererything a champion of
humanity  There 1s ample evidence to prove that in those
bloody days of Cawnpore he held aloft the banner of human
sty with remarkable courage  The rescue dea) struck v nh
Sir Hugh Wheeler was pnncipally an attainment of us  He
could clearly distinmuish a war of independence from a sheer
racb frenzy violence and human ndignity  If Eaglsh
women could ascertun that he was positnvely free of the
charge of ishuman atrocsties 1t 15 exident hus role of freedom
fighter noble in all human aspects was very well marked
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The responstbnlity of rescuing the entire lot of Luglish pco

ple trapped by the sadist mass of mutineers 1n the hospital
premuses of Cawnpore for more than three weehs was pliced
on lum, which cleacly reflects the confidence botli Nana aheb
and the Inghsh people could have in him - And if the same
confidence could be evpressed by the Lnghsh at the tme of
hus exccution, 1t 1s clearly established that he had proved
himself worthy of the trust in spite of the overwhelming cire
cumstances in which the entire lot of those four hundred and

fifty unfortunate Cnghish people were butchered on the banks
of the Ganges

Military Gemius

Referring to the crushing defeat General VWandham
suffered at the hands of Tatyn Tope, Lnghsh listonians hne
unreservedly showered prasc on hus military genius Where
he attuned his military shll no one can tell  He was just a
clerh 1n the kachher: of the Peshwas He was no doubt, 2
likeable person, also rescurceful and for these qualities pro-
bably Bayprro loved hum and one day presented to him the
cp studded with mne precious jewels, an event wluch
brought 1 change 10 hus name—that he became Iatys “Lope
one who puts on the cap, topr  His rise w s most meteonic
The mutineers were comp etely routed in about three months
The Pshwas could not hiold on to Cawnpore It wasall
confusion and chios, and the mutineers could cc no hops
At this juncture Ty Tope started his cireer The only
auet he hnd was that he w s an officinlly ananunced Genernl
of the Perhwas Though Peshy as had no armies, Iatya
Tope had the re ourcelulne s of explowin, his nominton for
attrctune soldiers to hus fold  \ number of reaiment. were
dubanded nnd the oldiers throy n out of employment wand-
cred mumle sly  Trom ont of the » wandening  oldiers $atva
Tope constituted los fiest batch of soldicrs The be mnin,
was st humbl He emploved these hinadlul of oldiem
for br swaft bt ard jo tvwnes e proece s froved 1o



effccive  The handful could do havoe  1he hu ¢ mass of
Lnghish army could not move as swiftly as his handful guenl
las could  The Linglish generals were perplexed but these
ach ts invoked 1n bi a fresh zeal
He could win more supporters  He then cwpmrcd the fort
of halpr  Hist ays were Napoleonmic  He would do what
looked 1mpos 1ble and take Ius enemy by surprise  halpt
was one of the most dufficult fortres es and that Tatya Tope
captured 1n a manner which was unthinkable to those who
held 1t After capturing the fort of Katp:r Tatya Tope first
sct up a awic adi atnon  Hus or pacity was
mfinte and hi imagination quick  He made the little king
dom seif sufficient and buwilt a huge reservorr of strength
both cvic and mihtary  His next bid was to recapture
Cawnpore

The defeat he ¢, ve to the stalwart ace Engl h General
Windham 1 a great event in the hustory of mil tary manoeu
sres It was a well planned move  His mbitary carc r
cont nued for nbout two years  Both i times of victory and
defeat he showed extraordinary military skill and the credit
for the w r of independ for a period of about
two years goes mainly to his capacity to hold on and save at
the time of retreat  Ie was at times without any followers
At times his armies swelled to the extent of thurty thou and
During the 1 st ten montns of his career he swept nearly a
thousand miles and 1a the innumerable encounters he had
with th hotof En lih gencrals he repeatedly outwitted
themall H was trapped agamn and again but until he was
betrayed by hs most trusted comrade Man Singh he could
never be caught

It1s he who gave the mutiny the shape of a war of
mlependence  When he captured Kalp: he had before his
mnd the pattern that Shivay had worked out  He wanted
to build a state round an mpenctrable fort,  He depended
largely on the  p incipalities who had sullered frustration
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under the British on slaught  After the fall of Gwalior he
derived his strength only from the soldiers inspired by an
ideal  [us strength also farled him When Queen Victoria
tave 1mnesty to soldiers who had revolted, and advised
them to return home, they left him almost en bloc  His last
expeniment was of orgimsing every httle willage for self
defence ind self rule This expeniment was cut short by
Man Singh who handed lim over to Meade with a van
hope that the latter would place him in some hagh position

Scifless

Tatya Tope w1s 2 commoner  The princes who joined
the mutiny were interested i winning th~ir own lingdoms
or pensions  IThey denved benefit from the mutiny when
they could 1nd +hen they found the British once again pros
perous they turned overnight as enthusiasuc supporters of the
Iaglsh Tanna Tope vewed things differenthc He had
nothing, to gam for imself  He was selfless to that extent
He left happy home once for all, never to return agun In
complete <elf ibandonment this commoner devoted humself
tn the tatks of evolving the 1deas of freedom and of searchin.,
for the germs of democricy He s a forerunner of this
tradition with which India shines today

We know notlun,, about Tatya Tope s childhinod or hus
persony] ife Hegrew almost unwatched  He svas cecond
vnom e ht brothers  No other brother cver made 1ny
mard s ither Pandurargpant Yovalol ar was supenn
tendent o er the stores of the Peshwas O ovioushh Tatva
had o afectionate regards for hus Nther His father was
dive at the e of lis exe ution When \Meade asked im
i dotd re he e, ‘please do not harass my old Nither
He hind on~ton by name Waudeo and o1~ darghter by
nite Manariny She was marmed and the last blevang
Tatvddope had sy he had 4 prandson fronmbher Wr
Yavs o thing about hee wae In Avzue 107 wien the
pfice Fthe Pehwas an Brbimawart was <1 on § e tno



effccuve  The handful coutd do havoc  The hu,c mass of
Lnglish army could not move as swiftly as his handful guenl

las could  The Lnglish generals were perplexed but these
achievements invoked 1n mnumerable mutineers a fresh zeal

He could win more supporters He then captured the fort
of halp  Hi ways were Napoleome  He would do what
looked 1mpossible and take s encmy by surprise  halpt
was one of the most difficult fortresses and that Tatya Tope
capturcd 1n a manner which was unthinkable to those who
held it After capturing the fort of halpr Tatya Tope first
set up a avic ad His or pacity was
anfinite and hus imagmation quick  He made the little king

dom self sufcient and bult a huge reservorr of strength
both civic and mulitary His next bid was to recapture
Cawnpore

Tl ¢ defeat he gave to the stalwart ace English General
Windham 1 a great event in the history of military manoeu
vres It was a sell planned move  His milnary care ¢
conuinucd for about two years  Both in tumes of victory and
defeat he showed extraordimnary multtary skill and the eredit
for sustainin~ the war of independence for a period of about
two years goes mamnly to his capacity to hold on and save at
the time of retreat  He was at tim s without any followers
At tsmes bis armies swelled to the extent of thurty thou and
During the 1 st ten montas of his career he swept nearly a
thousand mies and 1n the innumerable encounters he had
with th host of En lish generals he repeatedly outwitted
them all  H v as trapped agam and a,ain but until he was
betrayed by his most trusted comrade Man Singh he could
never be caught

It 13 he who gave the mutny the shape of a war of
independence  When he captured Ralp: ¢ had before by
mund the pattern that Shway had worked out  He wanted
to build a state round an 1mp netrable fort  He depended
largely on the principalities who had suffered frustration
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was, while leaving Nepal and crossing over to India through
the Terai yungles  The British have accepted this version of
lus death and on official records the same eaplanauon sull
stands

But even British historinns are not sure of the fact that
Nanasaheb died n this way, for Malleson, 1 renowned British
authority on the Mutiny, remarhs that, unfortunately nothung
defimite 15 known as to what happened to Nanasaheb
Further an eatry in the diary of Lord Montague brings out
the fact that he had at one time refused an informant's offer
to provide clues leading to the capture of Nannsaheb, 1f he
was piven 1 lath of tupees  This sum was much higher than
the officially proclumed reward for the capture of the rebel
leader, deid or alive and Lord \ontague was forced to
refuse the ofler

Nana Salich Returns

\ccordimg to this sersion Nana Saheb was forced to
quit the hven of Nepalon the insistence of the Ruler  He
left with  ome of lis as ociates, crossed the Terar hulls,
created 1 rumour that he was hilled by 1 tiger, renched the
seachore it huteh by 1 devious route and finally reached the
ety of Morvi with anly two of his a<wocnites Yatin Shah
and Bildey Raumbhuva e bved in Aora n disguise for
o yeurs and haiter moved to a cwe near Sihor, 1small town
near Bhay 1san, where he lived for 15 years, until b death
in 1903

People who movel very clocly wath hum dunn the
prtiod hse provuded an acconnt of the manner v whuh he
s,eathinde dawve The black muth who was called 1o
taslue a the e n which Nant Sahed pas 2d hus days, died
1 geee it 1950 and stated that the Peshwn hived under
yn 1t med man e D oanand Yomndm

Mahy hankar Uy sdhysyr 2 Beadhrwa whoserved e
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stranger as a hearer claims to hawe seen scars of bayonet
wounds and bullet marks on his body  An old voman by

name Jartb hen who worked for Dayanand Yomndra affirm
that a few days before hus death he revealed ¢ her that be
vas Nanasaheb Peshwa in exile  Jaribehen s sull alive

Many of Dayanand s personal effects such as 1dols are
sull in Sthor A deep large cave which “anasahebs
believed to have made and lived s decorated and panclied
with mas necl i elled idols  An mmage of the tiree headed
god Dattatreya 1s craved on on  ving ofthe cav  Metal
smages similar to the ones s orshipped 1n Mahrashtra a paie
of holhapur: chappals and a set of vooden clubs of the type
uscd 1n Mahara htra have contributed very larg ly to the
belief th t the noble son of India passed away in Shor In
fact on August 3 every year peopl from the surrounding
areas as emble at the Sam dhi of Nana Saheb (°} at Sihor
to pay homa ¢ to the ma tyrs and  s11t the house of late
Mav ) Bhar Bhatt where Nana Saheb 13 said to have breathed
hus last

But an entry 1n the diary of Azimullah khan one time
adviser of Nanasaheb says that Naasaheb hived in the tova
of Pratapgarh 1n Uttar Pradesh nll 1926 Azimullah Ahan
too lived 1th him ull the Peshwa died and afterwards left
the ity for destinations unknown  Decades after the de th
of Nanasaheb the diwry of Azimullah Khan came to th
hands of Maha nahopady ja Potdar at Poona and 1s bemn
cnically studsed KR R. N Swamy (The Tribune)

Dewan Azimullah Knan

Of the impr rtant characters n the Revolutionary War
of 1857 the o me of Azmullah Rhan 1s one of the most
memorable  Amon the keen intellects and miads that frst

War of Irdependence V' D Savarkar
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concewved the 1deq of the War of Independence, Azimullah
must be given 1 prominent place And among the many
plans by which the vuious phases of the Revolution were
developed the plans of Azimullah de erve pecinl notice

Azimullah was very poor by birth  He rose gradually
on the strength of his own ments  and 2t It becime the
trusted adviser of Nint Saheb  His early poverty was such
that he served 15 4 wauter 1n the houschold of an I nghishm in
Lyen whileansuch 2 low state, the fire of ambition was
Alwavs burming in s heart He took advantige of hus
profession 15 fa ercht in order to lewrn fareign Inguages,
wd in 1 short time he had learned to speak Daghish and
Irench with fluency  After acquiring 1 hnowledge of both
thes  languages, Azumnullah left the service of the Feringlus
and began to study 1 1 school at Ranpur By hus extra
ordinary 1bility he soon became a tercher 2t the self sam-
school  \While still serving 1s 1 teacher in the Gosernment
<chool 1t Kanpur, his reputa 10n 1s an able scholar rexched
the ers of Nana Saheb and he was introduced at the
Braihmavarta Durbar Once, it the Durbar, his wise counsels
were appreciited and salued by Nana Sahieb, who would take
no inportintstep without first consulung Azunuliah In 1854
hiewns made the chiel representative of NanaSahieb and sent to
Poghind  His face was noble, his spech sweet and silvery
Knowing very well the customs and manners of contem
porirs I an lish ife he soon becam~ very popular amon,
Londoners  Atteacted by his plewsant and silvery voie-
his spirited misen and Onentd ma,atficence severad souag
In th wonmen fell in dove with Arunutith T here usnd
to he v crowd 1nthote days an the parks of Tondon and
on the brwh at Brchton, to s ¢ thy jewelled Indinn
‘han Sorie Iaotlsh women of e osctsble Tumibies
were <o much ainfatuated with lam that even after his
return to Indin th~  woild send lum letters couchsd an
the not sffecponite terms When Thee Hawel oae
wmy ciptuted abmsarty le o there e aal
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stranger as a hearer claims to hawe scen scars of bayonet
wounds and bullet marks on  us body  An old woman by
name Jaribehen  vho worhed for Dayanand Yo indra affirm
that a few days before lus death he revealed t her that he
was Nanasaheb Peshwa in exile  Jaribehen 1s sull alive

Many of Dayanand s personal effects such as 1dols are
stll 1n Shor A deep large cave which Nanasahel 18
bel eved to have made and 1 ved 15 decorated and panclled
1 ith mas ve chiselled tdols  An 1mage of the three headed
god Dattatreya 1s craved on on  wing of the cav  Metal
images sim lar to the ones worshipped 1n Maharishtra a pai
of holhapun chappals and a set of vooden clubs of the type
used 1 Mahara htra have contributed very larg ly to the
belief th t the noble son of India passed away in Sthor  In
fact on August 3 every year peopl fom the surro inding
arcas s emble at the Samadhi of Nan1 Saheb (?) at Sihor
to pay homa ¢ to the martyrs and ¢ 1t the house of late
Ma 3 Bhai Bhatt where \ana Saheb 11 said to have breathed
hus last

But an entry n the diary of Azimullah Rhan one time
adviser of Nanasaheb says that Nanasaheb lived in the town
of Pratapgarh in Uttar Pradesh till 1926 Azimullah Khan
too lived  1th hum ull the Peshwa died and afterwards left
the aity for destmations unknown  Decades after the death
of Nanasaheb the diary of Azmullah Khan came to th
hands of Mahamahopadyaya Potdar at Poona and 1s beng
cntically studied K R.N Swamy (The Tribune)

Dewan Azimullah Knan*
Of the important characters an the Revolutiopary War

of 1857 the name of Azimullah Khan 1s one of the most
memorable  Amon,, the keen intellects and munds that first

War of Independence V D Savarkar
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charm for them  India has suffered a great misfortune n
forgetung Moulvi Ahmad Shah The httle we fnon
about him 1s only through what Briush chroniclers of
the “Mutiny’ have wnitten about him

Career

Moulvi Ahmad Ullnh Shah, according to most of the
historians, belonged to Iuzabad, Gubbins s, however,
of the view that “this man had come from Madras and
uw1s of 1 good Mohammedan family 1nd had traversed
much of upper India, exciting people to sedion ™

Whether he came from Madras or from Faizabad,
he was the one man, who had, with the farsightedness of
a great statesman, reahised the evils of Brinsh domintion
And so he devoted himself to the cause of nationai
hiberttion He was an orator, a forceful writer and 1
cholir  besides bein 1 *fgreat soldier “The Moulv
1s the only <oldier,”* writes Malleson, *who c¢n bost of
out manocuvring Sir Cohn Gampbell twice ’

He had seen that the days of feudal princes had gone
Aud so he pnmanly addressed him elf to the people He
was con tanth on the move addressing public rallies
explumng tus plan of action to those reads to jwn the
rils of fithters of freedon  Amudst his hurnicane thirs
of north Indin b found time to write handebills and bosl
lets espluning the frghtful future that lay 1t efore the co trin
ihe Bou b uccceded in therr mrchinitions agmnat the
freedom of the country

Such was the peronalty of “the \Moult that evenin
the e davs cromdds up o 10,000 patt e ed to hear s speeches
In qnte o f beiry adevo it Muthim Pegeft e Ty difereatine-
Petwera Thndus and Me lure oo add ard conpam
dipre the dayof the Moy 's asa Haodusoumt—f 2 ar
D ler, Sl
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The Moulvi

Writing about the leaders of the war of 1857 Col G B
\falleson who participated 1n the campaigns says

Who 1!l the actine conspirators were may probably
never te known  One of them there can be no question
was he who during the progress of Mutiny was known as
the Moits1  The \Moulvis as a very remarkable man  His
name vas Ahmad Ullah and his n uve place was Faizab d

n Oudh Inperson he was tall lean and muscular with
large deep- ¢t eves bettle bro vs haigh  quibing nose  lantern
3 vs Sr Thomas Seaton who enjoyed during the suppre
s onof revolt the best means of jidging 1im described nm
aminof great  bilhves of undaunted courage of stern
determit ation and by far the best sol lier amongst the rebels

Sush v as the man selected by the discontented 1n Oudh
t>sow throu hout I dra theseeds  hichata gwen s gnal
should sprin~ to active growth Of the ascertamned [aces

espectir g Lis ction thus at least has be n proved that very
won afier the a nexaton of Oudh h  travelled over the
north western provinces on a mission which was a mystery
to Lurope n autho 1t es that he stayed some time at Agra
that he 11ted Delhi Meerue Fatna Caleutta that an April
1857 h tly after Jus return he  cicculated  seditio s papers
throichout Oidh th t the jolice did not arrest um  that
the exccutne 1t Lucknow alarmed at lus progress
desp tched  body of troops to seize bam that taken prisones
te aswed and ondemned to death that b fore the
s ntence coul i be excc ted the \Mumty broke out that

capin h tecam the confidenunl friend of the Begum of
Lakhnac the trusted leader of the rebels

Chapat Scheme

Thatthis ma  was the brain and the band of tb¢
or prracy ttere can Ithirk be litle doubt Dunng s
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travels he devised the scheme known as the ‘Ch:pm
Scheme’—chapatis are cahes of unlcavened bread—the
circulation of which from hand to hand 1s casy and causes no
susmcion  The great hope of the Moulvi was to work upon
the minds, already prone to discontent, of the sipalhuis  When
the means of influencing the armed men 1n the service of the
British Government should have been so matured that ona
given signal, they would be prepared to rise stmultancously,
the arculation of chapatis amongst the rural populition of
the North Western provinces would notify to them thata
great rising would take place on the favourable opportunity *

After stating that Nana Saheb was 1n secret correspon-
dence with Maulvy Ahmad Shah, Malleson, referring to the
Rani of Jhansy, says, “There 1s reason to believe that he,
too, had entered 1nto negotiations with the Moulw and
Nana Saheb before the explosion of 1857 took place”

The executive council of this  conspiracy had arranged
1n the beginning of 1857 to act upon the sipalus by means of
the gresed cartndges, upon the inhabitants of the rural
areas by the dis emination of chapaus’

Treachery

After stating how this prince among patnots was
treacherously done to death by Raya Jagannath Singh who
had inuited Mouhi Saheb for 1 conference an hus fortrees at
Pawun (distnet Shahjahanpur) and had then dastardly
attacked and killed him to  please the Brush Government,
\Malleton says

#Thut died the Moulvt Abmad Ullah of Tumtad I
A patnotis 2 man who plots and fights for independence,
wrongfully deprived of his nitne countn, then net
certmnly the \Moulyy wasa true patiot He had not stused
his sword by as acunation, he bad connived  at no rurders
he had fought manfullh, Vercurably, ard stitbo sl antk



field@gainst strangers who had seized e country and hi
memory 18 entuled to the respect of the brave and true
hearted of all nations

Kumar Singh

In Bihar the war of Independence was led and con
ducted by humar Singh of Jagdishpur a Rajput chiefian
of ancient ineage  Though an old man of cighty at the
ume yet he was extraordinanly stout in physique and
resolute in character A warnor by nature and possessed
of instcts of a real general humar Singh proved a for
mdable foe of the British throughout th whole course of
the war of 1357 He had been deprived of all Ius estate
and was a staunch enemy of the Bnush  He had been 1
consultation with Nana Saheb at halp just before the
break out of the war

On July 25 1857 helearned that the revolutionary
forces at Danapur had successfully rsen he seized the
opportunity to strike a blow and joined them with all his
power  Though he had to face many reverses he was never
vanquushed  On the contrary he embarrassed the Brtsh
generals on many an occasion and gave them defeats  More
than once he threatened the whole of Western and Eastern
Bihar and on one occasion he threatened Caleutta the then
capital of Tndia  He had just re-entered Jagdishpur and
defeated captain Le Grand on April 23 1858 when only
after three days he died of a wound 1n has arm which had
been previously amputated because of a bullet wound 1
the wrist [Read the story in the chapter  National Heroes ]

Kumar Singh was succeeded by his brave brother Amar
Singh as the der of the Revoll y forces in
Dihar  Amar Stagh was as capable as his brother and had
supported hum almost from the beginmng  He too continued
to harass the Britsh forces tll he met the final rever
late 1n Nov 1858
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A British Tribute

Here 15 1 tnbute by 1 Bntish Army officer to the
heroism and fighting insunct of humar Singh the eighty
year old veteran of our war of Independencc —

He says, “It mekes me extremely ashamed townte
what followed We began flying out of the jungles, leaving
the battle field and being constantly beaten by the enemy
Our people, dying of thirst, rushed forth at thesight of a
wretched, dirty pool of water, 1n the most confused manner
possible  Just then, the horses of humr Singh close upon
our rear  Henceforth, there was no imit to our disgrace,
and the disaster was complete  No sense of shame was left
wn any one of us  Everyman ran wherever he thought his
safety lny  Orders were thrown to the winds  Discipline
and drll were dead  In all directions, nothing could be
heard but sighs, curses and vailings Bands of Europeans
dropped dead in the fight by sunstrohe  Nor was it posst-
ble to ash for mediaine, for, the dupensary was alrendy
captured by humar Singh  Some died there and then , the
rest were cut down by the enemy , the carners dropped the
dohis and fled, all was confusion—all terror ' Sixteen cle-
phants were all full Inden with the burden of the wounded
General Le Gmind humself was shot dead by a bullet an hie
breast ' Soldiers runming for ther Jives for five miles and
more hid now no strength, even for hfung up thar guns
The Si¥hs, accustomed to the heat of the .un, took off the
clephants and fled away ahead of all None would be with
the wlute  Out of a hundred 1nd nincty pine whites, about
oghty alone could survive this termble masarere ¥ We were
led into thas jungle hic cattle into the dlaughiter bou ¢, simply
t be Mlled !’ 9

5 Charles Balls Jrtisn Hany, Vol 11,33 ¢ 271

S
L
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The forces of humar Singh were thus campletely success
ful ‘They had mnspite of the fact that they had no artil
lery to speak of on their sde routed the Bntish forces
with 2 ternble loss and staughter and had captured even
the two guns which the Briush had so proudly brou ht ¢
{ War of Independence 1857 )

This 1s Sacnifice

Today we celebrated Indepe dence Day  Nelags madi an
tnsp ring speech to no less th n sixty th wsand  Pe ple had uatked
secen do ten m les fo reach the meeting place

Therewas an v adent which I must record

At the beg nmng of the meeti g Netays was garlanded  He
kad uwound the ga t nd of fl tes ound his hand as he spoke
8 hen he fintshed Ins st 't g speech enthussasm was fever heat
the antdea st uck hom  He asked fa ybody was eady to buy
the garla d  the m o he would reewee would go to the
Foauy funds

The first bid was one lakhof rupees In afow monut s
the fig resuelled  Ons lakh—one and a half lakk—three lakhs—
Jour—fou and a qua ter—fi ceamsix— seren lakhs !

{you g Pu yabr youth had b en the frst brdder ¥ hen
the final b1d of s ent lakhe was ber  announced ke looked rexed
and wntent on aninre struggle  As the ga land was about o be
decla ed sold ke qumped up and rushed to the dars I grve all
mp wealth—oll that I ha e—ere y pre that I oun ke shouted
Subkas Bebus ca ght the tremdlin  youth by both ks hands  He
said Done—the ga land 15 yours — Patrsotsc men ke you deserre
the croun of glory our Faup shall wan

But the youth had no ears for anythng  He had cluiched
the go land and was p esnng st 0 J1s eyes and hus heart  He
decl ed  Mow I am freed from  carthly possessions [ seek
mumbersh pof the Faw I offermy life to the cause of our
counlry § freedor

From —
Colonel Lakbshmi s Diary
entitled JAI HIND

6 The Fnglish sustained on this occasion a complete
defeat of the s orst kind 1 fute 5 History of the Mutiny



CHAPTER V

NAMDHARIS BLOWN WITH CANNONS

The principles of boycott and non cooperation which Mahatma
Gandhs ntroduced {se introduced) so tegoro isly sn our freedom mo e-
ment were (onginally) espounded by Guru Ram Singh for the
Namdhans

Dr Rajendra Prasad
x x < x

Serenty namdharis were blo vn with cannons at Malerlotla by a
Britisk Deputy Commussioner without any tral
x X x x

Exactly a month hefore the first round of the misnamed
Mutigy was fired at Aeerut, Guru Ram Singh had
founded on Apnl 12 1857, 1 socio politieal sect, ‘the
Namdhan in the Punpb, to fight out the Bntush
through non violent means  Namdhans were thus not only
the harbingers of the era of the War of Independence
but they were also orginators of creeds hike non co-operation,
swadestn and civil disabedience  which were dunng our
umes adopted ns means to shal e the British Empire, under
Gandhipi s leadesthup
Guru Ram Singh's Non.co operation

Wnung of Guru Ram Singh's ideolozy, our Pre.ident
Dr Ragendra Prasad (in his article published in 1935
an an assue of the Sat Yug, a Hindi daly) had compared th-
Guri s movement with Gandhins and sud “Guru Rwm
Singh conndered political freedom 1 part of rebigran The
organtation of the Namdhans became very stron,,  The
pranesples of boycott and non-co-aperation which Mahatma
Gandh introduded 2o virnrous)y in o 1@ freettam moreeiert
were expounded by Gury kam Sieeh £ 1 the s ndhard
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The Gurus Non Co operation Movement was based on
the following five principles
(1

{2) Boycott of educational mstitutions ron by the
Bntish Government

Boycott of Government Services

=

3
{4) Boycott of foreign cloth

=

Boycott of law established by them

(5) Dusobedience of Government orders which one:
consc ence abhorred

Strict Adberence

Namdhans adhered to these principles relig ously unt
the banner of our Indep was at last unfurled o
August 15 1947 The Namdhan Non Co-operation ou
sh nes all other bojcotts of the Bratsh  The Namdhasis )ik
the descendants of Maharana Pratap so steadfastly clung
therr fanth that even thewr present Guru  Maharay Prata
Singh and his sons Tiving 1n such a modern age as ours hav
opted to sacrifice education and other neccesuties of hf
made avajlabl to them by a fore gn Government A Nan
dhan never learns Englsh  He never attended a Goverr
ment aided school before Independence and never made u
of the railway or even postal service

Own Postal Service

The Namdhans excelled in mamtaiming a well org?
nused free postal service which even the British Governmen
envied  This scrvice was conducted 1n this manner A wa
would run fast and exchange the bag of letters with the ne?
man who would 1n turn shoot forth and make the post the
reach th particular destination  The system was in operd
tion an all comers of the Punjab under a time schedule
This practice v as abandoned only afier independence.



Thus century long campmign against foreign rule 1s also
known as the hooka Movement in history The term hooka
15 a dervation from a Punjabn word “Kook” meaning
screaming which Namdharns did while reciting hymns, bath
ing, or perfoming other religious services

The existing 50,000 Koolas retain their separate entity
and show an incredible sense of umity among themselves
Although an offshoot of the Sikhs, they are in appearance,
distinguishable from them by an unceremonious pugree they
Just wrap without fashioning 1t after 2 modern Sikh’s head-
gear with all ats essential contours, corners and other em
bellishments

Unlike the Sikhs they have a behefin the diinity of
Guru Gobind Singh {last Guru of the Sit hs) having descend
cd upon Guru Balik Singh and from him upon his disciple
Guru Ram Smgh Thear present  Guru Mahara) Pratap
Stngh is thus the fourth temporal and secular head in this
line

In dict they are strict segetarians and teetotallers Ther
clothes are always haind made and pure Swadeshi even to
d1y A Namdharn's performance of thavan® and his reve
rence to the Vedas and Hindu aviars place him somewhere
between a Hindu and 1 Sithin religious behef  Protection
of the cow 1t another irrevocable belief with a Namdhan

Unique Marriage System

Namdhans, religiously speaking, are demed the nizht to
spend smore than Rs 13 on a marnige  Many a couple
during the Koaka conference held in Delhs recently were wed
ed 1t an expense of on~ rupee and four annas each

They are arun the first amon,st Hindu to puve birth
to the 1des of equal status for wemen 1nd anterca te marn
are between the caste Hindus and the uitouchables The finnt
such marnage followin~ theee queer speafication unlrown
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to the populace of medicval India was performed on January
4 1863 when the idea was merely dended as being  base
and unholy

Guran Ram Singh

Balak Singh hailing from N W F P was a pious soul
He attracted eminent devotees from far and near Ram
Singh +ho came from the Punjab became Balak Singhs
most trusted dsciple  Ram Singh carned a name for him
s 1 and held the spiritual Gaddu after Balak Singh s death
wn 1862 This implied also the political headship of the
Rookas

Guru Ram Singh was born on Basant Panchm day in
1816 m a small v llage Bhaim Sahib (Ludh ana Distnet)ina
family of carpenters In his youth he joined Maharaja Ran
3t Singh s army and fought in the Anglo-Stkh war of 1845
agamnst the Brtsh at Mudki  Ram Singhhad resigned s
Job under Balak Singh s :nfluence

After the annexation of the Punjab in 1849 and banush
ment of the last Sikh hang of the Punjab Dilip Singh the
British were consohidating their poliical power in Northern
India  hookas strongly ressted at under the danng lead
gnen by Ram Singh who adminsstered with deftness the 22
soobas (districts) whose de facto head he was with his head
quarters at Bhaim Satub which 1s even today the centre of
hooka activines

In these Soobas as the old Government records reveal
Guru Ram Singh abolished all distinctions of caste among
Sikhs advocated indisciminate marnages of all classes en
jomed upon them to shundrugs and exhorted Ius disaiples
to be clean and to always speak the yruth  Oneof his m2
xims was that evervone should carry a staff with hum whie
going out and 2l did
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Oppressive Measures

Within seven years of 1ts mception the movenent claim
ed three Inkh followers The British Government, alirmed
at the ripid growth of the movement, took very strong mea=
sures to suppress 1t from 1863 enwards

Guru Ram Singh was ordered not to move out of hus
headquarters  All the soctal and rehigrous gathenngs of
Namdharis were banned, police and petty willage officials
were ordered to heep a strict watch over the movements of
the individual Namdhars

In 1867, Guru Ram Singh was denied permission to
hold the Maghs fair 2t Mukt ar on Jinuary 12 As a result,
the fur was held at Anandpur Salub, the sicred plice of
Sikhs  Here Guru Ram Singh appeared majestically with
21 of lus “soobas” on horse back, and behind them came,

over 2,000 of tus followers on foot with drums and banners
n thetr hands

This was Ml to the distaste of the British officers who saw
mat “grave signs of growing influence’ of hookas The rulers
were nlo alarmed at the Koobas jomnmng in great numbers
the armues of same princely states with 1 sview to get

military traimng and there by to consolidate their po 1tion 1n
the Punpb

Enqguiry

An enquiny anto the poliicd actnaties of Cury Ram
Sihand b follmers was an ttute 1 by the Governmrent
i November 1071 throu Wl Shuvray Sireh of R lupor
Ihe tepn turged the deanbidinn ard 1ree g1y of the dr
portat on of the Namdlan Gurn a0l ctbe chef o ~an rr3
of ahe sect to plaes Groanwn fientie buagph, ard the
adopttm of opatease se1 ov~eurtall Maamddarsastde
mtute cfthe o emert was pohineal rd darrennn
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The Raja also reported that he had met Krpal Singh
and the younger brother of Tantya Tope

Guru Ram S ngh with Ius 12 soobas was arrested under
the Bengal Regulation of 1818 on the same charges as were
levelled agamnst the last Mughal Emperor of India The
Guru was deported to British Burma 1n the same Jail where
Bahadur Shah passed hus last days m capt vity

Relations w th Fore gn States

In order to make his political programme a success
Guru Ram Singh had spread his sphere of actwity in the
border states of Nepal Bhutan and Kkashmir Contacts
were made wth the rulers through Namdhan embassies
Guru Ram S ngh 1s also stated to ave h d close contacts
with the Ram of Jhansi and other Jeaders of the 1857 re
bellion  The Guru even from Jail exchanged letters with
Russia through the Governor of Russian Turkistan

In 1878 the Briush Government unearthed a plot by
kookas against 1t intrigued through the Russian authon
ues  Gurbachan Singh hooka was penalised for being res
ponuble for carrying a communication from the Guru to
Russa  Guru Ram Singh was as a result removed from
Rangoon to the most tortuous jail in Mergui  For thurteen
long and weaty years the Guru remarmed in sohtary confine
ment and at last died 1n 1885 according to Government
records not relied vpon by the Guru s followers who like some
folloners of Subhash Dose stil believe that the Guru s
alive and would one day appear on the scene to relicve them
of their troubles

Then came Guru Hare Singh Gura Ram Singh s succe
ssor who for 21 years was not permitted to move out of by
house except on two marriage occasions e died 1n 1906
and was succeeded by Pratap Singh the present Guru

During the first VWorld War in 1914 the Bratish Govers
ment tried 10 appease the Namdhans ard cffcred vast tacd
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ed grants and other concessions only 2gunst a non commi-
ttal statement in favour of recruitment  The offer wnas
declined with thanks  Upon this the Briish Government
used the tyrant’s rod vigorously

When the non co-operition movement was started
under Gandhy’s leadership Kookas joined hands freely They
were happy that Gandhi was trying to follow the teachings
of their Guru who used to s1y that 108 beads of his sacred
‘mila were more powerful and effecive than an equal
number of gun shots  Herein e the spirit of non violence
which wns, for the first ume and duning the darkest period
of Indin’s slavery, applied by the Namlhanis  Gandhi took
1 cue from them and modified the campugn to revolutionise
the socinl and polieal structure of India

(Shw Lal)
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CHAPTFR VI
THE REVO! UTIONARY FRA

Eveny progres we mavemsat whether vinlsat or non
wolent 1t ravolutioni= 11 evsencs Pt n the peowrat
context by th= word re o' itinan 18 et 1 perven who
having ecchewed evot i v meth=1s tales tarealotinean
mrthods dahbed as ustent by the rither o thadox

Th~re has been 1 ter Temcv amang «vne wrr e of the
hutory of the Irdiar Natiomal  revemert toroeer tle
revo'utionan movement eomoletely  But thitshart seeo et
would prorz thit the re o'ntirnany Mne™ rt Wit anoszame
part cf the wid~ ratimmal mosement  Altbouzh the fru
revolutionans of tt~ rather =sdern tip~ lied ard werked
befoe the Indian \a 2nal Corgrets was born, the revo
lutionary movement cannot be separated fm~ the wader
strearn of the nativmlust wpeurge It greatly anflesmced the
nanional movenent, rapeeanated 1t with 1t o vn vinkits ard
cataclvsmic  pred  sporred 10 on to eves rew bachrg
mpart~d to st 15 © va rectlrss anal, by thatse notall Ia
1ts own turn st took coloar and des on from 1, and tned ta
keep paccwith at, at lea 1 sts omtbartsof a massratu e

Muslim Proneers

Pecularly encugh the credit of bming the
revolutionainy v Irdia goes to <ome Mudims Veny
few people Loow this fsct In 1871 the Wakaly*
leader Amur Rhan was exiled for hfe under Regulation
III of 1818 This «<ired the Wah~Ls The~ sub-
mitted a p-tition 1 the Calcutta Hizh Court praving
that th~ exile order 01 Arur Rhan mizht be cancelled z-d
that he mizht be tnedin an open court The Walabe

motement, although religrous in - appearince, scught to ou.t
the Britsh from India.

pioneer

* A mubim <ect known forlovs of hibertn
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The Wahabis got the proceedings of the case printed 1
the form of a booklet and got 1t widely dustributed through
out th length aad breadth of India Even Bepin Chandra
Pal a great leader of Bengal wrote i his reminuscences that
his 1mag nation was very much fired by this booklet

Afier a short time (on the 20th September, 1871) Mr
Norman the judge who sentenced Amir Khan was stabbed
dead by one Abdull 1 Wahab

This mu der infu 1ated the Europeans so much that
althou h Abdulla was hanged the Europeans would not let
him haver decent Mushim burial  Abdullh  body was
dragged f om the gibbet and burnt hLke that of a Hindu
Even after death he was not spared dishonour

Lord Mayo Stabbed

On the 8th of T'cbruary 1872 Lord Mayo while
visiting the Andiman p 15ons was stabbed by one St r Al
Sher A was a Wahabi and had been sentenced to
transportation for Mhfc for his actiaties as a Wahab
revolutionary

After this the Wahab: movement w supn essed
ruthlessly so much so that even in very good lustory books
whitten by nationalists  there 15 no mention of either the
VWahabis or Abdulla or Sher Al But there 1s no doubt
about 1t that after 1857 the credit of being the first revo-
lutionaries of India goes to these obscure but brave men
about whose history and ideology we know next to nothing

Fashional le Societies

The hiberattor movement in Italy fired the imagmation
of Ind an youths and there was a spate of secret socicties 10
Bengal  Maharashira and Punjab The great Reformer
R4y Narun Basu fathered one such society  Even the great
poct T gorc became a member of one such socicty But
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these ceret tocicties bein~ confired tn the 1 terrag orly
proved to be mo e f1 onable thay prodictine of my read
visudl resubts . Of cour e they caatnhited grevly to the
repararce of Irdivin every sptete The e crrties aeted
as ferment to many p ortes e tet denazs noart, hitersture
culture but judred from pohinesl overt acts ef v pretrcular
nature ther contnbutn wa mil o we thiil 1. n0re them
mn this short 1ecount, 11 d proceed to Mal ara b ra where the
next outlurst mamfested 1t elf

Tilak—Father of Unrest

Lokmanya Bal Gan 1 Dhar Tiht wasa treat Ieader
nd maker of modern Irdia  Althou,h by terdetey an
crudite cho'ar, he w1s an embodunent of the §lulo ophy of
acuon which he so fondlh preached 1o hiswrniungs  He was
the editor of a paper called the he.art which for 2 pencrition
remaned the torch bearer of n1uonalism  1he Lolamanya
was also the spon.or of the Ganapitr and the Shivap
fesuvals At first he onginated the Ganapt Festinal - The
objrct of reviving the same was to preach nalionalism under
the garb of religion  After the success of this festiyal, he
took up the Shinaj festinal, 1 festnal, asowedly political
Both the.e festivals were taben up by the youths of
Maharashtra 1n great earnest, and this led to a rather poner-
ful mass movement 1n Maharashtra

Fired by the prevalent aggres nely nationnlistic ideas
Damodar and Balakrishna Chapelars formed a scciety for
phy 1cal and military tramng 1 lich they named the Society
for the removal of obstacles to the Hindu religion !

For them the Briush ruler was the encmy number one of
Hindu rehgion as they concened it One Mr Rand had
made himself very unpopular by his autocranc and high
handling of the Plague 1n Poona
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Lokmanya The Revolutionary

This oppresston of the ciuzens of Poona gradually
enrag d the people and on the occasion of the Shivap festval
which fell on the 12th of June itter speeches w re made

Lol Thilak who presided én that sud
Did Shivay commut sin 1n killing Afzal Khan ? The answer
to this question can be found 1n Mahabharata uself Shnt
kunishna s advice 1n the Gita is to kill even our own teachers
and kinsmen  No blame attaches to any person if hen
doing decds without being actuated by a desire to reap the
fruits of 1 1s deeds  Shri Shivap dud nothing to fill the vor
of hus h  With b k he dered
Afzal Khan for the good of others Ifthieves enter our
houses and we have not suffict nt strength to dnive them out
¢ should without hesitation shut them up and burn them
live  God has not conferred upon the fore gners the grant
nscribed 3n a copper plate of the kingdom of Hindustan
ihwvap strove to drive them away from the land of hus birth
1e did not thereby commut the sin of coveting what belonged
o others  Donot circumscribe your visson like a frog mna
vell  Get out of the Penal code and enter the extremely
ugh atmosphere of the Bhagwat Gita

Ar Rand Killed

The 22nd of June 1897 was being celcbrated as the
Oth coronation day of Queen Victorra  Every rovk and
orner of the empire was ninging with mernments  There
was general illumination and display of fire works m the aty
of Poona Two Governm nt officials Mr Rand  the plague
commissioner and one Lieut  Ayerst were returmng home
from some nocturnal party  They were shot at and were
killed The Chopekar brothers had shot Mr Rand Damodst
Chopekar was caught red handed was tnned and conv cted
of the double murder
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How the reyvolutionany moserment and the wider nauonal
movement nterpenetrated  each  other woild  bLecome
apparent fram the fiet that thr great Lokamanya was
comucted on the teul of the Rand murder  The authorities
held tim  respoms ble for the abstment of the murder
Beudes the Kesary, <ome other pap 13 were nl o victumsed

Shyrmp hrishna Varma

Two well hnown ctizens of Poona, belonping tothe
Natu Hinuly were deported under Requlition N\V of 1827
1n connection with the madentsan Yoona  Shortly after
these deportations Shvung Knshna Varma, 1 Kathiwan
millionatre went awty to London of his own accord to escape
possible police atrocities  Tor sometume he just hebernated,
but when after some yeirs he became sure that the police
was no longer after lum he started the Indin Home Rule
Society in London  The aim of the society was to sninate
Indian students who had gone to Englind for studiesinto
the nationalist cult A monthly paper called the Indian
Sociologist was publiched 1s the organ of the society In
order to Attract students Shyamp announced ‘that he
proposed to establish 41x lectureslips of Rs 1,000 each for
cnabling authors, journahsts and qualified engineers to visit
Europe, America and other parts of the world s0 as to equip
themselves efficiently for the work of spreading among the
people ot India a Fnowledge of frecdom and national unity ’
It should be noted here that Shyamy offered these scholar
ships from tus own purse  He not only spent lavishly from
his own pocket, but induced other Indinn millionures to
spend moncy for political ends It was 1t Shyam)r’s mnstance
that Mr S R Rana, an Indian resident in Paris offered
three travelling scholarshups of Rs 2,000/~ cach to be called
after Rana Pratap of Chittore, Shivag and Bahadurshah

V D Savarkar Bora Leader

Shyamjy1 became a ncucleus round which all the revo
lutionary clements in London gathered  He was soon jouned

*
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by Veer V. D Savarkar  Savarkar cven before he started
for London had distingui hed himself 4sa  revoluttonary
along with h s elder brother Canesh Savarkar nd they had
founded the Abhmava Bharat Sacety

Savarkar s arnvalin London helped to galvani e the
revolutionary movement there The India House founded
by Shyamjt became a famous place frequented by all the
progress ve Indians  The Government became alarmed
hee use the Indian students in Loidon w re rap dly gamn
over to the side of the rationalist cause A question was
asked 1n the Parliament as to whether the government wer¢
aware of the seditious  activaties i the India House This
put Shyamjpon the guard He at once shifted Ius head
quarters to Paris and from there he began to guwide the
budding revolutionanies The Indian Soc ologist however
continued to be published f om London

Gradually V D Savarkar became the hief :n London
Th s was quite nataral 1n view of the fact that he was on th
spot and more acttve and m htant than Shyamy It was
under hus leadershup thatio May; 1938 th 1857 revolution
day was ccl brated in London with eciat  Nearly onz
hundred Indian students 3¢ the bulk of those studyin, 1n
England attended the cel bration  On this occasion 2 leallet
enntled  Oh  Martyrs  was  distnbuted among  the
participants It seems th t the persons attendng the
celebration were presented  with numerous copies of the
leallet 20 that they mu ) t sead them in therr letters 10 India
Accarding to police report this leaflet was printed 1n Trench
press under the patron ge of Shyamp  Anoth r leaflet
entltled Grave Warming v asgubli hed  dusing this penod
Savarkar also wrote a history of the  War of Independence
n Maratn He used 10 transdate pa sages from st m e
Sunday meeting of Indian  revolutionarics in London  The
book could nat be pnnted i Maraths  Ulumately

A
revolutionaries succeeded m getting ats En Ish translation



printed in Holland ~ Copies of the book were smupeled in
to India throush samous ngenupus devsers One of the
persons « ho helped i smuri ing was the hate Sie Silandar
Havat, then 2 student in Tacland - e was alwvs proud of
this faet

Long Lave Dhunpr

Th~ Government was not uttng on the fenee  Sie
Curzon Wihie was appainted to lool after the mterests of
the Indiin students at London  In realits he was acting s
aspy on the mubtant Indian student fraternity of London
e took note of “suspicious cses’, and tned by hool or crool
tocos them down  Thus hr beeame 1 complete nursance
On the Istof Juls 1909 Aadanlal Dhingra of Saluwal
(Punjab) <hot 4t him from close ranze 2t 4 ¢ atherng an the
Imperial Institute in London  Dhingrl was 2 Punpba
student ind had gone to Tondon for further studies  He
n1s arrested on the spot tried and hanged  In the cour ¢ of
1 bnlliant statement in the court he sud anter alia A
dependent nation that ss held down by alien bayonets must
be understood to be an eternal state of war with the victors *
e put forth 1 strorg plea for 2 cen eless struggle  with the
alien Lurewierney ull ardependence was  achicved  Hle
concluded with 4 desire to be born agun and agaun and

aenifice hus hfe until Indivy s free

Vinaynk Savarkar s elder brother, Ganc i Swvarl ar was
busy orgm g political conspiracies in Maharachtra Some
time before the murder of it Curzon  Wylic he was hauled
up under Scction 121 of the I P C The authenties could not
find 1ny substantinl preof of his conspiratorsnl actnaties, so
he was chpped 1n prison for 1 bunch of pocms entitled  The
laghu avinnya Bharat mela” lor a few ver es he was
sentenced to transportation for ife  In this connection 1t 1s
mnteresting to note that the convicting judge remarked that
the “writer’s mamn object 13 to preach war aganst the present
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government 1n the names of certain gods of the Hindus and

certam warriors such as Shnap  These names arca mere

pretext T have quoted the remarks of the judge to how
that although these revolutionaries used relimous symbols

and some of these happened to be of anti mushm  character

1n reahity there was nothing anti Mushim about the ¢ people

At the same time 1t should be noted that althoughnot
repre eating anti Muslm s ntiments those symbols of 3
defimtely Hindu tint kept away the Musim  from the fold of
the revolutionary movement  Historically this was a first
calamity

The Marder of Jackson

Mr Jackson the magistrate of Nasik who had commuitted
Ganesh Savarkar for trial was shot dead on the °lst
December 1909 A number of persons were ultimately
hanged for this murder A conspiracy called the Nasik
conspiracy was started by the police and a number of young
men were seatenced to varous terms of mprsonment  In
Gwalior alsa 1 conspiracy case was started and many young
men wnere convicted It was found in course of the mvestt
gaton of these conspiracies that there was a widesprend
armed conspiracy to end British rule 1n India

Salate To Savarkar

Vinayak Damodar Savarkar was  not only a
gemus but a very brave resolutionary It was founl!
that V D Smarlar cven prior to his jJourney to
England had laid the found, of these p
He was brought downas a pnsoner from England
As 2 pr1 oner on board the ship he managed to escape from
the shp and © am to the French coast  He « as howoe?
arrested and brought to India but his arrest by Bratsh polict
onthe French coast gne rise toan amportant wssuc
mternational Law and brou ht the question of Indhan




freedom before the wor'™d  as rothinp ele had done
Savarlar was sen enced 10 (00 vear ) tranegps tation fo hfe
and sent to the f1r away Andr 1ane, where hus brother ard
so m1ny other revolutionines had ~lready heen ent

Bengal—Brain of Resolutinn

Now the cene <ufts to denpal Trwte an Dengal thae
Briteh rule h~d stsroots There 4 ren chis ealied the
‘bhadralol’ cli s had canz e brin~e Tor d-eades this
chiss had b en very praceful and 1t wasthe cuef pillar of the
advanang Brtsh imprniali m Dunin~ 1847 the  bhiadralob
class of Bengal had sided completely with the Buh rulers
They were emplayed in the cubbordinate  ervices  Afier 4
few decades Pengals bhiadmlol peaple bepan to be elbowed
out  Also the edi cated ¢l s bepan to reali e tnat all ngher
posts s ere clo ¢d to them and they were of 1 <lne rmce
This cau ed widespread diccontent amony, the educated
Bengalis It was rot a mere acardent that Pen,alis became
the proncers i the national mo ement of Indin The fricnds
of yesterday thus turned the deadhe.t focs

The Partition of Bengal

The situation was already tenee 1n Benral  In the menn
ume 1s 1f 1dding 1 ult to injury Lord Curzon introduced 2
bull ealled the Universities Bill which was nghtly interpreted
by pohtically conscious people as designs to limut the number
of Indian educated 1n English, and thus to retard national
advince  This  duscontent sprend among  the Lnglish
educated classes  An unheard of agitation greeted the bl
Already the atmo phere was impregnated with thunder At
this time Lord Curzon fired another of hus roctets  Ie

declared that B-ngal must be diided for admmmstritive
convenience

This enraged the middle cliss Bengili, and as the
middle class Bengahs happened to be the 1dcologues of the
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people unrest soon spread among the masses as well  The
agitation for annulling the partition of Bengal assumed huge
proportions and from the biroest to the Towest all jomed to
undo what seemed to them at that time to be a great nationl
catastrophe  Th ds of largely ded were
held protesting again t the move poetscame out with new
songs of 2 militant type the great Tagore himself became ont
of the leaders of the movement The Government a1t
turn suppre sed the gs 1nd public m 1008 with
the result that the Ben_al youths dnifted to secret societies

Sr1 Aurovindo Symbol of Revolt

§ 1 Aurocb nda Ghose and Banindra humar Ghose sons
of h D Gho h a medical officer 1n Government employment
came out as leaders of the militant youths of Be gal at that
time. Bamndray  hornin 1880 n Engl nd but had been
bro ight to Indir asa chld  Aurobindo had rece ved all hus
education 3n In land  There he got 2 first ¢l ss 1n the
Cambridge Ut versity classical tripos  He wanted togote
the 1C S He passed all the requisite exammations for 1t but
v as rejected 1n the final election  because of his iability to
nide Aurobiado by b s writ ngs and Barindra by his organisa
uonal ability becam  the symbol of the new Bengal m revolt

Banndra had definite 1deas about politieal things  He
was convinced that agitation nlone could not hiberate Ind a
Banndra made an attempt  to organise 1 secret soct ty as
carly as 1904 But the ground was not yet ready o he
waited  When as a consequence of the partition of Bengal
the ground was ready he embarked ont1s old scheme

Barimdra became the lexder of a big conspiracy knows
s the first Alipore conspiracy Al the persons partcpatih
mit were Jughly educated  Seme of them had definie
literary talents  Ultmately the conspiracy was unexrthed
\hen th conspiracy w s unearthed all the accus d perso™
came to the decision that as everything had beent found by
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He CID, il the accurd pion bkl wale aclen
hreast of eve sthint i erder thatth e Curtrymen hould be
ble to brow what thar o ansaty hd done Lanndn
mide 1 1everling tatement

Upendeanath Banergre, one of the leaders of the
con.prricy, sud  the course of lus confersion, “As 1 thou,hit
that people of Inlia eould not bz mydeto do nmy worl
except throw ks religion 1 ought the help of 91dhus Tubog
Sadhus T fell upon the chool boys and collected them to e
the rehiious, moral and poliical clucition  Siner then 1
have been merely enpaged in teachun, boys about the state
of our country, the need of independence I preached  that
the only way left 1o us was to fight for our independence, to

tart secret <ocicties 1n duffcrent pats of our country Lo

propagate 1dets, collect aems  finally 11 ¢ i rebellion when
the ume shall be npe?

Jugantar, the organ of the party had  even thousand
sub cnibers an 1907 In 1905 the number of sub cribers
mncreased sull more, but dunng thisyear 3t was suppre sed
according to the Newspipers Incst ment to Gllences Act
Sir Lawrence Jenbins commenting on the file of the Jugantar

ad, ¢ They oxibit a burming hate of the Briush rce

They breathe revolution in every hne  Ihey point out how
the revolution 1s to be efficted  No calumny and no atufice
1s left out which 1s hitely to insull the people of the country
with the same 1dex or to catch the impres 1onable mmnd of
the youth * Apart from the Jugantar the revolutionaries
publiched many pamphlcts, ongs etc  In every way possible
the revolutionaries with their meagre means tried to contact
masses and nculcate revolutionary 1deas in them

Khudiram

hhudiram was one of the members of the Alipore group
He was entall the way to Muzaffarpore to shoot Mr



80

hungsford who as the Presidency Magustrate 1t Caleutta
made himself a nuisance to revolutionaries by inflicting he
punishments an revelutionaries brought n his court for t
Rhudicam failed to indentity Mr hung ford and he wro
threw a bomb on the carriage of Mrs and Mis hennt
Both of them were kufled  Jhudiram was caught tried
hanged He was barely fiftecn when he was hanged His yo
ful appearance as well as the placid 1ndriference v 1th whic!
bore 1l the torture and braved death endeared him t
countrymen and his name penetrated the masses thre
thousands of songs and legends

Approver Shot 1o Prison

Another memb r of the conspi wcy hanal 1 who w:
that ime an under trial 1n the Alipore jal hat Naren
Goswamu the approver 1n the case Thu created a g
stir 1n the country because of its romantic and ms
background Narendra Goswami  was being conude
public ener y number one by the p ople so his murder ¢
asagreat rclief to thousands of people who conside
revolutionanes to be heroes  Surendra Nath  Banerjee
uncrowned king of Bengal 1 supposed to have distrb
sweets i the office of the Bengahh a daily edited by |
whenhe received thisnews More than a lac of per

ded the y of the martyr kana
‘The enormous mass wept like one man before s fun
pyre and when his mortal body had been reduced to asl
people advanced towards the pyre with awe and revere
and collected the ashes to be worn as a talisman by tt
chuldren

Bengal Partition Nullified

For the tme bemng after the Alipore consprracy '
) y movement subsided but once started 1t ne
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really died away  In 1911 the Gosernment reunsted the
divided Bengal, but thie did not end the revnlutionary
movement  The revolutiontiry movement of Benpal had
taken its birth in the anu partition, but it dud not stap there
The objective before it was no longer the unity of Hengal,
but it was independence  Lnussaries from Benral went to
other provinces and tried to <ow the seeds of revolution One
such emmstary was Rash Behari Bose  He was 2 clerk in the
Dehra Dun Forest Office 1 rom there he organised branches
of the party 1n various parts of Northern India

Bomb on Lord Hardinge

On the 23rd December, 1912 Lord Hardinge was
entering Delhi in state with great pomp nd show A bomb
was thrown at lim from some unknown quarter by Rash
Behtri Bose who was then in government service One of his
bodyguards died nstantancously  The assaihint could not
be traced  After a long investigation thirteen persons were
tried 1n 1 case which becime known as the Delln conspiricy
case  Master Amie Chand, Awadh Behan, Bal Mukund and
Basant kumar were sentenced to be hanged in this case and
other accused persons were sentenced to virious terms of
mnpni onment  Rash Behan, the chief accused could not be
apprehended  He safely reached and became the founder
of theI N A and invited Netap to lead 1t to victory

Patriotsc Army Men

During the World War I, revolutionanes tried to tamper
with the Indian section of the army, and they succeeded to 2
great extent Many Indian armies had sigmfiied ther
readiness to rise in rebellion 1n case there was 1 general nsing
The Gadr Party of America contributed greatly to the success
of the movement nside the Army



82
Martyrs of Komagatmara

The American Government was not frendly disposed
towards the Indians It wanted to discourage them from
setthngin Amenica The same was the attitude of the Canadian
Government  The Privy Counail of Canada gave a reling 10
the effect that Indians could be allo ved to disembark on the
so1l of Canada only 1f the ship on which they travelled came
dircetly to Canada  Now there was no shipping line which
directly connect d India with Canada  In other words ths
ruling Was tantamount to proh bitton of Indian Immgration
i Canada The Indians sent Sardar Nand Singh ©
represent their case before the Canadian Congress butiw
vain  Then they tried other means  They chartered a ship
the homagata Maru and directly reached Vancouver on
the 23rd May 1914 Even then the Canadian Government
sefused the passengers the perm sion to disembark  After
two months of fruitless negotiations the ship had to return
along with uts passengers  In the meanttme some revolu
tionaries had joined the crew  and the passengers had been
manly converted to the revolutionary mode of thinking
The ship reached Budgebudge near Calcutta  The
Government of India being forcarmed wanted to arrestalt
the passengers and send them directly under pohee
sunveillance to the Punjab  But the passengers refused and
there was a gun fight between the police party and the
passengers resulting in several deaths Baba Gurdit Singh
the leader who had staked all his property to charter tit
ship and 28 other persons escaped the wigilance of the
police and managed to ship to vanous parts of India  Babay
remamned i hiding for seven years and 1t was only n 192
during the days of the non cooperation movement that he
surrendered to the police and was sent to prison for seve?
years

Contzet with Germany
The hustory of the members of the Gadar Party "
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America reds hhe a romance Ttas not po uble 1o gointo
detulin the present context The leaders of the Gadar
Party contacted Ge man agents and strove to forment revo-
fution 1n Indi1 wath German arms and money  As sonn s
the first world war started many Indian residentean foreinn
countries 1t once 1w the posibilities of hnliny up the
resolutioniry movement of Iudit with Germany 1s carly
1911 Von Bernhardiin s hool “Germany and the next
war® had supgested the possibility of hinking, up the revolu
tionary movement in Bengal with German war cfforts On
the 6th \arch, 1914 the fimous German paper * Brrliner
Tageblut” had publish-d  an arucle entitled  *the Indin
danger to Englind * In thislarticle 3t was shown that the
situation 1n India was very flurd, and seeret rocictics were at
worl It was specially mentioned in the vrucle thatin San
Francisco 1 huge preparavion for an armed nsing 1n India
wA1s going on

Indians sn Europe

In September, 1914 a young Tamil named Champak
Raman Pillay who w1s the president of the International
Pro-India Commttee of Zurich wrote to the Germtn consul
1n Zurich asking permussion to print ant: British literature in
Germany  His pettion met with favourable results and in
October of the same year Pillay shifted to Berlin, and there
he began to work under the supervision of the foreign
department of Germany There he founded the Indian
National Party, which had close contacts with the
German  general staff  Among the members of the
party we find the name of Hardayal, Taraknath Dass,
Barhatullab, Chandra Cha¥ravarty and Heramba Lal Gupta
The st named two persons had stood their trial in the San
Francisco conspiracy

The Farst INA

With the help of Indian revolutionaries 1 hupe amount
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of ant British hterature was printed in Germany The
terature was circulated throughout the world  Apart from
the production and distribution of revolutionary literature
the Indian revolutionaries appointed Barkatulla to contact
those Indian soldiers who fell into German hands ~ Thus the
nucleus for the first Indian National Army was created

Pingle Hanged

In November 1914 Pingle and Satyendra Sen armved
in India Pingle went to orgamise rebellion in Northern India
He was arrested within the boundanes of the Meerut
cantonment with high explosives and was hanged

Arm Plans Bungled

The 1 ares alo arms 1n huge
quantities with the help of G rman agents [itendranath
Lahin brought 2 message to Indian revolutionaries from
Lurope that they should get in contact with the German
consul tn Batavia for arms  Accordingly the famous revolu
tionary M N Roy was sent to Batavia Another revolutionary
Abani Mukerj ¢ was sent to Japan for the same purpose
Narendra met Theodore Holferich  who told him that a ship
with 1ty cargo of arms was on the way to haracli  Atthis
Narendra said that the ship might be sent to Raimangal 10
the Sundarbans  This ship contaned 30 000 nfies and there
were 400 cartridges for every nfle  Raimangal became the
centre of vanous arms smuggling activities  We need not go
nto detasl but there 1s no doubt about it that the Indo-
German conspiracy astumed very huge proportions The
Emden and the Manenick and some other ships took partin
the conspiracy  For some ume the Emden remaimed a bogey
to the Bntsh navy  But for certain acadents an arned
nising 1n Bengal and other provinces would have become 2
reality Inthe course of this conspitacy Indian revolu
tionaries shoned normous pluck and courage They secerved
the respect of the German general stalf and wo©°
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acknowledged to be tvern good stull for the militan
department 1n any country

The Mainpur:s Conspiracy

All the resolutionanies it Jadit were not worhing n a
single party  There were different parties and organisations
among them  One such prrty was that of Pandit Genda Il
Dikshit of Maunpun  Dikshutp was an ordinary school
master, but getung insprrtton  from  the writings of
revolutionanes he orgamsed 4 party of jyoung men He
thought that for hus purpe ¢ dacouts could also be useful, so
he tried to orgimise diconts 11 o, butin this he was not very
successful, because the dveoits cared for personal gun  more
than anything else  He honeser got some funds  from the
dacoits which were uulised for the revolutiontry party
Ultumately Gendalaljt was arrested with bus party  But he
managed to ecseape from jul, fell 11l and died a free man
Others of his party were convicted to varwous terms of
rigorous umprisonment  They were however let out on the
terminauon of the war in general amnesty  Ramprasad
Bismu! an absconder 1n the case could not be arrested till the
very last  Hewas destined to become the leader of the
military stde m the hakor: case

The Benares Consprracy

Benares had the honour to become onc of the chicl
centress of the revolutionaries during the first world war
Sachindranath Sanyal the right hand man of Rash Behan was
the Jeader of this centre  The centre succeeded 1n contacting
the army, and providing them with revolutionary hterature
At the fatlure of therr activities the chiel members were
arrested and tried 1n the Benares consprracy case  Among
other members of this party was Damodar Swarup Scth of

Bareily Sachindranath Sanyal was gnen transportation
for life
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Muslim Revolutionaries

It will not be out of place here to relate m short the part
which the Muslims played 1 the revolutiopary movement
during this period  Owing to some reason or other we shall
not go into details  The Mushms were not so active 1o this
sphere s the Hindus were It 15 also true that middle class
Mushms have been prone o look towards Turkey and otber
Islamic countries mo ¢ than they looked upon Ind a During
the Crimean v ar the Indan Mushms sympathised witb
Turhkey During the Italo Turkish war and other subscquent
events in the Balkans this feeling became more mamfest
The Mushims of Ind a also resented that Iran had been
divided 1nto British and Russian spheres of influence without
any reference to the wish of the Iranese  When 1a the first
world var Turkey o ned tt ¢ German side Bruush statesmen
understood that there would be d scontent among the Tndian
Muslms  So they came out with a proclamaton that
Batain had no antention of harming Turkey The Nizam
obviously under snstructions from the British Government
published a letter to the same effect

Pan Islamism to Nationalism

This however did not subside the unrest among Muslms
Apart from other manifestations some Maulavis of Deobund
ngaged in a conspiracy to subvert the British Covernment
Obedullah a Maulvi of Deobund took the lead  He wasa
convert from Sikhism At first he approached the Maulvis who
gave him a good heanng  Maulana Vahmud Hu sam the
chief Maulvi of Deobund also jomed him The 1deas of these
Maulvis were not really nationalsuc They dreamed of the
revival of Mushm rule 1n India  In order to mature the
scheme Obedullah and Mahmud Hussaw went out of India.
Obewdullah tried to persuade Islamic states to nvade Indis

Hisscheme envisaged an invasodof India by 209¢
Itamic state outnde Inda and simultancous r:%%
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in India  He, however fuled to induce 1y T lamie
state to undertale lus plan He then  concentrated
on the risng i Irdint A proviwonal govermment was
formed 1n Rabulin which Rajy Mahendr Pratap, v man of
umque sacrifice wasgiven the postof the preadent By exgenen
ce Obeidullah and other Mushim conepirators had abandoned
Pan Islamic :dens He had found out thit other Indians
were engiged in the sime hind of auniues v he  So he
thouzht of combnmming with them and worhing together
agawnst the British The resultwas the Provisional Governmient
of Azad Hind

Azad Hind Government

Obeidullah himeelf had taken the port of 1 mimster in
the Government Barkatullh was to become the prime
munister By the way 1t mught be mentioned that Barkatulla
was a resdent of Bhopal and had gonc to Tokyo 1cn
professor of Hindust1nt in the University there At Tohyo
he used to edit a paper called the “Islamic Friternity ”” This
paper was  topped by the Japanese Government on the
request of the British Government  He was also removed
from the post of professorship of the Tokyo University Since
then he had been devoting his whole ume to revolutionary
work

Epistles to the Czar and the Khalifa

This provisional government at Rabul sent letters to the
Czarand other Powers requesting themtoend their alhance
with Briish impenalism, and use their energies to bring
about a revolution 1n India  These letters were signed by
Raja Mahendra Pratap, the provisional president The
epistle to the Czar was sent na golden plate  Ansther
letter which was meant for the Sultan of Turkey was wntten
on yellow sill. This was not done for ornamental  purposes
but 1t was done to avoid detection by the police A piece of
silk with whatever inscription on 1t could escape the vigilance
of the police casily
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Silk Letter Conspiracy

Such letters were sent to centres i India as well Thes
letters contamned 1nstructions for the preparatoin of tht
revolution as well as the report of things done 1 other patt
of the world ~ When ultumately the whole conspiracy ¢
to the notice of the police 1t became known as the S
Letter Conspiracy case

The Rowlatt Committee

The revolutionary movement i India had assumed suc
huge proportions that 1t had become a constant sourcet
headache to the Government of India  Hence the govert
ment app da ded over by justice Rov
latt to mvestigate and repor! on the nature and extent!
the crim nal conspiracies connected w th the revolutionat
movement 1n India and to examine and consider the difl
culties that had arisen in dealing with such consp racies ar
to advisc as to the legislation af any necessary to enabl

government to deal effectively with them

The Black Report

This Commuttee submitted a big report runming nt
hundreds of pages  The report suggested curtailment in th
already limited cavil hiberties of the people  The report zo
only dealt with the suppression of terronstic organisations
but 1t also wanted to take away the rights of free speech aod
wring  Whatever we 1n our compartmental method of
thinking may fabul but the viewned the
actions of Lokamanya Chapekar Indo German conspiratorh
Bipmn Paul hbudiram o the same manner Al of thess
were equally reprehensible i the eyes of the commttee

Gandhip Leads

The Congress condemned the report and Mashatrd
Gandhi came out with the statement that 3f the bill proposed
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on the bass of the Rowlatt report were paved irto 1w he
would mnaugurate Sty rahe in the country We canam
afford to dilate on thr topic 15 to how Gandhipr became the
1wdo) of the people, beecruse At such 1 juncture when Todig
was feeling quite helpless he came out with 2 werpon that
promi ed hope and <ivation There were  countrunade
hartals agunst the report The Jullmawalt trageds was o
sequel to this movement [ shall not abo relate in detad
how from tius 1gitation 1 unst the Rowlatt repart the non

cooperation movement grewn  DBut et me point out here s
A definite case where onc can te how the revolutionany
movesnent and th wider nauonal movement mterpenetrated
and commingled  Pandit Mot I 41 Nehra de<cribed Rowlatt
Act 1n three words — Vo affeal, no Taktl, (Advocrtet no D 17
{1rgument), such was the 1ron hand of the foreiqn rules

Hindustan Republican Association

It s a fact of hustory that, duning the whole course of the
non cooperttion move 1ent, \ hich was prompted 1s 1n ex
periment 1n non violence the revolutionary movement n
India was held 1n abeyance  But 1s soon as the movement
was withdrawn by Mahatma Gandhi an 1922 after police
murders at Chaurns Chaura the revolutionanies came out
with their modus operand after their long libernation  The
Anushiin and Sachindranath  Sanyal started  organising
recolutionary groups in Northern Indin Ulumately the
Anushilan withdrew from Northern Indin and the whole
of Northern India came under one revolutionary orgimisation
11z, the Himdustan Republican Ascociation  The ulumte
object of the party was to end evploitation of man by man
throughout the world but 1ts immediate object was to found
a federated republic of the umted states of Indin by an armed
and orgamised revolution

The Ideal and Object

Many leaflets were published 1n pursuance of this cons
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picacy 1n which the masses were asked to adopt the revolt
tionary path as the Brtish could only be brought to the
senses by revolunon  In one of these leaflets it was sand the
the Soviet Russia among modern states was the 1deal of th
revolutionaries in India It also said that the party was®
one of terronists but wh n necessary 1t could enter mto
vigorous compaign to punish those who harmed the cau
of the country

Kakon Train Hold up

For funds the party rehed on subscriptions but as sut
criptions were not sufficient for running the party machin
village daco ties were commutted to fill the coffers of 1l
party In August 1925atanw sheld up at hakor ne
Lucknow and the safe containing the earmings of the raslw:
was broken open and looted  The spectacular manner:
which the hold up was executed the pohitical slogans whic
were advanced duning the commussion of the hold up tt
high calibre of the person who were subsequently arreste
made 1t onc of the most 1mportant episodes of the revolutior
ary history of India “~

Four Hanged Others Convicted

Pandit Ramprasad Bism! a poet of no mean meni
Rajendra Nath Lahir: a student of the M A in Bepare
Hindu Umversity Roshan Singh  Ashfage Ullah a Pathar
student of Shahjanpore were hanged 1n the hakon consp rac)
case  Sachindra Nath Sanyal and Jogesh Chand?
Chatterjce who were already 1n Bengal jail when the hakon
tramn hold up occurred were brought all the way to Luckao¥
10 stand this trial in the case  They were given transportd
tion for ife Other members of the conspiracy were award
ed various terms of imprisonment  The writer of ths article
was awarded 14 years R 1 :n the said conspiracy and w¥
released after being i Jail conunually for 12 yearsty the
first Congress Mimistry of the U P
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ctavities in Bengal

Bengal did not remun belund  On the 3rd Augu t,
923 <ome revolutionaries looted the Sankantolr Post Office
1 Calcutta  On the 9th December, 1923 the anmversary of
he Martyr Jatin Mulerjee was celebrated wath eclat in Cal
utta  In December, 1923 revolutionanes in Chuttagong
ommtted 1 d1coity and decamped with Rs 18 030

sop1 Mohan Saha

In 1924, Gopi Mohan S1ha shot and hilled one Mr Dean
Lnglish merchant  In reality he wanted to shoot Sir Charles
[egart the notorious police offiinl who had sent many a
evolutionary to the gallows  Gopr Mohan submutted 1 very
srlliant statement 1n court, 1n which after expressing regret
or havng shot an innocent Englishman by mustabe, he saud
hat the way of revolution was the only wry of derhing with
he Britsh rulers He sud that non violence was fuule visa
s the Englishman Gopi Mohan Saha was 2 youngster of
ixteen  The fact that he went to the gallow very bravely
put additional weight to bns statement Indeed 1 resolution
+1s passed extolling hus bravery in the n~xt provinciat con
erence of Bengal held at Serayguny  Gandhypn who had been
released from jail by this ttme on medical grounds took
exception to this resolution  There was a long and protract
cd controversy on this resolution between Gandhip and CR
Das who had taken up the cudgels on behalf of the revolu
tionaries

Kanpur Bolshevik Conspiracy

Along with conspiracies of a more or less terronstic
and blanquistic nature a2 new kind of conspiracy had
appeared on the scene  In 1917 the people of Russia had
been emancipated from the Czanst shackles Thus far
socialism was only an 1dea, more or less of an Utopny,
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bit the reahzation of socialism i Russia made it it
a lwving listorical force  Naturally the downtroddet
people of the East began to looh towards new Rusa fo
msp ration and emancipation  Narendra Bhattacharyt
(late M N Roy) once 2 terrort ook a Jeadng p3
n hoking up India and Russia  He had been n exile
long ume It was durng hss exle that the Russd
revolunion occurred  He went to Russta and from the
began to contact Indians in India In 1920 some Indi
Mushims  who had left India in Hyrat movement 3%
prot st met hum  nd came under the Russan influent
Among Russia returned Mahaprs Shaukar Osmam 3
some other Mushms played a great part in brmgy
Russtan 1deas of revolutionary organisat on and meth
nlndia  They returned to Ind 1 and conta ted perso
s India They tnel to set up orgamsat o among 1t
Lsbourer and the petty bourgeoiste Ths ncurred 1
wrath of the government and after someume tt Kanp
conspiracy case was started S A Dange Shauk
Osmam  Muzaffar Ahmad and Nalim were sentenced
four years R I As M N Roy was outsde India |
could not Dbe atrested  This conspiracy focussed tf
attention of the country to a n w method and g
Although the conspiracy was found out the proceed nt
of the case made a deep 1mpression on the youth of India

X x x x

Babhar Akali Heroes

In the Punjab the Babbar Akaly agitation desen®
spectal All the d i
essay were mare or less confined to the educated mdt
ciass  But the Babbar Akah agiation was a oy ©F T
ment of the Sikhs 10 the Punjab  Kashan Singh Gd""‘d,‘
one of the leaders of this movement was a resdent |
Jullunder  He was a hawildar i the cavalry but




other soldiers he did not confine tumsell to hus military
duties e uwed to read the duly papers, and had been
moved by the Jallmnwalh  masacre 1nd  subsequent
esents  The incident of Nankana on the 20th February
1921 in which nnoceat Sibhs were butchered proved the
st striw for im He rengned hus havildardup and
h¥e an spired person went from  wllage to willaze
prerching hymns of hatred agunst white rulers  Inthe
sume manner harm Singh and  Ldau Singh were
orgamising the poor peasantry an the distnet of Hoshiar-
pur  Kaushan Singh s party was onginally ealled Chakr
varty party 1 ¢ 1 party of the conquerors of the world
but whenit wis amalgamited with other parties of the
<ime nature, the resuftant orgamsation was named the
Babbar Akali A paper nimed ‘Babbar Abal begin to
appear under the editorship of haram Singh Gradually
the party began to collect stocks of guns, revaluers, bombs
ctc  The party also worked to sprend disaffection in the
army The leaders of the party cime to the conclusion
that 1t w1s due to trators that the previous attempts of
revolution had fuled therefore thev decided to end the
Ines of traiors real and potentinl One of the mun
metholds of the party was that suddenly a speaker would
appear m a vllage  assemble the willagers, preach revolu
tiaw wnd disappear before the palice cauld catch hum

On the Fhh of Tebruary, 1922 the Diwan of Haiyatpur
was killed Oon the 27th March  Hazara Singh of
Barbalpur was hilled  Several other persons were also
halled or maimed as the menit of the case required

Dhanna Singh and Banta Singh killed Bishan Singh
as he was suspected of having given information to the
police on several occasions They also killed Buta
village headman for being an informer They hilled
several other such suspictous characters  Naturally the
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police was on the lookout for these men  One day haram
Singh Udai Singh  hashan Singh and some others of the
party were passing near the village Bom ly The polce
got information and surrounded them  Shots were ef
changed  Uda: Singh and Mahendra Singh died on th
spot haram Singh entered a pool and hall immersed
m water he continued to fire on the policc party But he
was shot Bisan Swgh was also filed  This evenl
occutred on the Ist December 1923 but these shootngs
encouraged rather than discouraged the movement

Dhanna Singh could not be arrested for a long time
On the 25th October 1923 Dhanna Singh was mduced
by Jwala dingh an informer of the polce to go to 2
certam place where he as surrounded by the polce
When Dhanna S ngh realised that he had been betrayed
he wanted to « hip out his revolver but befo ¢ doin
so he was overpowered Dhanna Sngh had a 1 e bomb
concealed near his belt  After arrest he struck the bomb
1n such a manner that 1t exploded with the result that
he was killed but along with him five police men including
an Englishman named Horton were killed

Ultimately the Babbar Akali conspiracy was suppressed
88 persons were hauled 1na case among which 6 persons
namely Dharam Singh Santa Singh  Dalip Singh  hushan
Singh Garga); Nand Singh and haram Singh were hanged
other accused persons getung other terms of imprisonment

x < x x

Deoghar Conspiracy

In Bihar thece was a conspiracy called the Deoghat
conspiracy  This was an offshoot of the Khakor: conspiracy
Birendra and Surendra Bhattacharya of Benares were the
chief orgamsers of the conspiracy  In 1ts nature and $c0P¢
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it was similar to ats parent conspiracy  Ulumately some
persons were arrested  and awarded  varous terms of
imprisonment, the tghest punishment of 10 yewrs R I
bemng given to Sarlendra Chakravarts

The four hangings of the hakon conspiricy had
created 1 sur among jyoung men There were everal
attempts to avenge ther deaths  Two such attempts
deserve speetal mention Mamindranath  Banerjee  of
Benares fired 1t Mr Banerjeea D S P who was partly
responsible for the success of the hakon cae  Mamndr
wasgnen 10years' R 1 He died 1in the Central Jail of
Fatehgarh as a result of hunger stnhe which he had
undertaken for the amclhioration of C class pohitical
prisoners  The other attempt was made by Ramesh
Gupta of hanpur  He tried to shoot Virbhadra (at Orar)
who had been playing double game with the revolution
artes  The immediate cause of Rmesh’s wrath was that
Virbhadra had betrayed Chandra Sckbar Azad
Simon Escapes Twice *

The appointment of a Royal Commussion presided
over by Sir Simon to enquire nto and report on the
future reforms was greeted with anger and indignation by
the people of India  The revolutionaries reacted 1n therr
own way  Manmoh1n Gupta, Markandaya and Harendra
all of Benares conspired between themselves to blow up
the tramn of Sir John Simon As the police were more
vigtlant 1n the U P they decided to undertake the work
manout of the way place 1n the province o1 Bombay
Accordingly the conspirators started from DBenarcs with
one dynamite, several bombs and pistols for their objective,
but the bomb. exploded 1in the tram near Manmad
The explosion was so loud that 1t was heard from a distance
of 40 mules The roof of the railway carnage n which
the revolutionanies were traveling was blown off, and

* In the A«sembly, Bhagat Singh wanted to kill Symon but
his pistol was jammed
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the train went off the rails  Mathandaya died on the $¢
Harendra became unconscious ~ Some other passenge
also died When Harendra gamed consciousness
hospital he made a clean breast of everything Citimate]
Harendra who r d s fe and Manmoha
were sentenced to 7 years R 1 each

Lalaji s Death Avenged

The Simon Commusion visited Lahore on the 20t
October 1928 and there was altogether a different kv
of repercussion Theie Tala Lajpat Rar while leading th
boycott demonstration against the commission recever
lathi blovs from the polce  These blows ulumatel
resulted m hus death  He v as oo old to stand the lath
blovs and he succumted to s njuises on the 17d
November Hsdeath was taken as a natonal calam ty
and the whole of India felt enraged before this uncallec
for insult of the nation At this juncture the Hindusthar
Socialist Republican  Assoctation the only revolutiorary
party of Northern India decided to avenge the national
wnsult By the s ay it might be told that this party wa
a continuation of the party to which the Kakorn group
belonged  Indeed Chandra Sekhar Azad the chief military
leader of this party was one of the absconders in the
Takon compiracy case and Bhagat Singh wa  also oneof
the members of the hakon group tself

Bhagat Singh and Azad decided to kill the offetal
respon 1ble for the assault of Lala Lajpat Rar  Accordit g
they both  along with Shiva Ram Rajguru and Jaygop!
verelyinginy ait for Mr Saunders near his office on the
I15th December 1928 Mr Saunders came out of b
office at 4 pm accompamed by s orderly Chanan Sinh
As soon as the motor cycle of Mr Saunders 3 asi? [
speed  the revolutionaries spotted him out and shot #

S
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The revolutionanies had to hoot Inm although they had
no ntention of bl lan  The tory of how Bhagat
Singh ¢ caped in Turopean dress ~nd hov A 1d cwijed
as the lender of A Lo is Pilinim party fonmed im D AV
College hostel 1s very inepuring

Ultzmately  this ancrlent beesme the nucleus of 1
consprracy, and the Lahore conspiricy was the result
The persons accued mn this cae m de + mihe on the
contemporary history of Indin by therr courage, ntellect
and tact Bhagat Singh was arrested when he aleng with
Batuleshwnr Dutt threr 1 bomb in the Central As embly
on the 8th April, 1929

Assembly Bomb Case

At that ume the Pubhic Sifety Byl had been under
discussion 1 the As embly The Trades Disputes Bili
had been passed by 1 magonity, and President Patel was
on the pomt of givng hus ruling on the Pubhic Safety Bill
The atmosphere v asten e All the eyes were mnveted on
the face of the President when the explosion occurred
Sir George Schuster the finance member and Sir Bomanp
Dalal recened hghtinjuries  The throwers of the bomb
could easily tale advantage of the resultant confusion
but they stood there in the visitors gallery houung the
slogan of Inquilab Zindab.die¢, Long Line Revolution
Ehagat Singh and B K Dutt were the ongmators of
this slogan which sub equently becaime the battle cry of
all militant elements n the country irrespective of party
and creed

Dictatorship of The Proletariat

They were arrested, and sent up for trial Ina very
long statement, which since then has become a histonc
document, they said that the immediate aim of the
revoluticnaty party was to bring about the dictatordup
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of the proletwiat and the peasantry 1 Indm This
statement was hailed as a great contribution to political
thought Their :deas recerved particular attention becaus
their words did not emanate from the chair of a professr
but they came forth from the mouths of the revolutionaris
v ho were ready tolay down their hves for the fruition

of their 1deas
Herosc Fight in Prison

Bhagat Singh and Dutt were awarded transportatiot
for life in the assembly bomb case  They did not howeset
sit quietly 1 jal  Insde the prison also they gave fight
to umperialsm  The hakort prisoncrs had fou ht for
special treatment to political prisoners They had wot
n the Fght but the fruits of their  ctory had lasted as
lIong 1s they were under trials but as soon as they were
convicted they were robbed of the special treatment 5o
far allowed to them They put up a suff fight through
hunger stnnke  but the leaders mediated and ther fight
was left hall way Bhagat Stngh and his colleagues toak
up the fight {rom where the kakor: convicts had left it

Jatin Das s Martyrdom

Tt was a historic hunger stike  The Government wa
adamant Jatin Das one of the Lahore conspirators died
after 64 days of hunger stnke  His death was mourned by
the whole nation  His d ad body was taken from Lahore
to Calcutta 1n = special carnage At every station thousands
of people came to pay the martyr their last homare  VWher
his dead body reached Calcutta there was a sca of hum?
heads to shaw 1ts respects  Six Jacs of prople accor soird
hum to the cremation ground

Partial Victory Attamed |
Bhagat Singh and his colieagues catried the 6 bt f*
the rights of the pohitical pruoncers to s Togucal o I
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quences.  The wnt £ of the article was at that tme » lony
term comuct 1 the BaralhXCentral Jul  He wavone of
the hundreds of pohiical prisoners throughout India who
simultaneou Iy struck hunger with the Lahore comrdes
\s 1 consequence of these hunger stribes and the death of
Jaun Das the gosernment had to come down from sts
olympic heights, and create the three fold clhenfieation of
pn aners—into A, B and C clhsses  OF course, this was
not the obyrct for which the poliicyl prisoners had been
fighting, but on the whole 1t w1s an advancement and «o
the stnihe was called off

Three Death Sentences

The Lahore conspiracy drigged on for 2 long time,
ultimately 1t ended m the centences of death passed on
Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdeo Others were sentenced
to vanous terms of imprisonment  Once agun  Chandra
Shethar Azad could not be pumished although he was the
chief aceused

Attempt to Blow off Lord Irwin

The Lahore conspiracy was followed by many other
conspiractes in the Punjab and Delln - We need not go in
to details  On the 23rd December, 1929 the revolutionaries
tricd to blow off the trun on which Lord Irwin was travell-
g This had been done with great ingenuity, but it failed
to Ll the Viceroy who escaped death by a hair s breadth
It might be noted that it was on the 23rd December that
bomb was thrown on Lord Hardinge seventeen years ngo
After a long investigation a conspiracy ¢asc was started at
Delhi and some revolutionaries were convicted

In 1930 the revolutionanies made an attemgt to murder
hhan Bahadur Abdul Aziz a pohece Offimal who had be-
come notorious 1n some revolutionary ca es  The Gadodia
stores were looted on 6th June, 1930  Other such
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mcidents of a sporadic nature occurred but 1t was ebv
that this hind of revolution ry movement wasnow o
wane Indian jouths of a mlitant type were gradv
real zing that whatever the utihty of terrorism at a 1
when the mass movement was non existent at the pre
jun ture mass o gansations were the only m thod of br
e about revolution

Azad s Heroie Death

‘The death of Chandra Shekhar Azad while fihtin v
4 strong police party single handed as 1f heralded the
of nepoch which had been so glorious and 1n ats train
produced a rich harvest of martyrs and heroes On
27th Februn y 193! he was s irrounded by 2 pol ce part
Alf ed Park at Allatabad  He fo1,ht t11 the very last
died nddled with bullet Hs Jfe story was a very 1}
g one which covered the « hole post non coopera
revoluntwonry epoch  He wisa prince among revolc t
ares

The Chittagong Armoury Ra d

Now e shall turn our eves to Bengal where ¢
important things were happening and where the revoults
ary raovement was sull n full svirg  In Bengal the terre
movement h ¢ penetrated the masses more deeply  On
19th Afarch 1 30 Gandhuje began lus fumons Dand: Mar
He was not arrested for a long ime  When he chas
Ins modus operandt 1nd gave notice of taking by storm all t
salt depot  then only he was rrested  Flis successor Abt
Tayabji v as arrested on the 12th Apnl  The country ¥
m an electrifi d condition At this most psycholo ¥
moment seventy youne men of Chittaong dwided ther
selves 1nto se eral parts and sumultancously ruded the pol
line  tel phone exchange and the I 1 Head quart™
Within 45 minutes they § cre masters of the city the P



haung begun 1t 9 5 p m anlhwng rodel 2t 10 30 p m
Chuttagong was cut off from Dacer and Caleutts . Rulway
lines, tclephone connections and tel~ ciph wires were cut
In the I I Head quarters the revolutionaries too} po sest
1on of all the fire arms 15 also 2 Jew: run Some ¥ ng lishe
men, and Indian entrirs were billed  The Dy trict Mags
trate cxme to fi it the revolutinnares but h~ was repelled

The Fight 4t Jalilabad

As it was only nancdent coafincd to Chattagona, very
soon forees from il ades came  and the revoluttonaries had
to escape to the hills of Jaluibid  The malitary pursued
them there At first th mubitiry wis rep lNed, but an the
face of the will cquipp 1 armics of Beatish smpernbism the
revolutionarie suffered hewy lo <es Nineteen youths were
hilled on the spot  All these young exeepting one, were
below twenty  Madhusudin Dutta and Narcsh Rar halled
on that day were 17, where 1s Ardhendu Dastidar and
Pravash Nath Ball were 16 After this fi ht which has
since become famsus as the Jilalabad fight, the remuming
revolutionaries spread away 1 all dircctions

Chittagong Raiders Arrested

A group of these people was travedlng by Raulway on
the 22nd April Ihe Pilice wanted to arrest them  Shots
were exchanged nd one Sub-Inspector and two constables
diecd On the 21th Apnil Bilash Dastdar of this group
finding himself surrounded by the Pohice commtted swicrde
rather than become 1 prisoner  Some important persons
of this group were 1n hiding in [rench Chandan nagar
The British police contrary to 1l notions of international
law triced them to thar hiding plice on the French
territors surrounded them and after 1 suff gun fight arres-
ted three persons  Theie was 2 fourth revoluuonary there,
who was shot dead  Ganesh Ghose onc of the chief Ieaders
of the Chittagong rud was arrested at Chandan nagar
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Ra ders Conwicted

‘The Chittagong armoury raid prisoners \ €re tried by a
special tnbuna) and on the first March 1932 the following
were sentenced to transportation for life (1) Anant Singh
(2) Loknath Bal (3) Lal Mohan Sen (4) Phamndra Nand
(5) Sahawram Das () Subodh Rny (7) Ganesh Ghese
(8) Sukhendu Dastidar (9) Anand Gupta (10) Subodh
Chaudary (11) Fakir Sen and {12) Ranadhir Das Gupta
16 persons were released for want of sufficent proof but

xthey were immedintely arrested under the Bengal Ordinance
The Govt could not suffer such dingerous persons to bt
out of prison

The Ch ttagong revoultionaries had chosen the part:
cular moment with a v cw to give the masses a revolution
ary lead  But the country w s not yet ready to follow 1n
therr foot steps

Laxmikanta Shukla and fHhis Wife

On the 8th Angust 1930 Laxmikanta Sukli 4 young
man from Kkanpur entered the bunglow of Mr Flowers
Commussioner of the Jhansi division  Mr Tlowers had
made lumse)f notorrous by malireating satyagrahy lady
pnsoners  Sukla had gone there to wreck vengeance was
arrested redhanded 1 sth 1 pistol and a Ine bomb  Sulla
« as known to Chandra Shekhar Azad  but he had planned
this particular action according to his own free will  The
msult meted out to lady satvagrahis had snfunated o
He had follov ed the lead of none but his conscicnce
Laxmikanta Sukla was gnen transportation for lfe and
sent to the And In the And: after a certan
ume he was allowed to be a free prsoner i ¢ for all
practical purpo es he became free with certun restnetiont
inside the 1land  His wife Shrmau Basumats Sukla joned
him in s dreary Ife 1 the Andamans  Vishnu Slaran
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Dubls 1 kahort prisoner (later an M T A of U )
mostly hved with this couple ¢ their puardian It was
after the first Congress mimietey 1in the U P had talen
power that Mr Sukl was rel*1sed and repitrted  Mrs
Sulla reminds of Sith, who went of her own accord with
Rama to the forests 1n exule  Long hve such heromes

The Mauloia Dacoity

Bihar did not prove 1 good field for revolutionary
actnnities But an between, <ome revolutionary wives
reached Bihar  Jogendra Sublh was a member of the
Benares Gandht A hram  There lic came into contact with
Chandrt Shelhar Azad 1nd certan other revolutionanes, and
he was admitted 1n the party  After the arrest of the
Ralori group, he worked sceretdy in Bihar  He however
all the time was n touch with Chindea Shehhar Azad
When money was required fur the defence of the Iahore
case, 1 dacoity was committed in the village of Maulnm an
the district of Champaran  The police after long nvest:
gation arrested some persons Out of these Phanindra
Ghoss of Beltia turned approver and was later shot dead
Jogendra Sukla could not be arrested for a long ume  He
was finally arrested with three pistols, tried and sentenced

to 22 years R 1 Other ummportant inadents occurred
in Bihar

Punjab Governor Shot At

On the 23rd Decembzr, 1930, a young man named
Harihishan shot and wounded the Governor of the Punjab
when he was returming after delivering the convocation
address Hankishan was a resident of Mardan and had
come 1n touch with the Punjab revolutionaries He was

arrested, tried and hanged He faced the gallows like a
brave Pathan
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Bengal s Bl od Bath

The hustory of the revolutionary movement of Ben alo”
the periol s 5o rich in 1widents  that we can simply ¢
count here only som important events  On the 14th Jun
1930 a bomb factory was detected at Machuabnzar 1
re ulted 1n a ne v ¢ se and Dr Naryan Banerjee the leade
of the group was avarded I10yers R I On the 23t
August 1930 agawn an attempt was made oa the hfeof S
legart But ag n he escaped  Dinesh Majumdar we
transpo ted for hfe but hs collaborator Anuj Gupta wi
Lilled on the spot  On the 29th Aujust 1930 the Inspect
General of Pol e Mr Loy man was shot dead by a yout
man named Bnoy hnshna Bose Mr Hudson whow
accompny nothe I G wa also hot at but he recoven
althou_h he had recenved t o bullet wou ds  QOn the 30
Augu t a bomb vas thrown on the house of Pabitra Lo
Inspector of lolice at Mymen 51 gh  Sot haram Dutta w:
arrested in this connection  Inspector Tarimi Mukarj e w
shot and killed while travelting on tramm  Later on Ra
Krishna Bis as was hanged and habpada Chakrava ty w
gnen transportatton for life for having shot Mukarjee

Ths revolutionarics enter d the Wnters Building 1
which the Bengal Secretariat was situated It was on th
8th December 1930 Thev forcibly ent red the office of \Mi
Stmpson the I G of Prisons and firedat hum  Mr Sunpso:
recewved 9 bullets 1n alt and died on the spot  After hilie
Mr Simp on the youths went to kall Mr Nelson the Jud ca
Secretary but farled to Ml him  In the meanume the polo
had surrounded the wrt rs Bulding Al the three met
attempted 10 commut swi ide  but only Sudhir Gupta 3¢
ceeded  The other two were taken to hospial  Ooe ofth
two Dinoy hts hna Bose died on the 13th December Ber
fore dy1g he made 1t clear that 1t washe who had shot “’l
Lowman Dinesh Gupta the thid youth in this cas¢ wi
hanged



The Youagest Hero

After the Chuttngong rud 1 reign of terror prevailed in
Chittagong Hindu youths of the Bhadralok class were
ordered not to be scen outade their houses after sunset
Pumtise police was aleo kept to harass the people  The vl
lages of the district were not exempted from police atrocities
Khan Bahadur Asanullah, the police chief was responsible
for perpetrating atrocities  On the 30th August, 1930 2
youngster named Harpada Bhattacharya, who was barely
14 shot and killed hum when he was returning after sceing 1
football match  Untold atrocitics sere commtted on Han
padi, and he was almost reduced to v cripple He was given
trinsportition for ife He was spared the rope because of
us age — ( Manmath Nath Gupta of Kakors Fame )

8 X X X

Ram Chandra-Revolutionary
Genius

Pandit Ram Chandra of Peshawar was a born rerolutionary
who fought the battle of India s freedom sn Ameniea before and
during the first world war  1$uh Ins head quarters at
Sanfrancisco he maintained a very successful propaganda
compargn for India s freedom in the hosprtable columns of the
Califormia press  He was a promnent member of the glorious
Ghaddar parly founded by the late Lala Har Dyal—father of
revolutionartes ~ Pandit Ram Chandra was 1n the bad bools of
Frontier Police and he ged to disappear from Pesh
to Japan and later to Amersca By the conuinaing  power
of s pen and Ins sacrifice he rose o be the edstor of the
Ghaddar and secrelars of the parly He was arrested during
the War tn Indo-German consprracy case along with several
Indian compatriols  The British agents were able lo create
communal troubles between Hindu and St#h members of the
Ghaddar parly after Lala Har Djal s departure for Lurope
During the inal a misguided sikh comrade shot and Filled the
great sevolutronary Pandit  The assadant was also Filled on
the spot by Am rican guards  The murder caused a gloom tn
the entire Indian commumily
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only demanded  Iam readv with all my soul todom
duty mind you do yours !

She donned her usual muhitary umiform  rode a nob!
steed took out her gem bestudded sword from the sheatt
and ordered the army under her to marchon  She mac
ready all the posts near hotakt Serai which had been give
to ber care and when the Enghish army was i sight ever)
where tenmpets and pipes drums and nra aras rent the 1
Ifonly she had an army equal 1n courave and dann t
herself ' Even the insubordinate and hesitating felt hero
under her mfluence and with them and her sclect band ¢
hor emen she charged hard the English army ! Her tn
female friends Mandar and hashi  also fought bravelyt
her sside  May the sweet memorv of these two patriot
girls—beautsful 1 appearance with male attire put o
taking pleasure in fi ht—lve sn history along with thatt
their mstress as long as hustory lives! A general like Smt
was charging the Rances army but to-day the Ranee
bravery and daring were a sight to see Like lightmung st
moved about all day The English attacked the ol
phalanx a number of times  On every accasion she mair
tamed her hold firm  Her army occasionally felt enthusiast
and attacked the Briish and cut down many of them A
last Smith wasforced to retire  he gave up the attempt ¢
breaking the mass and began to turn to another side leavin
the nest of the cobra alone !

Thus closed the day and thas rose the 18th of th
month ! This day the English had resolved to make des
perate charges  I'rom all directions they advanced on th
fort and tred their utmost  General Smuth forced to retie
the day before was very determined to-day and mded by
re inforcements  he charged the same Jhaps: side he hsd
gone for the day before  Sir Hugh Rose thought that e
presence was also absolutely necessary and so he was pef
sonally present with the force attacking the Jhanst side
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The Rance too was reads for ham with all her forees  “She
was reads with all her soul to do her duty * That day,
she wore 1 Clandert turban embrowdered 1Ml over A fara=ce
cloat, and pyjaras A pearl nechlace was round her neck

Her fimous steed being tired that div 2 nes, fresh looking
horse was made ready for her, {ully caparsoned  While her
two beautiful maids were taling sherbet, news came that
the Fnglish were adsancing  Lakhshmi immedintely darted
forward from her tent  The arrow flies not so rpudly, the
lihtning flashes not forth with such forec from the clouds,
2 lioness le ves not her lair so quickly to fll upon the 1p

proaching elephant | She rode her horse, hfted her swo d,
and charged the enemy with her army  An Inglsh wnter
says, “Immediately, the beautiful Ranee went over the field
and made 4 firm stand 1gainst the array of Sir Hugh Rowe

She led her troops to repeated and fierce attacks and, though
her ranks were pierced through and were gradually becomung
thinner and thinner, the Ranee was seen 1 the foremost
rank, rallying her shattered troops and performing prodigies
of valour But all was of no aval The camel corps,
pushed up by Sir Hugh Rose in person broke her last line

Sull the dauntless and heroic Ranee held her own

Bharat’s “Best and Bravest?

That Rami Lakhshmi Bai of Jhansi was the best and
bravest daughter of Mother India 15 evident from the most
heroic manner of ber facing defeat and sacrificing her hfe 1n
the cause of restoring Liberty of Indin  This 1s how Veer

Savarhar has described her last moments when the enemy
had entered Jhanst

But while her side was fighting with such unexampled
bravery, she saw the Lnghsh army advanang on her rear
—for they had broken through the ranks of Revolutionaries
who were holding the posts behind her !
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The artillery dumb the main army routed the victont
Enghish army closing on her from all sides with only fift
or twenty horsemen with her Rance Lakhshm accorapar
by her maids put her horse to a gallop m order tobt
through theenemy and to jon her comradeson theo!
ade The Feringh horsemen of the Hussars who knew
o far where she was fired shot after shot on her and purs
her hike hounds  But the Queen v ith uncxampled cout
cleared her vay with her sword and marched on  Sudd:
was heard a cry Iamdead B 1Salib I am dead! £
v hose 1s thisery ® Lakhshmi turned round and found
it as her mai | Mandar whom a white soldier had shot
lilled ! Angered she attacked the Fennghi and her t
felled him on the spot  She had avenged the death of
M ndar ! She then marched on  She came 1o a snmalt
Nov  onc jump and Jhans would have been out ©
Feringhs s clutches  But her horse would not tale
yump ! If only she had had her old horse! Asif the:
i ne of a magician was round him the horse moved 1n ar
round and round but would not cross  Before you could

one the Englsh horsemen closed on her! Stll n
v ord of su render or fear | One sword against ther sev
s ords-—yet she closed on them  She crossed sword s
sword with them all but one of them hit heron thet
from belind ~ With that blow the night part of her
and even her right eye came out—just then another b
hit her ¢n the chest Oh Lakhshmi Lakshmil  the
drop of thy sacred blood 18 dnpping and therefore
Nother take this Jast sacnfice for thee ! Even at the
of death she killed the Briush for who had attacked b
and now the young Queen was breathing her fast bres!
A fanhful servant Ramchandra Rao Deshmukh wasT¢
He took her to a cottage n ar by  Ganga DasBawa g
her cold water to drnk to quench her thurst and a bed 0
down upon  Bathed in blood this goddess of war rechm
on the bed and then her soul quietly flected from ber o
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to heaven!  As goon 1s she wis dead,  Ramchandra Rao
i accordance with her duving instructions pr pared 1 p e
of grass unscen by the enemy , he put Ter on that pyre and,
bafore the touch of slery could defile even her dead body,
she was cremated

“Oh the pyre, 1t not on the throne ! But Takhthi
il witn her sweetheart Liberty t She has forced opn tl ¢
ites of death by faling 1n bittle and has now entered the
ther world  Pursuit can no longer harm her  Wiched

ursiit must pass through those roanng flames before st can
lo so

“Thus fought Lakhshmi She had achieved her purpa ¢
ulfiled her ambitson, carried out her resolie? One uch
ife vindicates the whole existence of 1 nation ! She was
he concentrated estence of all virturs A mere woman,
1ardly twenty three yet, beautiful s rose, charming in her
nanners, pure of conduct, she had 1 power of org inisation
of her subjects, extubited by very few, even among men
The flume of patriotism was afways burming in her heary,
and she was proud of her country’s honour and pre-eminent
mwar ! Itisvery rarely thata nation s so fortunate ¢ to
be able to claim such an angelic person, as 1 daughter and
aqueen’  Only a revolutionary hero libe Veer Savarkar

could pamnt this picture of the Iist moments of Ran
Lakhshm B ending 1n a heroic sacrifice

Chand Bih

Chand Bibi played a historic role in the India of
Moghul days By her vahant fight agunst Akbac’s forces
she considerably weakened the power of the Moghulir South

Indsa and thus helped the coming success of the Marathas
and the Sikhs

What was she like, this Queen who matched her dimt
nutive army against the “Shadow of God  (Ahbar) ?
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As a girl she was undoubtedly a real fairy tale princest
who fits vell into the legendary pomp of the Deccan courts
A panting which I have seen shows her cantering a whit
Torse across the yellow fields  She 1s out hawking her blact
L air hang ng down to her shoulders a golden scarf blov 1wl
in the breeze  Red pyjamas a flowing skirt of gold spttet
mushn and heavily embroered golden sl ppers are be
nding kit A red conwal pagr  with blach plume andgoh
and pear] ornament gives her fioure quite a manmsh Took
On her red gauntlet 15 a grey hawk It s an unexpectt
p cture from an age when the daughters of Deccan sultan
are very much in purda when their only use 1s as pawns?
the game of dynastic marriag s She 13 to become such
pawn but only for a tume !

Chand Bibi was the wife of Ali Ad1 Shah Suitan

By pur  She was lucky to be tutoured 1 diplomacy f
toenty years  Her husband was killed by a servant b
fis nephew mine years old Ibrahim became the new Sult
with Aunt Chand Bibt as the Regent  She was the vier
of many palace intriyues and was compelled to mnurder b
chief minister hamal hhan  kash var khano his executiont
confined Chand Bibi 1n Satara but the Abysuinians servan
relersed her and she got Kishore Rhan hilled 1n Golkond:
She took over both Ahmadnagar and Biyapur and rul
very ably  Inonc battle she defeated Akbars son Prn
Murad who stormed Ahmadnagar  The fort was in gra¢
danger  She strapped on a soldier s armour snatched up!
sword and rushed mto th breach  The cnemy rush v
stopped

Money Bags for Cannons

When her artillery was short of ammunition she sentft

.
bags of money She used all her copper silver and E"I"’
Finally even her jewels were rammed into the canﬂf’m
mouth  Her tough fight forced T nince Murad to make pe*
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Later the Moghut armies aimvaded agun but there was no
Chand Bibi to <lau, hiter them with flyin,, pice, She had died
an immortal s death

Heroines of Rajasthan *

Rojput histony 1s tull of ierorsm ard stenfices of brave
women  Dut the greatest stories of all are those connected
with the three sacks of Chitore, thote ternible days wiich
male the onth “by the sin of the 1k of Chutore” unalter
able to a Rajput

The first of these was brought about by the fime of
Princess Padmani, whose name sull survives 1o common
parlance as the synonym for fair and virtuous w omanhood

Her renown as ths greatest beauty of her day had
attracted Allhh u din, and he forced s way to the bare
roch of Chitore demanding to see her face, cvenifit were
only her face refiected 1 a mirror

He saw 1t, honourably entertatned by Prince Blum Singh
But the sight inflamed his desire still more, and escorted s
honourably back to his camp he seized the Prince asa
ransom for the Queen

The Chiefs of Chutore, aghast at the loss of their King,
decided that Padmant must do her duty  So seven hundred
Iitters containmg the Queen and her attendants set out
mournfully to the mvader’s camp  The husband saw his
wife for one brief farewell, and then — then by Padmant’s
wit, from out of those seven hundred ltters leapt seven
hundred armed men, wiile each of the bearers, throwing
off his slight disgusse, showed armed to the teeth  With such
a bodyguard Bhum Singh and Padmam had time to mount
fleet horses and escape

* From India by Mempis
*
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But at a bitter cost  Surrounded hy the Mohammedst
army the flower of Chitore died hard~but died

Thete 1 scarc ly anything finer in the annals of Tade
than the story of the Rajput wife and widow who standin;
beside the flaming pyre cried 1o the boy who had bom
himselt m battle beside her dead lord

Teli me ere 1 go hence how my lord bore umself ?

Reap r of the harvest of battlet On the bed 0
honour he has spread a carpet of the slan 4 barband
prince hus pllow he sleeps ninged about by s enemes ! ’

Tell me yet orceagan O boy ! how my love bor
haymsel( ?

O mother ! fow ¢ n the vorld tell of s deeds’
There were none lelt to { ar or to p aise im

Years passed and Allah u din  who h+d never forgotte
the defe t returned  The maden csty was hald ol
mnpregnable but the gold which he paid for every basketfd
of carth soon rased a commanding po t whenee he could
pour hus mus iles mto the city

50 the weary hot days sped on slowly unul oncn i
hang Bium Singh wok 1a fexr  Inalurid § ght the tutelsr
goddess of Chutore stood before hm  saym

If my altar and your thrane 1s to be kept fett ¢ *
1 ho wear the diadem die for Chitore

Now Bhim Singh and Padman: had twelve sons

So onie by one 1n obedience to the goddesss ordess I
young Princes were set on the throne  For three day? 17
were huog ard then they went forth to meet the foe!
to mect death i
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Only 81y Singh remuned  the dathng of lus father’s
heart

Death with Honour

Then Bhim Singh called the ¢l tomether  “This
shall not bz, hesmd  “The cnuld <hall go fece torecover
what s lest, 111l dic for Chintore’

“Yes! we will die for Chitore”  echinad the chieftains
solemnly  “In saffron robes 1nd badal coronets we will
die for Chitore’

Then throughout the + hole a1ty stern resolve tool hape
1 bridal garments and a funeral pire, vast, my terious, et
in thevaults and caverns wmch  tretch far s 1, into the
carth

Thither in sol~mn procession came the Rajput s omen
singing, 1n their holiday garments, covered + ith ther jewels

Then, when the gate had clo ed upon the lst + omin—on
Padmani—the men s turn had come ! Surrounding Prince
Ajay Singh with a picted band of de perate + arriors sworn
to see the Ind safe they flung open the gates and brdal
coroneted, saffron robed, ought the embrace of death

When the conqueror led his sictorious troops into
Chutore all was still Only 1 wipor twoof thin mole
escaping from the vaults below hung earthwards or dnfted
}ywards

None have entered the vaults sinee, save one, led tnther
by God, and to day the very entrance to thum_ s forgotten,
though the “sin of the sack of Chitore” sull echoes from
Rajput mouth to Rajput mouth

Ram: Karunavatz
The second sack of Chitore was in the tune of Humyun,
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of the three Great Mochuls and oncea aina womia
There an ancient custom i Tndia
not assome have asserted by any means confined to the
Reyputs by which 2! oman m1ty choose what s calleds
Uracelet brother {rher defence by sending to any mani—
eruporor of dave—2 atken bracelet called a Ram Rokhs "
1 made 1 rem W31 of the bracelet which Ram s mother
Raphalva £ ged o1 her son s wrist ere he started onh
eale amdpa =T cord of silk bounden with tinsel fastened
\ ath Joop snd button 2nd hung wath seven uny ]
o L, red oranve yellow green blue mds o
\ urs of the spectrum

s¢ ond
tried to save the cty

P
—the 000
oo opt omal to TECENE 1t but once bound ahout th
wetan gmall breast bodice  vhich custom  has chosrt
as the Bt 8o return sent to the g er the twan are brothe
s bt nlsolubly and from ttat moment he 1s bount
e Hesher dearanl reverend Dbrothe sht

e and wirtuous sister
o Q‘trlﬁCCd Lives

N w haravat mother to the baby k n

g saving her
husband s funeral €

o her al fre for the chuld s sake sent

™
Jet to the Emperor Hi
, habace P! umaj un Tell him
& ndw ht;mc”""g“’ 18 bracelet bound bro her
. o R arunavati ol and that she 1 b
TS had ir Shah e 15 hard
H mayup s cVery mslmcz )
ou podent Veritable kn with the chus,
} fehecond b of Pengal of
tu od mf’g came too s engaged
garr off |1 die as nd the
Thirteen t once
Ran: hers N vyre b
Rang beyol
Then -

Tapprned
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mumng handful of the garnicon, clad in bridal robes and
coronated with the bridal crown, rushed, dealing death,
upon death

Tlirly teo thosard men penns! d duning tus second stege
Brave Panna

The fate of hitle Udar Singh, the baby Rang, deserves
some few words

Given an asylum by hus Ialf brother Bikrrmapt, he lived
m the palace with lis fo ter mother Pinnn Oac might,
whea he had fallen asleep, screams rose from the women’s
appartments, and then the death wut  Accustomed to the
hfe of prlaces, Panna’s quick brun leapt to the truth  Cons
picators had slamn Bit rvmapt, and the next vicum would
surely be Udwu Singh

To catch the child up, thrust some sugared opiuim 1nto
his mouth, hide nm sull sleeping 1n 4 frnt basket, and puve
that into the hands of 1 futhful servant, saying, €Go ! — to
the niver bed  outside the aity — wut for me?, was butan
nstant’s quich work

The next was not so casy, — to throw 2 rich robe over
her own sleeping chuld and wait, wait breathlessly

It came all too soon that question, ¢ The Prince ® Where
15 the Prince ?

With ~ supreme cffort she pointed to the sleeping child

When all was over, when she had wept her full, poor
soul, and the funeral rites of the supposed young king had
been duly performed, she hid her face 1n her veil, and stern,
dry eyed, resolved, made for the river bed  There she found
her nurshing, and rested not at all till, through wild hill and
dale, by precipices 1nd peaks, she reached the fortress of
Komulmer
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Guard the life o the hang  she cried  to Aeysha Shab
the governor and set the chuld upon hus knee

Died to bave Udaipur

There 15 one more Rajput story a simple Tittle story
which yet lingers in the mind as one looks out on the lake at
Udaipore—the story of the Princess hashna Ruman the
flower of Rajasthan  Fiftcen years of age lovely Jovable
she became the apple of discord between Sindhia Ju gut
Singh of Ambar and Raj h of Marwar

Distracted by fear lest one or all of these importunat®
suttors should sack town and pala ¢ he father condemned
hrtodic She took the poi on offered her smiling saymg
to her v eap ng mother  Why grieve? A Rayput maden
often enters the wo 1d but to be sent from 1t Rather thank
my father for gving you me tll to day This happened
Jate an the eighteenth century

Chose Death to Surrender Durgavati

Ram Durgavati eut a dashung figure 1 1fe  her death
was no less dutmoushed  Thou h less well known than
Rant Laxmsba: of Jhansi and Ram Padmavaty of Chittor
Ram Durg vati of Garha Mandla was not a whit Jess yaliant
than these two women

The way this Gond Queen ruled her hingdom  endeartd
her to her people  And the heroie way she fought the vasty
supenior Moghul forces enshrined her n their affections
She perished in the attempt to keep her kingdom but sh¢
lives for exer in the hearts of freedom lovers

It 3s proposed to keep her memory green by erecting?
monument 1 Jabalpur and plans for this are well undet
way

The Gonds of whom about two million are to be found
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m Madhiva Pradesh, were 1 royal tnbe  OF the four ancient
Gond roy1l fimiies—Chanda, harmny, Devgarh and Garha
Mandli—the last named to which the Rami belonged,
achieved great fame When Akbar w on the throne 1t
Delhy, Dalpat Shah, as daning as he was handrome, son of
Sangrim Shah held sway at Garha Mandla

Brave & Pretty

Atthis same time, Durgavan, daughter of Shalnahan
Chandel, Rajxof Rath, near \{+hoba swiyed the hearts
of men as much by her bravery as by her beauty

Some <cholrs 51y that Durgavau was the daughter of
Padihar of Uchera  Thus finds mention in the hist of Gond
Kings submutted to the Governor General by 1 Commussioner
of Jabalpur 1n 1825 Mr Cunningham, onc of the Briush
officers, 1dentifies Durgasatt as the daughter of karat Singh
of halinger  Abul Fazil, however, records that she was the
daughter of Salivahan of Chandel Van 1 Chroniclers may
disagree on this point, but they are definite on the other
one—of her legendary beauty

None but the brave deserves the fair And so 1t was
in Durgavatis ca e Her marriage with Dalpat Shahis a
thnlling episode clothed 1n the full glroy of romance 1nd
chivalry of mediaeval knights

Legend, which lives to this day among the Gonds, says
that the flame of love was hindled 1n them by glorious re
ports of each other reaching them regularly  As with Nala
and Damayants, so with Dalpat and Durga  According to
a story mentioned i the Abhinandan Granth, they met at
a mela at Mahoba and fell in love at first sight

The course of true love never cid run smooth, said the
bard It did not in Durgavat’s case The Ra) Gonds,
though they called themselves hshatrivas, were looked upon
as a lower caste by the true Kshatniyas Durga’s father,
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proud of huis hshatriya blood  would not give the hand of
us fair daughter to one who 15 not a hshatnya disapproved
of the alliance with Dalpat and fixed up her wedding with
a neighbouring K hatriya youth

Things soon came to a head  Durga acted with speed
She sent 2 message to Dalpat I will be gomng for vorship
at Durgas temple on the outskirts of Mahooa on Vasat
Panchami day Take me away then If jou miss that
opportumity I will be somebody elses

She was not destined to be somebody el es howevet
Dalpat arnved at the temple of Dur,a on the ~ppotated
day with 1t s stated 1 velve thousand soldiers and carned
away ht sweetheart

Dalpat and Durga got married according to ancient
fites at Singhorgarh about 38 mules from Jabalpur on the
Sagarroad  This was 1n 1540 A D

San,_ram Shah died shortly after and Dalp t became
ruler 1n 1541 He lived for about five years more and died
when their only son Vir Narayin was three years od
Rant Durgavatt appoiated him ruler and took the reins of
admunustration as regent  She chose Adhar Kayasth as Chuel
Minsster to help her 1n ruling the kingdom

Her fificen year rule was a saza of glory  More glon
ous was her stern resistance to the invading Moghuls

1t began this way Asaf hhan the Nawab of Manakput
and Sub dar of Akear viewed the prosperous kin,dom o
Ram Durgavats covetously and sought a cause to go to war

1t 1s said that on behall of Lmperor Akbar Subedas
Asaf Rhatt sent Durgavat a golden charkha as a preseat
The ymphed insinuation was that women are born not fo
rufe but to spin
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Ranmi Durgavats wasted no time o giving 1 suatabl
reply  She ent 1 golden “pinjan” an nstrument to clean
cotton as a present

Cause of War

The imphied nsinuation was that of women must spin,
men must process the cotton It may be noted here that
n Hindi “Pinjrda’ s used to denote 1 useless fellow  This
Asaf Rhan thought, was 1 wanton msult at the Badshah
and ordered atfach

There 1s another story about the immedi1te cause of war
Durgavau had a white elephant ( Literally not figuratively )
which Akbar asked for Growing angry when Durgavaty
refused to oblige, h= ordered mobilisation

Accounts avalible now of that grim battle say that
Asaf hhan reached Singhorgarh with 6,000 cavalry men
many guns and 12 000 infantrymen

Durgavati was taken by surprise but was not intimie
dated At the tume she had, at first, only 500 cnv1lry men
She assembled whatever forces she could and prcpnrcd for
battle at Garha The pursuing enemy forces did not permit
this  The Ram then formed the battle hine on a maidan
between Garha and Mandla  She had less than 5,000
soldiers They knew the use of gun powder but had no
guns at all The Gonds relied mainly on bows and arrows
and their swords They were, however, meeting vastly
supersor forces

The first day of the battle scared the Moghul forces
Therr guns had not yet arnved

On the second day the Rant arriveed on the battle field
on elephant-back She would havc celebrated an outnght
victory then and thcrc but for the fact that the Moghul
forces had got therr guns by that time
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Agamst all rules of the game at that tyme Asaf hhae
made a surprise attack «#The Rani gathered her forces and
gave battle The Qleen ramed arrows on the cnery from
her seat on the elephant Unfortunately an encmy atrow it
her inthe eye  She pulled 1t out but 1ts point broke and
remamed in the wound  Despite this she did not give vP
fighting

The tide of war was now turning agamst her A et
1 the rear of her forces that had been dey had overmght
got so swollen that even the el phant could not ¢r0®
1t With gunfire 1 front and a nver in spate behind th
Ran faced a grave criis  The Queens mahout pleaded
that he would somehow get the clephant across the Tér
and 1+ ould take her to safety

But the Queen mid  No Euler I win or die here

The next moment an arrov prerced her neck  In e
meantime  a report reached her cars that her 18 yenr old
son Vir Narayan 1ho vas al o in the thick of battle was
killed This spread confuson 1n the ranks A twu lly he
was only wounded  Soon the Rani vas surrounded by the
enemy forces

Kills Herselfl

Rather than fall into encmy hands  she decided to erd
her life and ordered her trusted hicutenant to kil her H
would notand suggested they could sull make good therr
escape

But Durgavati v as not of the type that flees the field of
batde When he said he would not kill her she snatched?
sword from her mahout and ended her life with 1t

On the spot where she fell near the willage of Barela 1*
Jabalpur district a shrine known as Durgavat Chabutr?
has been buift



The son continued fighting, unul he, too, fell  Acaf
Khan, victorious, proceeded towards the fort  The women
there, who, feared Nihing into Mushm hands preferred
burning themselvis to death, 1n acce danee with Rajput
tradition h P MNarayanan tn The Times of India

MADAM CAMA*

She First Unfurled Flag

Madame Cama was India’s first woman revolutionary,
who unfurled our first national flag 10 a foreign country s
long ago as August 18, 1908

The story of her tempestuous life, her revolutionary
career, long torturous exile, her service and sacnificc makes
thrlling reading

But there exists not 1 single biography of thus brave
woman, and the listonans of our fight for freedom have sadly
neglected her

Here then, 15 the story of a forgotten proneer, collected
from old files, dust laden chromcles and odd records, and
heard from the mouths of those who had wvisited her at her
Par«1 boarding house

Pars1 by religion, Indian by birth, Madame Cama was
born in Bombay Her father, Soraby Framp Patel, was a
well known merchant of Bombay and brought up his
fasounite child 1n all the luxuries he could afford

She went to Europe for medical treatment but love for
Indian freedom turned her a crusader for India

"+ How she !:J;ed Indian Revolutionanes 15 a glarous chapter of her life
Full story 1n second edition N
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Madame Cama was the fist Ind an to agtatefora
national flag a flag that would inspire all Indians and help
to bring them under one banner  And fos this alone het
memory should always be with us

In 1908 Jean Jaures famed leader of the French Social
sts mvited Madame Cama to the International Socialist
Conference at Stuttgart as a  fraternal delegate from
India

There she gave a fi ry ex tempore speech espousing the
cause of India s freedom condemning the atrocities of the
Briish burcauerats  and  amid thundenng  applavst
she unfurled India s fist nauonal flag on  August
18 1908

Her FLAC WAS A TRICOLOUR GREEN SAF
TRON AND RED EIGHT LOTUSES WERE EMBRO!
DERLD ON THE GREEN STRIP ON THE SAFFRON
STRIP WERE THE WORDS BANDE MATRAM
IN HIND!I WHILE ON THL RED STRIP WERE THF
IMAGES OF THE SUN AND THE CRESCENT RE-
PRESENTING THE HINDUS AND THF MUSLIMS

Imagine a tall but frad Indian woman dressed in#
long sleeved blowse and flowing  Pamn styled san givn 2
stirning speech  unfurling our first Tricolour 1 a foreg?
country — Germany — proudly and fearlessly way back 10
1908 when India was sull slumbering under a foreign yoke
when Candhip and Nehru had not yer appeared on the
Indian scene o

For 35 years she carnicd on her revolut onary actnites
She started 2 journal named  Bande Matram and fousht
on for India s freedom and refused to returs to India 08 ¢
Briush passport
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But after 35 years of ewule, she became homesct
Waeighed down with 1ge, she desired to return to Indin = But
the British Government refused to give her 1 passport

Though she was weak and aged, hardly able to walk or
stand or speak or wnite, the Briush Government demnnded
a wnitten guarantee from her that she would not hold 1ny
meetings or mahe speeches

Reluctantly, after great persuasion 1nd with teaes of
humhiation she signed the guirantee and came to India not
to hive but to die

Hardly had she landed in Bombay when she was taken
to the Parst General Hosprtal, where after 1n illness of eight
months, Madame Camn quietly passed away on August
16, 1936, unsung, unwept and unhonoured

Though India ind Bombay in particular, did nothing
to perpetuate her memory, Paris erected a2 small and sunple
tombstone 1n her memory, 1n Pere la Chaise cemetery where
a corner had been reserved by Madame Cama herselfl

Oan 1t was engraved a sumple yet stwring epitiph that
will continue to nspire for all im= all true lovers of hiberty

i
¢ Resistance to Tyranny 15 obedience to God

{DFAN SHAW-—n The Bombay Chromele )
Brave Daughters of Bengal

On the |24th December, 1931, two girls of the Faizunisia
Garl s School namely Shant (’}hosc and Sumti Chaudhury
acquired mnterview with Mr B G Stevens the magistrate of
Comilla with a ruse, and shot lim dead The girls were
arrested and sentenced to transportation for lhife On the
6th February, 1932 another girl Bina Das who went to
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recenc the B A degree shot at the Governor Sir Stz
Jackson  She fired five tm s but faled to kil
Bina Das was arrested tned and sentenced to trapsport

for hie *

In Midnapore one after another three mag: trates
kalled For a time the district of Midnapore became 2
of terror for the YCS5 people Bemg posted these

pposed to be to gz the seaten
death  On the 29th July 1932 Mr Ehson the addu
D M of Tippera was shot dead  On the 7th August
Alfred Watson the editor of the Statesman was shot at
he was coming down from his motor car but he was 1
The assailant could not be arrested as he at once
potassium cyande Sir Watson was shot because the S
man was following an antt Ind an policy On the
August Mr Grosby the addit onal S P of Dacca was
at  On the 24th September 193”7 a bomb was throw
the European Club at Chittagong resulung m the dea
«everal Europ Atad of a hundred yards
the club the dead body of Pre t1 Lata a gul revolut
wasrecovered  On the 28th September Sir Alfred W
was again shot at from 2 motor car but he was agin s
On the !8th November Mr Charlet Luke the Super
dent of Rajshahi Central Jail was fired upon but he e
with some slight ijunes  On the 8th May 1934 Sir
Anderson the governor of Bengal vas shat atbut heew
by a hair s breadth  The brave assailant Bina Das was
to Andamaps  She later became a member of B
Assemmbly

Immortal Preet: Lata

Revolutionary Bengal produced many a brave he
who 1a1d down their ives to see mother Tndia free !
Lata was one of the bravest of this order ¢f Heromnes

Inameimyda ghtt fic b 1 1932{Ch » 1sl)
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She long with twelve revolutionanes including three
young heromnes Nirmala Chakarmvartt Ralpana Dutt wd
Subhshnt Devy, raded the turopean Club 1t Chitagong on
the sea coast  Bombs nud resohvers were freely used 1n the
attack s 1 result of which twelve aglishmen were njured
and one was killed

The brave Preett Laty was atso injured seriously  She
took poisen preferring, death to arrest by the enemy  Her
companians however escaped tosafety  Salute to the womn
hood of Bengal

Women Satyagrahis®!

Allwas still  But 1t was a false quiet, taut and charged
sith tension  Any moment the men crouching on the
sround expected the uneasy silence to crackle and snap 1nto
mnttle preces

Then 1w happened, Subhadra flag i hand, stood
apright  Trom the armed outpost 1 few yards in front
of her, a gun barked and a bullet whizred owt The womin
fell, shot in the nech

The scene was enicted 1n Banda on the Gon border, on
August 15, 1955

Stmilar scenes been enacted before on innumerable
occastons  Many of them are on record and many heroines
have died unsung  Indeed, the response which the women
of India have given to the ca" of freedom constitutes one of
the finest chapters 1n our nattonal history

Died With Flag

Typical of women s contribution to our national stru. gle
15 the story of a 73 year old Bencah woman, Shrimati
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Matangm Hazra who 1 the August revolution of 19
led a p m defi of Gov orders

She marched on when she was ordered tostop  Sheva
beaten severely on her aged hands but she sull held the
nauonal flag A bullet ran nght through her forehead
and she fell down dead the flag sull in her grip **

Youngest Herowne

Numerous such instances of herossm may be quoted
Gandinfi humself 1w his  Satyagraha In South Afnea =2
Jistory of the Passive Resistance movement undef s
leadership i 1907 14 paid tnbute to Valliamma Muauswam
a 16 year old gir) of Johannesburg who fell sexving the cau®
of freedom

How can I forget her ® 1+ rote the Mahatma Vb
1 amma s service 13 smpenshable—her glorio 1s 1mage hast
niche even now reserved for 3t 1n many a heart

Kasturba

Nor v as Gandhyu slow to achnoy ledge the debthe owed
to hasturba  She was one of the bravest women I hawt
evermet  He cven said he had Jearnt the techmqued
satyagraha from her !

Ba 1 as the first Indian woman to court ympuisonmedt
as & avil resister ain South Aftica  She was jailed senerdl
umes during the struggle for freedom i India  She v
2o the first woman satyagrahi 10 lay down her 1E®
prison

When he vinited England in 1909 Candhiys met maf?
leaders of the Women s Franchise Campaign and stud
thetr movement  He often said that he learnt much of 8¢

Subhadra ev dthsb ctrdt ni Go § ty grah



Duning 1906, the Punpb was agitated due to the
agearan agitation in the Lyvallpur Canal Colonies  Lala h
took no active part m the Anti canal Colomes \ct agitation,
but lus sympatines wete with the sufferers  He at ths
time vigorously preached patriotsm  and  Swedeshn  n
numerous meetings throughout the province

The Government regarded Lalh 1 as 2 dangerous
fircbrind 1nd decided to deport him to Mandly  This
deportation of Lala Jiin 1907 opencd 1 nes chapter mn
his hfe It also becume 2 hodmark i the nntionthst
movement throughout the country The Gernment,
however, soon realized 1ts nustihe ind Lalh Ji was allowed
to return to India  From now onward he became the
1dol of the nation and tll s martyrdom continuced to
occupy the top place 1n the galavy of natonal leadership
Lala Ji travelled extensively in Europe, Americh and Japan
and throughout kept 1a touch with poliical developments
m India He was filled with admiration for Gandhy,
who was fast rising on Indian horizon as 1 leader with an
elevating message for the rejuvenation of not only India
but the whole bumanity Lalh J1 maintained extensive
correspondence with Gandhip and exchanged 1deas with
him on various problems concerning the country

He returned to India i1n time to preside over the
Calcutta Congress (1920) The country “he declared’ s
at the present moment in the thross of a momentous
struggle  The Anglo Indian ptess has designated 1t as
revolutionary ~ There are many people to whom the
word ¢ revolution” 1s like a red rag to a bull Tam not
one of them Itisno use blinking the fact that we are
passing through a revolutionary pertod, nay, we are already
m the grip of amghty revolution, a comprehensive and
all covering one, religious 1ntellectual, moral, educational,
social, economic and political ’

I first came 1nto contact with Lala Ji on his return
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Twenty cight year a,o he departed fiom us {on
Noventoer 17 ) asa result of latht blows recetved at the
hands of the representauv s of an insolent Impersahst
system While he was beine b aten by the pal ce sergeants
on the occaston of a demonstration aganst the Simon
Commussion  Lala Jt uttered the famous words which
proved prophctic  Dvery blyw hurled at us 18 2 nall
struck 1 the coffi 1 of the Brish Tmpire

Lala Jiwas a self made man and roe to the heghest
place 11 our nattonal 1 fe by virtue of his many sided genws
Hs ongin Lke that of many great men was humble
He was born i 1865 at a small village called Dhadk
near Jagraon in Ludhiana distrit his father L Radha
hohan being a school master and his grand father 3
village Patwary

Lala ji was a great lover of books and liked n partt
cular biograph es of great men who had shaped History
He wrote m Urdu the biographies of Mazzimr and
Garnbaldy the Italian patnots and there 13 no do bt
that his own lfe was conndertbly nfluenced by the
explonts of these great men Lala J s 1 nungs became a
source of great inspication for the youth of the country
He had been talang some 1nterest in the Congress move
ment for some years and at the Banaras Congress (1905)
he was already the recognized leader of the advanced wing
Lala Ji found a commo: spirit in Dalgan,adhar Tilak
who tlen occupied a dominating place i the Congres
Atthe Calcutta Session of the Congress held next year
Lala Jt excrased rather moderwng 1ofluence on the
extremusts led by Tilak  Gokhale binsell admitted that
it was Lala Laj at Rar vho saved the situanen at
Caleutta  The bubble then burst at Surat in 1907 which
led to the cla h bets cen the moder tes and the extremuts
and resulted 10 spht in the Congress
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or danger Gandht presented to this unbelieving world all
that 1s noblest 1n the spint of man  He illumined human
digmity by fath in the eternal significance of man’s effort
He belongs to the type that redeems the human rce.

If Gandhi was able to nid lumsell of all rancour and
hatred, to develop that flame of love which burnt up all
impurities, if he feared no evil even though he walked in
the valley of the hadew of de~th, if he represented to us
the eternal voice of hope, 1t 1s becau ¢ he behieved in the
hentage of India, the power of the mnward hfe of spint
When problems materinl and spintual crowded upon him,
when conflicting  emoticns  <hooh  him  when troubles
oppressed lim, he retired at will into the retreats of the
soul, into the <ccret corridors of the self to gun strength
and refreshment  His ife has revived and refreshed our
sense of the meaning and value of religion Such men who
are filled with spintual poise and yet tale upon themselves
the burden of suffering humanity are born nto the world
at long intenals

We have Filled his body, but the spirit in him which s
hight from abo e will penetrate far into space and time and
aspire countle, generations for nobler Living

yad yad vibhutimat attvam
srimad urjitam eva v

tat tad eva'vagacchn tvam
mama tejo ymssambhavanm

Whatever being there 1s endowed with gllory and prace
ind vigour, know that to have sprung from a fragment off
dy splendour —Bhagavadgita X 41

Dr Radh« Krlshnan
.ala Lajpat R\u—The Lion of the Punjab

Lala Lajpat Rat was a towenng figure of his penern
ton His was 2 dynamic personality, which has left fus
mpression on our socal, educational and pohitical hie
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comprehendeth itnot  The struggle between light and
darkness between love and hate between reason and
unreason which 1s at the heart of the cosmi 1s shown up by
this most mo 1ng tragedy of our a_e Wemad Socrates
drink death we nailed Jesas to the Cross we highted faggots
that burnt the medieval martyrs  We have stoned and
Xilled our prophets  Gandhi has not escaped the fate of
being nusunderstood and hated He has met hi death
facing the forces of darkness of ultmate unreason and
threugh 1t has increased the powers of hght love and reason
Who knows 1f Christranity would have developed had
Jesus not been crucified ? Years ago Roman Rolland
declared that he regarded Gandhias a  Chnst who only
lacked the Cross  We have now given him the Cross also
Gandhi s death was a classicalending to his hfe  He died
with the name of God on His lips and love in his heart *
Evenas he received the bullet « ounds he grected hus
murderer and wished him well  He lived up to what he
preached

Possessed and inspired by the highest adeals of which
human nature 1s capable preaching and pract sing fearlessly
the truth revealed to him  leading almost alones hat
scemed to be a forlorn hope agamst the impregnable
strongholds of greed and folly yet facing tremendous odds
+ith a calm resolution which yielded nothing to nidicule

CF G dt eal rstatm t <Th If f fon no
ent mn mion tm m pot tih th slf erfee f2
mlt maw ! th gt (kU g thros I hopetttthee
wilbe ne v 1 t neoop t gt Ind  of whom ¢ wil
be wrttn they s ed bllt with t g  dwthprayr of
th Ipse [ ¢ g at m d Harjan  F broary 2
1943 O J uary20 1918 wh mig d d youth thew bombd
G dt t1dth Inpet G er! £ P tt haa bm
yway Thy'h M tryt w hm o 4 timt rght
thtg dd g G dh wmdh 1 galost be 8

grywihth accused # 5 FL ryl 1918 p 8



CHAPIER VINT
MARTYRS OF IIBFRTY

ers I"O"’ arred mgm cormol resist @ = i'Milsde, ror one army ¢oanl-
egio 1, but rot all tF arr s of cll the empares car crwhtle
sl of ome true mar rd 4but ore ran wall revand”
—Terrence Me s earey, Great Innsh Marlyr
N x x x
Mother 2 a cept my se nifi ¢
(lrd::)l::’;? God thet I e Borr arar ard again of the same mother
te for ber aran urtil she e atns hererotn of ficedom®
—Madan Lal Dlungra
x x x x
Martsr's blood 15 the rery life of a nafton
* Jt 15 easy for the foreen rulers to thro the ashes of marlyrs
i Sulley nicer, but the laws of nature are eternal  The Tyrants will
aliways lick the dast while the martprs will shine bife stars’
—~ Af Zafar Al Lhan

x x x %

Mo naton can lose sts bth nght of sndependence until ol
completely forgets sts martyrs and has been s0 demoralised through
avarice, lusury and sndolence as to Sorget the turfues of natronal pride
and selfrespect  The decay of the moral caltbre of a nation paves the

way for foraign dominalion —TLala Har Dayal

Gandhip’s Martyrdom

Gandhi has pad the penalty  of all who are
ahead of theor ume by meeting violent  death
“The light shineth darbness and  the darkness

* It may be recalled that the bodies of Bhagat Singh Rajguru and
Sul.hdev were sccretly creamated on the bank of Sutlyy nwver and hot
ashes were thrown nto the water by the vindsctive Bratsh rulers
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e
value and methods of passive resistance from some ofld‘lcs‘
British women and employed th 1r techmgue n hus politiea
struggles

1#(DINA MEHTA—tn The Indian Express)

EBamala Nehra

Hever there wasa hwing martyr m Indias [r:edan:
struggle a was hamala Nehru the brave comrade of ;ur
natonal hero Janahar Lal Nehru 1 was by the side of :d
sickbed once when she siruggled between hie and death an
Teansay without contradiction that she  suffered a\hmlx
sand times more than any member of her family she teally
sulfered te bring rewards even to those who never knew
sulfering for a day  She vas an embodiment of swcenty
love and sacnifice she hived a martyr and died a martyr

No better trnbute could have been pard to ber thanby
bar husband 1n hus autobiography

Delbi s Joan— Satyavan

She was one of India s bravest fighters for fr:edomt
was the tribute Mahatma Gandh pad toShrimats Slly”‘;
after whom Satyavay Nagar the venue of the 57th sesu@
of the Indian Nauona) Congress was named 1n Delht

Satyavats was born on January 26 1907 sn a well to-do
Lmuly of Ludhiana  Her father Lala Dhanwam Wwal?®
wellknown lawyer Her mother Shomati Ved human $
the day, her of the great martyr Swam: Shradhanand

Satyavan snher ted
and her abundant ¢y
Grandfather

ragt
her devotion to duty her co!\zmi
pacity for sacrifice from her mi\d -
Her 1mpressimmetls - o1 o eiseom 1D O
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.
;‘;‘;!‘:Z‘;z’l‘;‘"‘ ;“ 1020, after that «ance hi dewth n 1928
tala s dommi‘) ;\ octeted with fum Duang thus period
oty i bt ed the political ife of the province as no
e pom;:c‘or his done since He embodied 1 fum
M the schools ;‘lelmn: of the unjiles and men of
0 oo Ho thought looked upon ium for gmdance
" }”msc’rc ﬂ}‘:l.,hl bz correctly deseribed as combin-
Yayaminds. the the religious fire of Vavchwnnda and
olitent ‘:510 mt;r.xl furvour of Gandhn and  Thagore, the
el n of Tdid  and  Aurobinde Ghosh, the
resehod r(g;r,:}:n of Naroy, Ranade and Golbale He
chions zea] ;causc of hus country with the ardour nd
nd deone J0 a missionary e Iaboured for ns poor
mmcnssca:c 25 only a patriot could, he sacrificed lus
g dmngs with the readiness of 1 most gencrous
sore nd willing phlanthropist e suffered for at
; onment and exile with the coasctous 1ad victorious

gnation of a great martyr  In him the Hero appears
nd shines as a Nation Buslder

Long e the Lion of Punyab

( Dr Gop: Chand Bhargava )
ubbhas Chandra Bose

““He 15 gone on mountain,
He s lost to the foresl,
Like a summer drsed fountmn
When our need was the sorest’

Subhas Chandra combned the snspiration of Mazzim,
he mihtary genus of Ganbald: and the statesmanship of
lavour which worhed for the achievement of the freedom

f Italy

LEADER of mep, Subhas Chandra was the

A BORN
o the munt of Indian politics for

nast precwus com struch v
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Sublas Chandra had no illusions about constitutional
agitation 1 a subject country groamng under the pressure
of a forign rule  He 1 as not afrasd of danger Indeed
he was one of those rom whom 1 dreadful days radiate
cour ge confidence and hope

SUBHAS CHANDRA S LIFE 4 as one of sacnifice for
th seevi ¢ of hscoantry  Asastud nt he had resented a
European professor abunng tus countrymen and he had
tau ht the [T ndin” teach r a lesson which he could never
forget  Whenh successfully passed the Indian Crvil Sexvice
Lx he—like Aurobindo Ghosh b fore hun —heard
tus country  call and at once dectded to eschew the plam
and pleasant path of the Heaven born Service  He offered
Fimself for the service of the country  With unerring €€
he foand that the people were ready but a true leader wa
wanun  Th leaders had ecred on er ucal occasions and
were hestatng  So he resolied to take upon himsel
responnb lity of helping the country by gowng abroad and
organising the I N A

WHEN Subhas Chandra left India the clouds of tht
Global War were darkening the poltical horizon of the
world  Inthsw rSubhas Chandra saw the opportum
of India and unlike his comrades + ho musunderstood anc
musinterpeeted h s tntention worked with fev rish actvity
to I berate Indin - Out of nothing he created an army  the
fmousT N A the 1dea of which had been adumbratec
and advanced inth F ¢ Fast by Rash B hart Base The
enthusism h  could evoke v oull be evident from the
follo in b ws s luch teanspiced 1n New Deths in Oct 1943

1frm n s chin bere sheash w the fund f1le A &
Ml fesque a d tte Indor Natoral 1my was rased T
Leag o ¢ Hected ab w85 8 ctores frea e go & is acteceis 1

\f St Cha a Bse uhe cver ke addressed mechin !
used to be gals o 4 the garlards were pul up to auction afit
Bixspech  Thef st auctien friched rupees one lakh, the secosd
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‘:L:Hm b s tea lathy, the tird aitton vupe s theee laths end
“lost e tion frteked trelee lalhs”

s ‘;I" on of the auchions one Purgaby rertleman erlered arlo a
lﬁlz ﬂl parctared garlands for all his prop rhes  Nest day wehen

garle ds faded aey pe ool th garlerds pear his heart and
worshipped them®

Er'm‘:i,f"-” Mr Bose eddressed a preting the auierce nas
tﬂnjz![/"b and trentyfive thosand  Men, women and children
i rieetings from far off pla ¢s  Ranor the sun did not

and Mr Bose used to speal for three to four hours ot a
dreteh”

It has transpired that Subhas Chandra was weighed
agunst gold four times by Indins, Malayans and Burmese
The gold was later on earmarhed for the I N A

One of the prisoners of war sud that the request of 1
Burmese merchant to plce o crown bedeched with
diamonds on S;  SubhAs Bose ¢ head on the Iatter s birthdy
“asturned do vn by Sree Bose who sard he was not prepred
tither 1o accept or wear 2 crown

THL ACHICVEMENT of Subb
British shake off therr supertonty complex and realise what
Rechards had told them about ? pundeed years bacl that
“fleshly arms and the mstruments of war, are but @ feagile
tenure and ‘soon to nothing prought when opposed to thlc
interests, and the will of an colightened people —2 P;Uphc
determined to vindicate its manhood and secure 1ts bt

nght—frecdom

15 Chandrt made the

A, with Subhas Chandra 1n

fI
The achiesements © phe an earthquake, one of those

ere
its supreme commnds V”“h“_h nations leap forward or fall
und The I N A

sensmic disturbances 11 o
backward b gencrw"“” sn a single b
h y the Bstosy of the world Subhas Chandra
as ng parallel 18 ry action In Japan he characterised /
”’

had fauh wn mibt®
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his and Gandhuyts political tdens as only  dufferent roads to
the same simple goal  orly unlike Gandhyt he b lieved that
military action + ould stir the blood and passion of ha
colleagues as well as the masses and such action was
necessary for the ultimate success of the [ndian emancipation
movement cven if he himself should die muserably 10
failure

Subhas Chandra mysteriously disappeared after he had
saved India from devastation by Japanes bombing He
had shown the way to his counirymen to realsc truc and
full independence

( Hemendra Prasad Ghosh)
Jatindranath Das

We are proud of hundreds of heroic )oungmcnand
women 1 ho lmd down their ives at the altar of freedom
duning the several by vol ly suffe deaths
or equally agomzng persccutions to asiert the dignif
of truth and 1o establ sh the right of ones convictions

Many had cheetfullv embraced the gallows m the
cause of Inlivsfreedom but Indian h story was sull the
poorer for an example of a youngman deliberately and
solunta ily a,reeing to brng about his own extinction by
the halloy ed but agonizing process of self stanation t0
protest agunst the indigmties heaped on lus fellow
compatrists and the 1 justices suffered by his colleaguex
Jatndran th Das by his glornous  martyrdom ennched
Indian lustory by has unique sacnif ce

The v orld has produced many heroes and numerou
martyrs Tle vorld has even produced a Terrenct
Macsviney but never before in human }istory had 8
youngman of G gone through the a~ony of self starvation
for 63 days stanng dewth an the face boldly unflor
chingly snadenitably  actually tnsiting st and  thed
succumbin® 103t wikort aword of complaint or cry of
pamn or ashidom f £ ap
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Young Jatin was born of inconspicnous parents e
Iumeell was Iittle $nown before Ins gloniors sacrfice  But
by his umque martyrdom Jaun today stands amongst the
small but glorious glaxs of immortal heroes of all chmes
wd forall times to come  He has shown how eventhe
poorest, the humblest and  the younyest nmongst his
countrymen can exalt hum elf 1o the poution of a deity,
by standing upplicably and undauntedly for the assertion
of a great prmaiple and the nghts of the downtrodden
on God's exrth

Pt Jawaharlal Nebro’s Tribute

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, speibing at a meecting held
i Kanpur on the death of Jatundra Nath Das, sud —
“Another name has been added to the Jong and

splendid  roll of Indian martyrs  Another of Indin’s
brive youngmen has willingly made ulumate sienfice
at the altar of his Motherlnd  He has done well
He requires no word of praise or sorrow from us
After lus long and termble ngony, he has gawncd ficedom
and gonc to regions where the Britsh Empire docs not
hold sway nor Briush Imperialism oppress and darhen

the lives of men and women

Rash Behar: Bose—(A Forgotten Hero}
the helm of an Indwan army

I will come to Inda at Ass Ssad
of freedom thiough the f";glu q‘{/ﬂ;;,rg’:a b‘::::‘ tn: ?S‘,:(:ltmbzr,
Lditor
fg:h Behary Bose “’d”;; lmost Fept fus promise but alas ke
5 mn Tobo A Indsan Notional  Army heroes compelled
died a jear before Ius India’

an
the British to declare, “1We 0" feaning
qust about 69 years ago,

e

Born in Cha";e:; ‘:gorcvo]uuonmcs of Bengal n his

ne
Rash Behan jor .

teens

pelieved 1 force, in violence, as

oung men .
These ¥
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He disappeared suddenly and the Japanese Fore: n
Office obligingly told the Brtssh that the man they wanted
could not be traced

Rash Behan: stayed underground for the duration
of the war and emerged later as a Japanese subject

i
1 became a Japanese subject so that 1 may Ine
to become a subject of Free India  he sawd

He also marmied a Japanese lady the daughter of
the patniot who offered him asylum during the term of
s disappearance

Mrs Bose died years beforc the outbreak of World
War II and hisson a Licutenantn the Japanese army
died m the battle of Okinawa All that is left of the
Bose family now 1sa daughter whois staying Tokyo

One feature of his war time broadeasts to India was
a serses of personal appeals to the nation s leaders

It was he who coined the term Tather of our
Nation i addressing Mahatma Gandh

No leader i history has ever transferred his authonty
to another man with the gracc digmty and goodwll
and total sclf-cacement that Rash Behan Bose displayed
when he handed over the mantle of power to Subhas

It was Rash Behan who contacted Subhas 1n Berin
on the radio tecphone and tnvited hm to come 1O
East Asa It was he who made all the prelummary
arrapgements for his own abdscation |

At the C thay Cinema Hall n Singapore the man
who threw the bomb at Hardinge the  terronst who set
out to blast the Britsh out of India seemed the happ est
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™an on
bl orcinh as he east nffectionate glinees 4t the towenng
4 etap Sublits Chande Bose reated next to hum

L H
you \I;:\' )hou m1y sk e what pre.ent I have brought
. rrc ¢t Subhas Chandra Bo ¢, the leader, who
celorss ard guide ind direct our sacred struggle "

There we
TC ters in tus cyes—
and pride yes—tears of genumne happiness

1
o twislike a father handing over charge to hus beloved

It was ke a
happimens Guru blessing his diseiple, with pride and

Bo On that day, there were louder cheers for Rash Behant
%¢ than for Subhas Chandra Bose

Newy Spirse
Eighteen months packed with momentous events

?
Under Netay Subhas Chandra Bose, the Indian Inde-
::”’.d‘ﬂCc movement Assumed a new shape It became
ronger, more popular, more dynamic

The hand of youthful leadership was evident on all
sides

The Azad Hind Tauj moved nto action, hoisted the
Rational tnicolour on Indian sort

The epic battles of Impbal and Kohima and then the
tWrn of the t;de and the retreat of the frecdom fighters

victory €ven In that defeat

But, there was
P *

L 3
While the military campaign on the. Indo-Burm fron
tier wag 1o full sWing Rash Behari Bose lay m bed 1t lus
Tokyo home
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He kept a radio nearby and followed the developments
hourly

He was very very sick  The doctor had secretly told
us that his days were numbered

1 happ ned to be 1n Tokyo at the ime on a specal
ass gnment for the Azad Hind Government And I used
10 call on the good old Bose every morniug

He was happy and yet worried

The hberation campaign was go ng on well But the
trend of the war seemed to hase changed

The Tokyo bitz had already started

Amencan B 29s visited Tokyo day mnand day out
Bombs f Il an all sides Destruction was mounting and
Japanese war leaders had confided to him that the wat was
going the wrong way

His Anxiety

Will they be able to get some v here 1n India before
the v orst happens ?

That was Rash Beharrs concern for the Azad Hind
Fayy

Theonly answer 1 as the erashing of bombs in the
ne  hbourhood

And on bleak w ntry morning Rash Behan Bose passed
away

The braadcasts he heard as e breathed his last gave
him th asurance that the dawn of India s freedom s s at
band

But the crashing of bombs confinsed fum all the time
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Vfew davs Iater, the httle hou ¢ he had bwlt in Tolyo's
suburbs went up in flames

As A Man

Rath Behars the Rebel and  Terrorst Rash Beban
the Patriot 1n Lxile Rash Beharr the leader of the
Independence Moy ement Rash Behan the man

Which of these aspeets of the old war horse hnel
admired mast ?

My admiration has 11l along been for Rash Behani the
Min—the man, who won friends and influenced people
through Jove and affection, the man, who pracused the
code of “Anagakta harma” and did st i his own humble
and silent manner

Hns the cult of Anasahta karma abdicated ?from our
motherland wuth the demise of Mahatma Gandi

n
If 1t has not, let us pay our humble homgcc:: t}::axrnaof
who was the Father of “India’s second n;a,d yar o
Independence, the man who raised the StaYOLOtha’ fee
India all the way from the Chindwm to Yoo, e
unknown martyr to the causc of Iadwan
e bmation  of
nating combinaty
s o Somare 0% fas::)csc nobleman ?
Bhagat Singh, Gandhiy and 2 Jap
«dea of Rash Behan Buse
If you can, you bave ab .

his most beautsful and wspining
he writer an
tulate ¢

+] must congra eniu
ketch mh ceat revolutionary €
sketch o fthe g (The Editor)
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Bhagat Suagh

fn the long hne of martyre in the cause of Indias
freedom the name of Bhagat Singh will ever be remembered
with pride and gratitude  He literally immolated himself
at the altar of hus country s independence  and 1f today we
are free our freedom 15 1 no small measure due to the
sufferings and sactifices of patriots hke him  Thon h he
discarded the Gandhian way of non violence and became
the fe der of the revolutonary mosvement, he carved for
himself 2 niche 1n the temple of fame  Young in years
h acquitted himself in hife Mke a seasoned soldier His
remarkable courage and danng his unalfoyed patriotsm
his unshakable deter and tus unfinchuing fauh
1 the wdeal he pursued won for lim even the respect of
thase who did not approve of hus political methods

Bhagat Singh s martyrdom on March 23 1931 1 the
Lahore Central Jail caused a save of indignauon  seldom
vitness d before o sweep the country ANl scctions of
the people including the votaries of non violence were
stirred to their very depths by the news of the unexpected
execuuon of Bhagat Singh and his two comrades Sukhdev
and Rajyurz an the teeth of the unammous wishes of
the people  Esen the great Mahatma who 1n delerence
1o public opinion had taken up the quesuon of commt
tation of the death sentence aganyt Bhagat Singh and
hus companions  with the Vieeroy in the course of b
acgotiations for the Gandm frwia Pact was deeply struck
by Bhagat Singh s scifless patriotism and spint of sacnfi@
and though he never approved of his methods he had
admut that his mususe of his extraordinary courage hsd
been forpotten 1n the mudst of many virtues

When the news of the exccution of Bhagat Singh ¥
conveyed 10 the Mahatma who was on his way to har ¥
where a Congress session was to be held under &
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preadency of Sardar Patel, he was vimbly moved, because
mspite of the Viceroy's having made no defimte pronice
»:_" him, he thought the Government would not be <o
‘é:luh a3 to flout public opmion He smd  “The
e e e,
wew of the somt y pwte It was thar clear duty,in
et 1o . cttlement ( Gandhi Irvan Settlement ), at
e uspend indefinitely the execution By thor
on they have put a severe strun upon the ccttlement
Jawaharlal Nehru expressed bis sorrow at Indin’s helpless
::5; :‘C:}mg ;hc e of one “whose magmficent courage
ndian ‘;{CC \;d been an inspirition to the youth of
ot "‘hmc saud more n 1 spint of clation than sorrow
will be pride 1n him who 13 no more and when
England speahs to us and talks of settiement there will
be the corpse of Bhagat Singh between us lest we forget ™
“om'fh:sc memorable words, not uttered n the usual
,":ho\\::llonn‘ sense by two of Indias foremost sons,
¢ the great love and regard Bhagat Singh nspired
1 the hearts of hus countrymen
The Karchi session of the Congress, which came off
f the execution of Bhagat Singh,
d by s martyrdom, and even
folly of the Government had
he Congress of the Gandh:

.
nthin three or four days ¢

‘:’as completely overshadowe
he Mahatma felt that the

t,
;mpcnllcd the acceptance by t
Zpwin Pact to which he was a party The Congress 1tself

*fet 1 an atmosphere of poignancy, excitement  and
vesentment, and it scerned the spint of Bhagat Singh was
f ftarhing everybody to avenge s death by lberatiog India
g rom foreign yohe without any delay That spinit dominated
vhe whole proceedings of the Congress, and, but for the
\Iahatma, the Gandhi Irwin Pact would have been
ejected Even the Mahatma had to pull his whole
weight and undoubted wnfluence to convince the delegates
that they should not repudiate the Pact because of the

{blunder commutted by the Government
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A Family of Heroes

Bhagat Singh had the proud privilege of belongm
to a family known for its patriotism and spint of service
His father Sardar hashen Siagh Ius uncle Sardar At
Singh us mother aswell as his brothers and sisters—i
fact all had dedicated their lives to the service of theie
country  He drank the spint of patriotism with the milk
of Ins mother  Even at an early age he developed s0¢
indifference to death 1f it was to come n the cause of
s country A few days before the pecial Tribum!
1 hich ined Bhagat Singh and others m the Saunder?
Murder trnnl and  wvith which the accused completely
non coop d  vas to p Judge ¢ Sardi
huhen Sngh moved by fatherly love made a petition
to the Trnibunal requesting 1t to allow him to prose that
Bhagat Singh had not been at Lahore on the day Mt
Saunders had been murdered Vhen he becime 2w
of the peution Bhagat Singh protested vehemently agaat
the action of bis fath ¢ In a long letter to lum smplort?g
him not to pursue the petition Bhagat Smgh wrot

This 18 the tume when everybody s mettle 15 being tesied:

Let me say father you have faled 1 know you are 8
sincere a patnot as one can be T know you have devoted
your lfe to the cause of independence  But why 2t s
moment have you displiyed such weakness ? 1 canodt
understand

These insp ring words gave one an idea of the fechogt
and emotions 1n the mind of youn~ Bhagat Sm b *
pteat patniot Vo wonder to use the words of the
\Malatma there never has been within the hving meroT
som ch romance round any lfe as had surrounded st
of Bhagat Singh

{ Amolak Ram Shour¢
1n the Advance )



Pandit Nehru's Tribute

Pandit Jawahar Lal Nebru assesuing this event wrote
1 hs autobiograpy — “Bhagat Singh did not become
popular because of his act of terrosism, but beewuse he
med to vindicate the honour of Lah Tajput Ru and
throuzh lum of the Naton He b eame 1 symbol the
act was forgotten, the symbol remuned, 1nd witlun 1
[\ months each town and village of the Punjrb and 10 2
lesser extent the whole of Northern Indn resounded with
hsname  Innumesable legends grew up about mm and
the popularits that the man 1chieved W1S omething
amazng "'

Chandra Shekhar Azad

Azad symbolises, if any one person €0 symbolise one
who'e movement, the post non co operation Resolutionary
movement 1 Indim He was a swdent of a sanshrit
pathshala, at Banaras when Mahatma Gandht started the
n0n co operation morement 1 1921 Although he w51
mere boy he yoined the movement and was awarded fifteen

stripes by the magistrate

At every stroke of the whip, he shouted epahatm
Candhi ks Jar” hecause that had come 1o be the battlecry
of renascent India ‘The Nauonahst Press duly liomsed
him and he was gven a great ovation after tus release If;o;n
the prison  The present Chief Minster © P Babu

da
s editor of the ‘Marya
D ahed b o hilanthropist Babu Shiv

Hind: monthly, pubhshed by thep
Prasad Gupta ”I“t’us magazine publxshcd a full page photo
of the boy hero
e h He hada
d the Kasht Vidyaptt
rest] . ;m l:;aii: l::t satisfied with Gandhyt's calling off
of thc:Sn?: o OP:mnan movement becatse of Chaur: Chura



incident when some pohice men were burnt alive  This mot
fucy had made Gandhip call off the entwre movement
Some called 1t The Blunder of Bardoli because the deciion
+ as made at Bardoh 1 Gujrat

The old revolutionaries who had very patnoucally
yithdrawn their movement to give Gandhijis expenmenta
fair chance began to form nucler which were gradually
welded 1nto one big revolutionary party of Northern India
under the old re: y Shri  Sachind h Sanyal
Raje dranath Lahin and some others from Banaras had
already jowned the party Manmackaath had the snguly
good fortune of d Azad to the revol y party
Since then he became an asset to the party Wheneser the
Jeader of the violence section Shri Ram Prasad Bum!
required brave young men for carrymg out hold ups and
other such work Azad was there

He vas one of the men who held up the tram st
Kakor1 a small station near Lucknow (A detailed
description of the hakor: conspiracy would be given 1n the
sccond ediion) Through his born revolutionary gene
his umque  heroism and power of organisation Azad becam®
the v rtual leader of Hind Socialist Republ Army
founded by the great revolutionary Sachindra Nath Sany?!

ho had spent scveral years in the Andamans Sanyal w3
also responnible for bringing in Bhagat Singh to this band
of brave v arriors and to the last day Azad and Bhagat Sinvh
vorked ke a team The murder of Saunders (Pobct
officer) at Lahore wasthe result of their excellent te3®
vork  How Azad dnappeared as leader of a Lilgnm Pantt
and Bhagat Singh as 2 Sah b from +athin the iwon N2
Lahore lolce that day will always remain an nspin®é
Chapter in the revolutionary annals of India  Bhagat 98
courted arrest 1n the Assembly Chamber (in 1929) afect
throv 1ng bombs along with comrade B K Dutt  But Asd N
could not be arrested insputc of the best efforts of the Bt
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;;2: 1L::r]on he was surrounded 1 a park at Allababad

oo mno}::r fight followed 1n which Azad was Fatled

o was the vicim of 1 foul pliy  Hewasa
patriet 1nd hero who lned and died for his country

It 131 Goy ment
. cry hcar(cmng that the U P Govern fins
et up \ memont! to Shr Azad at the
7 spo
: n pot w here he died 1

lmpl:;d:} ;I;I’; :,m( wtll seon come when such memorsols will become
presration of ;Inn; tnspuring the coming gereralwons (o fiokt for
thisonds o ard won independence at tle cost of sacrifices of
Dore, ]aimd,:j\.r)” Netap Subhash Chardra Bose, Rash Bihan
Supe Sen, D ath Das, Chandra Shekkar A.ad, Fatun Mookerjee
b ,Il ! reettata Matangm, Bhagat Smeh and the Fnown and
Qut T roes of the I N A, warnors of 1857 ond Jerots of
e mat movement, weall be the future gods of free India Onh

ns that honour their marhrs can manian freedom and

honour
Long e the Alaryrs of Ind
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and pohce Lven now there are 3 000 pohitical prisoners in
Indian Jails most of them detained without trnial

Very few of the actual facts of this campaign of repres
ion have been made known The Indian Government has
maintamned a strict censorship of Indian news  and details of
police attacks and acts of violence have been suppressed
People throughout the world have b en kept 1n 1grorance of
the scale on which the campaign was carnied out and of the
brutahty of the methods employed 1 have already
mentioned 1n the Introduction a Jist of  Christian  methods
used to crush the independence struggle

The following pages contain reports 2nd evidence of
certain witnesses on events which took place in India 1 1930
1931 and 1932 The collection of evidence and the prepara
tion of reports were carried out by commattees of enquiry
In the case of Peshas ar the Committee of Enquiry was
appotnted by the Working Commattee of the Indian Natonal
Congress  These records show the actual methods of repres
sons v hich are being used under Brush rule agamst the
people of India and give some impression of what has been
Tappening in all parts of Ind a over a period of many years
from 1930 onward

Brave Garhwali Soldiers

‘The report on Peshawar conwtantly refers to the nos
violence of the people who faced the savage attacks of police
and troops It records the action of the Garhwah Rufles
1 ho refused to fire on the crowd simply as additional procf
that th people were unarmed and were offering no resistance
Thus heroie act of solidanty with the opt ressed people—~0n¢
of the finest in the long history of colonial struggles—was?
definite challenge ta the power of the Brituh 1 ladia  The
Government s recogmtion of this was shown by the heavy
sentences impoted on these troops  Yet the report stafef
that —
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¢
- l}:?c( ;olc ground on whnch there platoons refu ed to fire
- ¢ people at whom they were asted to level ther
es were unirmed and peaceful l

H

dmb“;::::d; ohllcd i Peshawar —Soon nfter the el
o ot s o P‘»c:xcnl was started, the Government fired
o\ 8 e eshanar in the North West 1 rontier, which
ko or“h;t:‘ponsc 1o Gandht's call  The brave Pathang,
perfeatly, catn c:uld smash severnl Britsh hrads, remuned
nere Laled. tho and suffered extreme penalties Hundreds
bat they d'd usands were imprisoned, flogged and tortured,

id not move a finger The brunal performance

commenced
leadens on 23rd Apnl and the arrest of promnent

T
was :: gn:\ngs of the Congress Inquiry Commttee, wiich
Parlp ided by the Iate Mr Patel, President of the Indian
1ament, include the following

23rd(2 In the situation that had ansen at Peshawar on the
o pril, finng by the armoured cars and the muhtary was
wholly unjustifiable

the szwd'r:c object of finng was not sO much to disperse
s to use as much force as the authorities cons
dered necessary to stnihe terror into them Tinng was
therefore resorted to rechlessly, mdnscnmmatcly and for an
mordinate length of time And 1t was not confined merely
to the bazaar but was extended to side streets, by-lancs,
balconies and other places round about
(3) The number of persons actually proved to have
been hilled 15 125, but »e have no doubt that @ much larger
number must have been killed and a still larger pumber
wounded Proof 1n respect of this Jarge number ki'led and
unded 1t 1S mmpossible to secure 1n the conditons now

WO
obtaning 0 the province Such proof as had been colletced



by the Longre s Commttee alter the 29th Apnl was seized
by the m Iitary on the 4th May since when further inquiries
have become mmpossible o1 ing to the continued presence of
the mihitary in the aty  Symilar shootings were practised
all over India

TAGORE CONDEMNS BARBARISM  The tra 1
happenings of Dacca and Chitagong ate mentioned in the
next chapler as a part of the  Unchnstian Deeds  Here
let me refer to the tragedy of Hih in the words of the world
renowned poet  Tagore

Shooung of poliical prisoners n Hyl Camp caused
country wide resentment and on Saturday September 26
there was a huge protest meeting of the citizens of Caleutts
on the Maidan presided over by Rabindranath Tagore
Addre sing this vast gathening the poet commenting of

the tragic and cowardly outrage  said

WHENT 1 FIND THAT SUCH AN ACT OF
TERRORISM MAY BE PERPETRATLD ALMOST
CONTEMPTUOUSLY IN UTTER DISREGARD OF
PUBLIC OPINION 1 FEEL SURE THAT IT 15 BUT
ONF MORE OF THE SIGNS OF DETERIORATIOV
THAT HAS ENFEEBLED THE MORAL CHARACTER
OF BRITISH RULE IN INDIA PRESAGING FOR USA
TATL THAT 1S DARK WITH A TENDENCY TOWARD®
AN LASY SUCCESSION OF ENORMITICS WHFY
HUMILIATION AND SUFTERING ARL INDIS
CRIMINATELY INFLICTED UPON THE HILPLESS
IT BRINGS ABOUT A DEMORALIZATION IN THI
AGENTS WHO ARL RESPONSIBLF FOR 1T AMD
WHO BLINDLY BRING THE DESTRUCTION OF THE
BASIS OF CIVILISFD GOVERNMENT

1 am here only to gune warming on behalf of ™
countrymen th1t no Covernment  howcver proud it M3y be
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f
:ﬁ;‘r‘d":‘:l"::\i:sr:ourccs for repression of freedom, ean never
hanesty even undc‘gm“-‘hc dignuty of justice, unwavenng
the physical mea rf rovocation  Our people my not have
abstruct them rr:s or resising anjustice but no power can
Judgement must cf’ panéng moral judgement nd on their
be, depend for 1ts ery Government, however utterly ahen st
\eny castence.”’

mys‘iogl'mc UNARMLD YOUTHS ‘*‘Whatever
Cump, the Cf motives and the causes of the firing in Hyh
Shoou;g dowact which cannot be denied 1s that there was
men b e n and chirges ona body of unarmed young
had boen t\ krc the untried prisoners of Government They
xmpnsoh:dar en away from their homes, studies or work and
Fnon (ot ;r an indefimte period of ume  None of them
b offence they had commutted, or when they would
o ; To open fire on these men, even when there 1s
the dot provocation for annoyance—the unarmed state of
- enues absolutely rules out any possibility that there
provocation for anything graver—is not only 2 crime
agamst humanity, 1t 15 also a crime agamnst statecraft

GOD TECLS ASHAMED--TAGORL ON ALRIAL
BOMBING Only a great poet hke Tagore could have
found appropnate words to condemn the aerial bombing
India by Briush rulers  Villages on the North West Frontier

aual bombing by airplanes, and

are quite accustomed to an
it continues while T write  these line in the year 1937 Dr
of a recent bombing

Tagore s soul was moved on the occasion
display and he issued the following statement to the press —

«rom the beginnig of our days man has imagined the
seat of dwvimty to be 1n the upper ar from which comes
light and blows the breath of hife for all creatures on this
earth The peace of 1ts dawn, the splendour of 1ts sunset,
the voice of etermity o its stargy silence have wmspired
countless generntions of men with an ieffable presence of
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the mfimte urging thesr mnds away from the ordud
interests of datly hfe Man hay accepted thus Qust laden
eatth for hus dwelling place  for the enactingof the drama
of hus tangled life ever wattng for a call of perfection from
1hbe boundless depth of punty surrounding him w2
translucent atmosphere  If i the ewil moment man s cruel
hustory should spread its black wings te invade that realm of
divine dreams with 1ts bal greed and fi dal
ferocuty than God s curse will certamly descend upon us far
that udeous degecration and the Tast curtamm will be rung
down upon the world of man for whom God fecls ashamed

—fabindranath Tagort

ENGLISH EARLS VERDICT As one who ha
been 10 the thick of the struggle for independence since 1920
1could gre hundreds of stones of the brutahity of Gods
Chosen Rulers  but instead T shall quote only an Loglst
carl and philasopher Bertrand Russell and Miss Madeline
Slade (daughter of a Brituh Ad %) on  Brish terrorsm
wn India

BERTRAND RUSSELL \WROTL AS FOLLOWS
To obtan 8 true picture of the present state of affairs in
India 15 ay smpottant as it 1 ddfficult  Many Englsh people
content themseles with the rematk that Indu does not
wtecest them 1 India were independent they would
perhaps be justfied an this atutude but so long as the
Brtish snust upon gosermng India they have no nght
ignore \ hat 18 done in their name by the Government swhaeh
they have clected  There has been no lack of interest 0
the misdeeds of the dazms m Germany- they bhave bes?
fully reported 1n the press and have been commented o
with gelf nghteous tndignanon  Tew people in Englard
{and tn America) realire that misdeeds quite ay serious &7
bestg perpeteated by the Brtish i India  Large numbe??
of reen and women including many of the hughest adeabe®
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have be

““hmbwn imprisoned unier hormble  condition, often
1y

— t amy charge hwang been made agunst them and
ut any hope of being brought to trial

[{3
heen l:;h;c::mcnfnr) Iiberties that mate hte tolerible hae
of desring ‘d}'\) rom the mhabitants of Indi, for the cime
Boceh o ;,ol\ emment  The censordup, combined with
boeouns Lno“xr;,, 1]:;.5 made 1t very dificult for the Mcts to
i they could be widely 1nown, theress,
G , enough decent feching in Englind to compel
cut to mend its ways

]

mom;ﬁ'd:‘:[’;ﬂ? oppression, even when it succeeds for the
PTOducc’a e 0: 1 immoral and mmpohuc It cannot but
Put wall b ep hatred, which may have to ndz 1ts time,
better tha U;Sl out sconer or later  In the end, 1f nothing
will be oo n 1i)rct: 15 used 10 our relations with Indm, cruclty
fine 1de 101 y cruelty, atrocitics by counter-atrocities, the
b alism of the Tndian National Congress movement will

e swept away by men who will have learnt from us to
believe that the only appeal s to force 1 some moment of
difficulties clsewhere, we shall find ourselves counfronted by a
movement we shall not be able to repress, and we shall lose
India with ignominy  To any mn with any human feelag,
or with any power of learmng from history, sucha prospect
3 pamnful  Who now attempts to justify the penod of black-
and tan tyranny in Ireland ? Who, fifty years hence will
have a good word to say for the present tyranay 1n Indin?
No one It 1s in our power to cause much musery, perhaps
much moral deterioration, it 1s ot 3n our power permanently

to hold India by force

¢Prison 1s at times unpleasant,
vise but
o tenable theory of pumshment can

mg cnmnals to be prison
they have wormed their
15 one which we should

and would not serve its
purpose were 1t otherv here are some forms of
unpleasantness which n
Justafy The system of promot
officials, when by their sycophancy
way into the favour of the authorities,
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stot tolerate at home and have 0 naht to mflict upon India
The regulation that prisoners are to have a fre h towel once
every mne months does not err on the side of cleanhinest
Tle pracuce of harding Indian ladies of refinement with
prostitutes iR tt ¢ Iast stages of venereal disease1s a questiona

bleonc Al these nre matters 1ndependent of the question
whether a system of government can be considered good
which p 1ts almost all the best peaple in prison while offena

good careers to cov ards and mformers

The economc situation of agriculture in India s part
of the world wide depre sion of agncalture  There 13 an
economic staularity between the situation of Indian peasants
and the Amencan farmers  But the political differences are
so great a3 to bide the economic sumianty In Amenca
the farmers are able to brng about a ch nge of admmnis
tration a e organ zation of the banhing system a chan,¢
mm the corrency and perhaps & reforn an the economic
practice of the world  In India the peasants are powerless
agamnst the landlords and the Government combined 10
that no econom ¢ Iesson 1s learned from thew hardshups and
they are expected to tarve quictly without making a fuss
Only people  with pohit ca) power have 2 night 1o makea
fuss this is one of the great lessons of hutory ard lett
history stould vot siTaeatly impress tie Indians we are
teach ng 1t by 4 e laths (bng bamboo stick) and [ fear the
ulumate result of thewr folly in - Indin must bie deaster

Tte O sental Press how Yok

BRITISH RA\] DOOMED sy Butsh admirs!s
daughter

Beesh boebaem o5 b mose devd s col f blooded
and unjust fabl 1 e bistory of natiors  India has oY
realited e tin 0t ref Bash R 5 {Rul ) and  th the
realmation the Rayus doomed ——Afad [ ne Slade
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‘:I‘hcnbmc revolutionary decliration was not made by
:n Indian sgitator” but bv Miss Aadehne Shde, the
aughter of an ex Admural in the Bretish N1y She wrote
m the Young Indsn

S‘mi:?:’”ng these days when authonities i Whitehal! and
Lty hc ;u:\cr tired of extalling the behsonr of the polee,
b haug !, }nould ga and see for myscll how this ‘exempliry
rcachcdulg 1l:xs affected the Satyagrals 1t Dharasw I
worat visar at mid d1y on June 6th just 1s the wounded
A eing brought in there from the rud of that mormng

any of them were betng cirried on stretcherss, other could
Just struggle from the motors to hospitad wards

“The beating and torturing has been most merciless
today ' said the doctors 1nd attendants I proceeded around
the rooms to wsit the Satyagrahis more closely and to take
hotes from doctors s to the pature of thesr wounds
Luterally I fele my shin creep and my haiwe to stand on end
s Isaw these brave men, who but a few hours previously
had gone forty absolutely unarmed voued to non violence,
Bow lymg here before me battered 1nd broken from head
fofoot  Here was young man with Ilus shoulders and
buttacks so Keaten he could not he on his back, set his
arms and sides were so damnged thnt he did not hnow how
to turn for rest There w1s 1nother gasping for breath
with his chest badly battered, and nearby was a strong tall
Musselmnn Iying utterly heipless  “What are his damages ?
Tasked “He has recesved fearful blows on the stomach the
back and right leg, they rephed ‘Also hus testicles are
both swollen, having been badly squcezed by the police’
Here my attention was attracted

#We went upstaars
by the wounds of sharp-drawn whisthng breathing, inter-

mxed with heart rending groans It was 2 jyoung man
wnithing in agony  He kept catchung his stomach, and at

sntervals he would suddenly sit up 2s1f he were gomng to go



164

mad with pamn  He has had a deadly blow night 1n the
abdomen tley sad  And he has been vormting blood
e has al 0 had hus testicles severely squeezed which has
shattered his nerves  They fetched 1ce and apphed 1t to the
head and damaged parts  which gradually soothed hum

And so we went on from this house to another shere
we found stlll more and more v ounded  Lverjone to whom
1 talked gave the same description of fiendish beating
tortucng thrusting and dragg ng and one and all spoke
with burning horror of the foul abuse and unspeakable
blasphemy which the police and their Indian and English
superiors had poured upon them

So thus 13 some of the exemplary behaviour of the
police  What then has become of English honour English
Justice ? Who could dare to uphold as a means of dispersing
a nonsolent gath ring ! Laths blows on the head
stomach and joints 2 Thrusts with Jathis 1 genttal and
abdomunal region 8 Strppng of men nahed before
beating 4 Th tearing off of loin cloths and the thrusting
of sticks 1 to 1 mans anus 5 Pressing and squeezing a
man s testicles until he becomes unconscious 6 Dragging
wounded men about by ther legs and arms ofien whie
they are be ng beaten 7 Throwing wounded men 1nto
thorn hed esor salts ater 8 Riding horses over men as
they lic or s1t on the ground 9 Thrusting pins and thorns
o mens bodies sometimes even become unconscious and
other ule things ton many to relate ?

The v hole affair 13 one of the most devihsh cold
blooded and unju ufiatle in the history of nstions India
has now real zed tl ¢ true nature of the Bratrh Ry {rule)
and with the realiz t on the Ray s doomed

The story will 1ppear an foll in my fortheomng ook ¢

fo Life and Liberty
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CHAPTER X
HEROES OF KASHMIR

Tashmir 15 not a mere tounsts paradise It 18 the crown
of Mather India and has been so long before the Instigators
(who arc today creating bad blood between India and
Pakistan ) learnt to use bathrooms and pants

Today Kashmir s land has been further sancufied by the
Blood of our national heraes both civihan and mibtary  Ten
years ago a new history was wrtten on ths land of out
Rishis i the blood of our martyrs Hindus Mushms and
Sikhs who vied vath each other to defend  the freedom of
Kashmir agatnst the hungry and nomad 1nvaders whom the
enemics of Indian fr edom lured with promises of fawwes aed
gold

The glonious part played by our young officers of the
Indian army 1n thy struggle for hberty will alway be wntted
1 golden letters while “The Rape of Baramula will go dova
as the blackest deel of fanaucs goaded by mullas pirs and
prrate poliicians of th - Mushim League who had earhier t0
their credit the blood bath in Caleutta Ra valpindt and &
hundred small towns and wvillages of N W F P and the
Punjb

Maqgbool Sherwani

To Maqhool Ahmad Sherwans a young lawyer goes th
credst of saving Srinagar and the valley from loot and rap¢
by rasders  He by his umique 1ntellect courage and decp
rooted patriotism rendered yeomen services to ha himir
He was unanimously elected leader of the people of Baramuld
who fought to cther for the defence of their town e by
Tus wonderful tact musled the emders in such a mannee shst
their amivalin Srina,ar was cons derably delayed and the
Acrodrome at Srinagar was saved for landing of our forcet

RY
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, }'Xl’hc ruders nuled lom and tortwred him nch by inch
ut he died bravely shouting, “ 1 ong Iine United Indin ™

Brave Colonel Rax

. Colonel Rt was the first army hero who flew from Delln
0 jaus of death and attamned smmortal glory

mcmg?qliolg:\)d‘ between Pattan and Buamalla s a
e of dhe F SRax who fell to 1 sniper’s bullet, wnd to the
over the ;cn-:s ;.kh Regiment who died with hun  Going
how pordonet 1n 10 the fighting before Srinaghr one realises
for thy mlmdz c?sc were the ruders to capturing it But
rush troomn t do logistics which nspired our -ur force to
mmatwcpo o 1e lbclcagucrcd frontline and the courage and
ben on 1 r soldiers, the who! of Kashour mught have
rnders s 4 1:xcga.v.wc frctor was the folly of the tribal
pilsge Hadﬂ ted at Baramulla to rape, burn, leot and
from Palaps we on our part delayed the despatch of troops
ot arport by 24 hours the Valley would have been

Theroad to Un abounds m memoties of that herowe
period  Brigadier Mohammad Usman was another great
patriot who died 1n defence of Naushehra

Immortal Rayendra Singh

New Delhy, February 25~The dol of the Jammu and
Kashmur State forces Brgadier Rajendra Singh, was
posthumounsly awarded the Maha Vic Chaksa for gallantry
1n battle during the Kashanr operations The story of
the action which won lim the award s a remarkable piece
i the glorious pattern of the mulitary campaign 10
Kashmie Already a large amount of folk poetry has
sprung wp about the brave Brigadier
in October 1947 when the ratlers seemed to carry

everything before them, Brigadier Rogendra Singh, who
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was then Chief of Staff  Jammu and Kashmir State forces
was called upon to stem the advauce of the tnbal hordes
sf Srinagar was to be saved Domel camp had been
attacked heavily from all sides and needed immediate aid

Bngadier Rajendra Singh collected s men and by
voice charged with emotion read out the Maharaps
orders to them To arms —the cry went round and
not only regular troops but also civilans cooks mes
watters and orderhes attached to the unit took 18 uwp
Thus he had at hs disposal an 1Ml assorted force of only
about 150 men  He however decded to march towards
Domel It was now or never

Near Garhi Brgadier Ragendra Swinghs conumgent
vas heavily engaged and suffered scrious loses The
pressurc of the eneny increased and the column was forced
to withdraw to a place three or four mules from Garht
The hostiles greatly outnumbered our mtle force and %
was smpossible to hold out  The contingent then withdrew
towards B; la where the Brigadier was able to get
some small reinforcements

He reorganised the column and pushed toy ards Un
destroyed the Un Brdge and went nto d fensne positied
fully determmned to fight to the Jast  There was a heavy
exchange of fire with the enemy for four hours and the
col mn was forced to withdraw to Mahura and then 10
Rampur  The Brugadier managed to dig in under cover
of darkness and gave fight to the enemy for eleven fours
When forced to abandon the posiion because of feavy
losses, he planned to withdraw to an already reconnoitred
posttion n the rear  He had hardly covered a dustance
of 200 yards when he was it in the right nrm and right
leg Although ly ded he d to urge
hus men to fight and delay the encmy advance as far
posible. Beng onc of the last to leave the pouton the
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B
hng;dncr was rendered helpless and fell into the enemy’s
ands  He died 2 martyr 1n enemy’s hands

pcn::: cc\l::o]n announcing  the award sud, “His
bourage and (;‘W, leadership of Iugh order, indomitable
o e t(:lcrmm'\txon to fight agunst heavy odds,
S, msp"i,d thz:n ¢ of duty to serve the Ruler 1nd the
dlaysmg the ad e small force to fight to the last, thercby
The v V"\ncc of the hostile hordes for three days
SRINAGAR“ argely re ponsible for sawung the cty of
from falling 1nto the hands of the ruders ™

e f;;i?:::r Rajendra Singh belonged to a distnguished
four and w r;;“ccstors He was orphancd when he was
four and S?; lrought up by an uncle His early Iife of
pects h, plicity and discspline had left a firm impress

character which made lum loved by all, both as a
soldier and as 2 man ,

Major Somnath

mxhtl::whndh’, January 26—Republican India’s highest
Ma_;or§ onour, the Param Vir Chakra, was awarded to
Ren, om Nath Sharma of the 4th Dattalion the Kumaon
5 giment and to L/NbL Karam Singh, MM, of the last
attalion, the Stkh Regiment The award to Major Som
Nath Sharma was posthumous

The official citation said ¢ Major Sharma s leadership
gallantry and tenacious defence were such that his men,

though outnumbered by 7 to 1, were mspired to fight the
avert immiment danger to Snnagar

enemy for six hours and
mber 3, 1947

and the Aerodrome on the morning of Nove
ma, with his Company, was holding an
o near Badgaom Village i the Srnnagar
Valley when an attach agamst his position was launched
by a vastly supenior force  Outnumbered and facing
witherng fire from three sides, he, by his personal example,

Major Shar
mmportant positio
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made his men stick to thewr postion for six hours—unts
renforcements could arnve

During the operation Major Sharma with one arn
1n plaster  exposed lumself to the full fury of hostile fice
He lard out airstrips to guide aircraft to their targetsy
full view of the attackers and when casualties scemed ¢
depl te the strength of the already meagre force at h
command he started personally filling the magazin s an
1t anding them to hus gunners At this stage a mortar shel
landed g lung 1 an explosio
that killed him  His last message to Brnigade HQ was

1 shall not withdraw one inch but will fight to the las
man and to the last round

The official citation added  Major Sharma set ar
example of courage and qualities seldom equalled 1n the
history of the Indian Army

L/Nath haram Singh was awarded the Param Vi
Chakra for outstanding courage and resourcefulness 1
beating back eight attacks despite heav, odds

On October 13 1948 he was commanding an outpos!
mn the Tithwal area when an attack began after heavy
sheling  Though outnumbered by 1010 1 L/Naik haram
Singh kept tus ground and beat off the attack

There were eight atta ksin all bef re the action 38
broken off and L/Naik haram Singh dominated the scen¢
throughout  In the words of the offical citation He
was an nspiravon to his comrades and a ferror for
the enemy

Lt Rane

New Delhr June £7--Tor consp cuous herosm 3 d
excmpl ry leaderstup an the Jammu and Rashmir operat on?
) Lacut R ma Raghuba Rane of the Corps of L meers
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was awarded the Par !
highest gallantry 1\\a:d1m ir Givkes, Repubhan e’

O
he mar:i.»:r;;rx;lg, 19:,8, when our troops were advancing on
tuekly strewn aushehr1 to Ryywun they found thatit was
b il guarded l\)\llh minefields and roadblorls and was
10 the task of )]hosulcs Lt Rane and lus men were put
through safel ;carmg it sothat our tanks could pnss
with heavy n:’o . rthc:y started work, they were grected
Jalled 1nd fie rtar fire, with the result that two of them were
Lt Rane rco; wcluding himself wounded Unperturbed,
speeduly that t}fam(Cd his party and cleared the rond so
leaning operat ¢ movement of our tanks was facihitated The
the B:\r\vqlljl R 1ons however Jasted until the evening, when
1dge was captured

dcarl;ml‘:‘mrg{ that the hosiles had not been completely
and wo’rk ; ane started making a  diversion for the tanks
et oc till late 1n the mght  The cleaning operations,
our coilzu n April 9, again continued for the whole day ~nd

mn, which carried ammunition and other ecssential
supplies, advanced without a mshap

Determination and Diligence

On April 10, Lt Ranc performed 2 miracle when
cleared a huge roadbloch single-handed After gong further
ahead, the lcading carrier came across a forrmdable roadblock
of five big pine trees surrot.nded by muaes and covered by
machine gun fire Lt Rane got to his work agam mspite of
heavy hostile fire, e support of one troop of tanks
cleared 1t before dawn, not carng for his personal safety and,
at tumes, without food or rest Lt Rane kept busy for four
censelessly untit our column could reach Chingas
¢Param Vir Chakra® Winnex Jadunath Singh

and outstanding

December 18—For gallantry
mu ard Kashmir operations Naik

and with th

days

New D.lh1
heroism 10 the Jam
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adunath angh of the Rajput Regiment was posthumously
awarded the Param Vir Chakra, Republican India s highest
mihtary honour Nail Jadunath Singh who 13 the fourth
recipient of the award hailed from village Khajun  District
Shahjchanpur Uttar Pradesh

In February 1948 at a time when tle defence of
Naushehra was vital and the approaches to the town were
guarded by a small force 1n the face of overwhelmng numbers
of hostiles Natk Jadunath Singh was n command ofa
forward vost The hostiles numbering about 500 made
desperate attempts to break through the defences and surg®
forward 1n waves to overs helm the small picquet manned by
one section i playing admirable qualities of leadership
Jadunath employed hus meagre force with such skill that the
enemy was forced to retire in confusion  When a second
attack was made Jadunath once again inspiréd his men some
of whom bad become casualties to put upa dogged resistance
When the hostiles increased 10 numbers returned to make 2
final assault Jadunath despite being wounded rose to the
occaston to gve battle  All his men had become csualtics
by this tim

Sten gurin hand Jadunath Singh dashed forward from
Tus trench and opened a devastating fire at the encmy who
had come within 15 yards of the defence line  His Perou®
had the desired effects and an impending defeat was turned
wnto victory Jadunath hvd been n battle contmuouwsly for
tv o hours since day break When the hostiles were retreat n
mndisorder a chance bullet hut tum onthe head andh
succumbed (o 1t on the saot It 1 as discovered Iater that he
had recenved e ght wounds dunng the action

Thus chargine single handed at the advancng enesm?
Jadunath Singh pecformed the b hest act of gallantry 8
s<lf sacnifice and by 10 dong saved lus pcquet from b0
over run 8t the wost entieal stage 1n the battle for the
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defence of N
aushehra”sud tf
he
of *Param Vir Chakra’ eitation announang the award

Bavildar Major Para Singh

Co:
Rofles ‘::spa“‘f :huld'\r Mayor Piru Sinch of the Rjputana
outstand posthumously anarded the Param Vir Chakra for
ing gallantry 1n the Knshmir operations

On t
Singh \\'\:I :l\l:g;::’ ﬁ({u\y 17, 1918, 1 Company of which Piru
capture a gh hulf £ Ar Major was detuled to attack and
dug hxmsc]rg il ferture <outh of Tathwal  The enemy had
narrow, 1 CIC well, with MMG’s covening the steep and
advanced lit leading to the ferture  As our Company
of grenade i'cncounu:red heavy machine gun fire nd a hasl
the fore sd rom both flanks and more than half the men of
ather kl\zl"dmo“ section, which Piru Singh was leading, were
Singh ra“c dor wounded Undeterred by these losses, Piru
attach, 1 1ed the remnants of s small force and  pressed his
sphat i‘r\\ ard with unfinching determination  Grenade
s el C"}S\ ad wounded him in several places and rpped up
ene othes He managed, however, to reach the top of the
my position and taking 1 desperate leap nto the trench

In completc disregard of his personal safety, he bayonetted
the enemy gun crew

d that he was fightung single-
handed, the rest of the men of lus section having been killed
or wounded Another grenade wounded iman the face but
he crawled out of the trench  With blaod gushing down
from his lacerated face, he turned his attention to the next

enemy position where, too he bayonetted two to death It
was while attempting to attack the third enemy bunher that
bullet and was hilled but an

he was hit 1n the head by 2
explosion n this bunher showed that Piru Singh s grenade

had done 1ts work here also
nnouncing the award to Picu Singh sard ~

Piru Singh now realise

The caitationa
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He pard with his Wfe for hus singularly brave act He left
for the rest of huis comrades a unique example of single
handed bravery tnd determianed courage

WINNER OF TWO GALLANTRY AWARDS

A Brave Gurkha

Among those who + ere presented gallantry awardsat
the investiture at Rashtrapatt Bhavan on August 15, 1953
was Hawvildar Lal Bahadur Khattrr of the Gorkha Rafles who
s the first rec pient of two of free Indias gallantry
awards He won both the Maha Vir Chakra and Vir Chakra
dunng the hashmir operations

The action in which Lal Bahadur was awarded the
Maha Vir Chakra took place on the mght of May 17 1948
The Havildar was leading bus platoon in an attack agamnst
a strongly held enemy posttion near Poonch  When the
enemy launched a heavy counter attack Lal Bahadur s
platoon finding th 1 hort of began to
fall back but he himself refused to withdsaw and continued
to hold the position single handed  His courage prosuded
the 1ncentine to the men of his platoon wha returned to the
fight and the position was held 1nspitc of heavy encm)
pressure

Dunng tle ensuing fighting Hav  Lal Bahadur hifted
one of his wounded comeades at great personal rik  for he
was within easy range of cnemy guns  During ths act of
gallantry and sclf sacnifice  Lal Bahadur tad to feht 1
v ay back to safety v hle dragging the wounded saldies
with him

The entation announcing the award said tf at Hw 1al
Bahadur s was an ourstand ng example of gallantry and his
act showed sheer cool courage and able teadership
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H
D.smc::\ rI;\;\l Babadur hails from the Char Hasar Parbat
. Mﬂao cpal  He jmned the Armyn 1931 and served
3110 1941 where he was made 1 pnisoner of war by

the Japanc
se He seny
operations ed throughout in the JIhnshmr

Captain Kishan Singh ”

o ml“‘::; !;xlr:;:c-\dlcrslnp, courige wnd remartable presence

et (non C"g the Jammu 1nd hashmir operations, Licute~

Regiin ptun) hishan Singh Rathore of the Rajput
was awarded the Maha Vir Chakra

On
of pm;‘::’:“::;rﬁ Nl‘.HB, Lieut Rathore was commander
directed bre s at aushehra on which the hostiles had
strong the rard tack With - force more than 1 battalion
postion ers continuously attached Licut Rathore’s
only Undcgl was defended by a weak company of 70 mea
company suﬁ‘::r;dLby the large number of casualties his
one. pose 1o ed, Lieut Rathore rushed continuously from
snaprad hus manmhcr in utter disregard of his safety, and
en to fight to the last man and last round

carn?;r:g the later stages of fighting, Lt Rathore personally
well s llnmunmon on his head and kept the various posts
with pplied  Seemng this gallant action, his men fought

great z al and determnation- and threw the encmy
back with heavy casualties By this action, he saved the key
position 1n the defence of Naushehra ‘Thus act of gallantry ,
said the citaton, “was of the hughest order and beyond

all praise

Maha Vir Chakra For
for acts of gallantcy approved by

Light more awards
unced 1n the Gazetle of India

the President of India, were anne
on December 10, 1955

Shn M Ismnl, 2 civilan labourer, has been awarded
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Maha Vir Chakra for display of a very high degree of
bravery devotion to duty and disregard for his personal
safety on two occasions during the kashmir operations

i 1948

On the 23rd Jun 1948 1n Zopla Pass aren in Jammu
and Rashmir  he d splayed outstanding shill in nejotiating
the almost 1mpassable slopes in an effort to recover one of
the men of a reconnassance  patrol from a main picquet who
w 5 ambushed and severely wounded 1o the Jung By the
superb physical effort he got to the wounded man  bundled
himup in hs blanket and brought him to safety

Agan on the 14th September 1948 at Zopla Pass during
an attack on an important hill feature { Chabutra) by
3JAT Ismal volunteered to accompany that umitasaguid
knov ing full well that 1t entailed great personal danger
Advancing with the leading scouts inspite of close and
continuous fre  he gwmded the troops and 1t was only when
a hidden MMG from about 20 yards distance had wiped
out the Icading hine that he fell 1nto the enemy hands and
became a prisoner His cool deterrination and utter
fearlessne s 1n Jeadin,, the troops through nearly impassable
passage enabled the rest of the troops to get close to the
enemy and engage them

Vir Chakra decorations have been conferred on Sepoy
Mange Ram 3 Battalion The Jat Regiment (Pmlhumom)
and Hav ldar Mokand Singh [ Patiala (R3) Infamiry for
the d play of gatlantry courage determination and sacrifice
m the f ce of the enemy of a very high order

Four other indiiduals Jamadar Rulbw Thapa and
Rfn  Ganeshbahadur T g—both of 5 Battalion The®8
Gorkha Rufles Hawildar S § Bhandan AOC Depot
Bawtalion have also been awarded Ashoka Chakra Class 111
for showing frecence of mind  personal courage and sclfiess-
ness i the task of saving others
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A Brave Dhob

New Delhy, January 24, 1951—At 2 ceremonnal paride
i Delln Cantonment on January 29 1951, General h M
Canappa, presented the Mahavir Chikra to civilinn dholn
Ram Chandra, the first cnvilian to win Indin’s second
highest gallantry 2ward

Ram Chandra who was attaiched to 2n  Engineer
Ield Unit in Kashmir, was accompinying a convoy to
Jammu on December 18, 1947 when 1t was attached
by a strong tribal force who had created a road block
by removing the decking from a brndge over which the
convoy had to pass Ram Chandra helped his Commanding
Officer to replace the decking while the bridge was under
continuous fire When the Officer Commanding was
wounded, he took his mfle and help the enemy at bay
with well-directed covering fire, which enabled the officer
and his vehicle to get across the bridge Cut off from
the rest of the company, the dhobi helped the wounded
officer, who was 1n a state of collapse due to loss of blood,
to the nearest post 8 muiles away, acung as an advance
scout to ensure that the way was clear for the officer to
move

The official citation mahkmng the award said, “Ram
Chandra’s devotion to the officer was far beyond the call
of duty His coolness under fire and courage were
unequalled

Heroic Feat of Gorkba

For displaying dash jand determunation of a very high
order m the face of overwhelming odds L/Havildar Ram
Parshad Gurung 3 Gorhha Rufles was warded the Maha

Vir Chakra

After the preaking up of the Zopla defence on
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~ovember 2 1948 2 platoon was sent up Badgumbar
Nar to round up the rarders The Platoon suddenly
came up agamnst heavy and accurate close range enemy
fire from a well dug in bunker 1In order to avod
casualties 1t was necessary to find two men who would
creep up and knock out the bunker Gurung was the
first to volunteer himsell and rrept forward with grenades
and stengun  He was followed by a nfleman and both
were covering each other It was the dashing and daring
spit shown by L/Hav Gurung and the way he planned
the attack that got us the hostile position

Once again during the attack on another featurc
ths NCO was responstble for capturing an ecnemy
position without loss to his secion  On both occasions
he showed a keen sense of duty and danng leadership
and was annspiration to his men

Gallant Major Chopra

Major Satya Pal Chopra of the 3rd Para Battalion
the 5th Mahratta Light Infantry was posthumously
awarded the Maha Vir Chakra for gallantey tn the Jammu
and hathmur operations

The award relates to an action on the formidable
il feature called Pir Thil Nikka which tried the Trdun
troops mettle to the full

Major Chopra was commanding the left forward

company duning the advance on Jhangar The hostiles
lay on the hill feature strongly entrenched with thar
bunkers vell camouflaged They held thar fire untl
Major Chopras company and another company 0B the
night were in an open space of ground only 200 yards
away from thear pontion Both companies came under
heavy fire and were pinned to the ground Mapt
Chopra immediately rushed forward with enc platoon to
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capt

“iuzl;r;cgnlc;mc';imlc positon During this move he

b rlc frce but inspite of the mnjury he,

o order o of men, continued to engige the enemy
gue covening fire to the rest of the troops

L
csacu::::; :\)i:uc;}r Chopr turned lus attention 1o the
o on of, lxsmmmndcd men to safety lour of his
S\H.'P! b)’ htavz' f‘ oln thc CXPOSCd g'ound “thh .
A hazza1; nine  gun fire from the enemy
remove e op L rds of the situation, he managed to
fourth e was ahes mmteln but while he was gomng for the
he head and fell dead

The
Chopra m:lc;anon announcing the ward sud, “Major
discharge ofc}, the supreme sacnfice of his lbfe n the
comrades H 1s duties in order to save the lnes of s
personal Safctl: llmd‘;"‘hlp and complete isregard to
115 —.
of the ighest O’l’dcr [devouon to duty and gillantry were

A Hero of Kumaon

r
the oothUlSlandmg gallantry i Jammu and hashmir State,
Jampds umous award of Maha Vir Chahra was gven ton
adar from Patiala and a Naik from Almora

heavily snow covered aren
in the Kashmir province
Patialr (RS) Infantry
Mansa District Barnaln
£ mind when he saved his
d by the enemy

Commanding n platoon n a
w May 1948 near Machho
Jemadar Hardeva Singh of the lst
[Village Dhan Singh Khana, Tehsil
(Patiala) ] showed great presence O
entire platoon from peing anmhilate

ate enemy fire from well pre-

pared and concealed positions, and finding no other way out,
Jemadar Hardeva Singh ordered us men to move through a
hail of automatc and mortar fire m an attempt to collect

Faced by ntensely accur
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them near the hillside and heep the enemy engaged from
there till further remforcements arrnved  He refused to take
cover humself until he was s t: fed that all his men had been
pulled out

The citation says  The Jemadar displayed grt and
calmness of the highest degree  His utter fearlessness and
quict demeanour p t heart into his men  Though he was
motally ded he dechined to be ded to and msisted
on the other wounded being dressed up first

KUMA0N RE BACHO J4N CHALI JF1E LEKIV
DUSHMAN KL A TUKRE TUKRE Kk 1R DALO PICHF
NAHIN HATN A ( Childr n of humaon tear the enemy 1o
preces today ecen if yo r Ife 15 lost  Dont withdran) were h
last words f Natk Nar Stn b (Yallage Kotult P O Fotuk Paltt
Malla Suta Dustrict Almora ) of the 4th Kumaon Regument af
e lay dyt g in an enemy bunker ata fatu e orth of the Jhelumin
Tashm O ¢ of s hands was snll clutcht g the Brengun bt
that te had ¢ ptured fom thee ¢ 3

In May 1948 while his company attached a hill featr
nea Ctak th strongly forufied by the enemy uh no
companys a secion of MMGS six LMGS nfle grenades

nd 3 mortar fire Naik Nar Singh though 1 ound d by 38
enemy bullet personally led the acuion into ateack and Jumped
mto an enemy LAMG bunker bayoneted two of the g 1
and captured the gun His bold and swift acuon roated
the encmy and forced h m to quat tl feature leav ng behind
one medium machine gun  two lisht machine g ms  onc 2
wortar one pistol sgnal seven nfles and a large quantity
of ammunition and stores

Theet tionsaud  “Nak Nar Sughs eamyplecs S
sacnfce de otion 1o duty and determination (o exte smsb3e
the ergmy are s me of the rare d eds of gallant y
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Hera of 700 Casualyes

For saving a verv vital position and nflicting well over
700 casualues on the enemy while he was 1n command of an
MMG post 1n the Naushehra sector in the Jammu areq, Naik
Arishna Sonawane of 1 Mahar MG Regiment was awarded
the \Maha Vir Ghakra

In Tebruary 1948, the cnemy mounted a large scale
offensive, with more than one batt~hion agamst our Naushchra
picquets  Nah Sonawane commanded one of our advanerd
MMG posts which was subjected to a mass formatton attack
from all directions  Eis gun started firng at pomnt blank
range, but, undaunted, the enemy made several abortive
attempts to assault his post The number of enemy dead
continued to pile up in front of him At a cntical juncture,
No 1 of the gun was wounded 1n the neck and an LMG
burst from close range perforated the right hand of Naik
Sonawane Pushing away the casualty and unmindful of
his own wound, Sonawane coptinued to fire with his left
hand But this was not the end  Soon after, the gun itself
was damaged beyond repair, and the enemy, encouraged by
the stopping of firing, infiltrated to very close quarters
Sonawane continued to inspre s gun team and hept the
enemy at bay with the help of hand grenades  The attack
was finally beaten off

The citation said, This NCO displayed personal
courage determmation, coolness and devotion to duty, and
gave outstanding lead to hus men for a very trymng period

of two hours ’

Forwarding off a serious threat to his convoy 1n the face
of overwhelming odds and keeping the enemy engaged for
the whole day with the meagre resources at s disposal,
Subedar Nadikerianda Nanjappa Bheemiah of the 638 Com
pany , Army Supply Corps, was awarded the Vir Chakra
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Lt Colonel Khushal Chand

Lt Colonel hhushal Chand winner of Mahavie Chakra
award for exceptional bravery i hashmir operations e
cently dicd 1n a plane crash while serving the International
Commussion for supecvision and coatrol n Laos  Hu
herotsm became the subject of many folk songs 1n kulu and
Ladakh  An interesting feature of his sacrifice was that
his cousin happened to be the commander and both were
etager to sacrifice their life to save the other  Hailing from
Lahaul in the hangra District of Punjab Khushal Chand
was granted his commssion 1 1940 He served with the
2nd Battalion of the Dogra Regiment which was onc of the
carhest umts 1o be sent to defend hashnur agamst the
raiders1n 1947 In the following year Khushal Chand
who was then 2 major volunteered to go to Leh to helpin
the raming of a Local Mihua Force and to conduct the
defence of Ladakh Valley For full four months with only
a handful of men the young officer delayed the encmy$
advance toward Leb along the Indus Valley  He conducted
Guerilla warfare very skilfully and was awarded Mahaurt
Chakra for lis daring and 1imtative dunng this campaign
Throughout these operat ons despite lack of rations mortaf
and ammunitions Major hhushal Chand Ied his small bard
of men sith vigour and by personal example of exceptional
daning he carried out his task successfully maintamung the
high traditions of the Indian Army

Long Live Brigadier Usman

In December 1947 a large number of enemy whose
morale had been greatly enhanced by the fall of Jhangat
gathered round Nauwshera and virtually lad seige to this
mmportant place  Brigadier Usman was 10 command
50 Para Bngade which was located 1 Nauthera By
personal example he kept up the morale not only of s owd
troops but alsa of th ¢l populaon and organused
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properly the defence of this strategic locality, winch
was 30 coreted by the enemy, and also of the Line of
Communications

On February 6, 1948, approsimately 10,000 enemy,
mawly tnbesmen from the North West Irontier Province,
launched mine determined attacks on hus positions from il
directions Duning the height of this grim battle, when
situation on one of the most important sectors was extremely
cntical, Bngadier Usman, who had only very small local
reservesin hus hand, quickly appreciated the situation 2nd
despatched reinforcements to Tam Dhar, a vital feature,
after personally briefing them, when the area around his
Headquarters was being shelled and mortared  The men,
mfused by his spist and hus leadershup, drove home the
counter-attack  Naushera was saved  Throughout ths
banl:, which lasted for two days and nights, many were the
occasions when Brigadier Usman himself and at grave risk
to hus person, visited positions which were hard pressed

200 Enemy Killed

His devotion to duty, s leadership, s coal and
calculated bravery, his admurable conduct of this battle, were
the mamn reasons of our winmng and the enemy repulsed
with such heavy losses Approtxmatcly': 2000 dead encmy
bodtes were counted after this battie—a major victory in the
history of the Jammu and Kashmir campaign

In March 1948, thus officer led hus brigade with such
skill and determnation that m spite of heavy opposition
and difficulues ot weather and of terrain, Jhangar was
recaptured  This success was largely due to his leadershup
and devotion to duty

Time and agaw, this officer, who was adored by one
and all and who followed him with smphest fauh, led his
brigade to victary by dmt of matchless courage, outstanding
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jeadership and skilful planning The successtal defence ol
Naushehra will hve 1n the history of the Indian Army as one
of 1ts great victonies when so much was achiesed by so
small a force will alvays be connected with Brigader
Usman s name  In this battle he gave superb example o
wmspining leadership and outstanding courage  Lon Ine
Mohammad Usman who died for the unity of India and
defence of hashmir

The Burning of Baramulla

By Frank Moraes

Ten years ago Baramulla shot nto world headhaes
v hen the tnbal raiders aided and abetted by Pakistan
poured into this small township midway between Srnagaf
and Un and for nearly a week indulged 1n an orgy of
burning pillage looung rape and murder The tale hs
often been told and the testimony 1s there  Yet of the man
strange twists 1a the tragedy of hashmir none 13 more ronc
than the fact that the Western-dominated Security Council
with the horrors of Baramulla staring 1t 1n the face should
have hesitated to characterise such conduct as agg ersion and
to name the aggressors  If Baramulla was not a victim 10
tanatcal hate and aggression no more was Ladice

There ere few vesuges of those days of horror lef
when 1 drove through thi slecpy township on my way fro®
Srinogar to the cease fire line beyond Un By the maw
highway 1s a memorzal to the youthf il Mohammed \Magboo!
Sherwant a National Conference worker who was torture
and finally done to death by the rarders Them m 7 !
stands on the spot where they crucified hum and  fief
© tting 1 d on hi wnthing tortused
body hacked lum to death

Sh rwani died Ueavely Long lne hashmit and
Indis
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“I have plenty more,” he said, “if you want more”

Looking 4t the jar the nun recogmsed 1t as one of many
In the Coment pantry which the raider had obviously
voted Other ncidents were less humorous and more
gruesome A raider who came for medical treatment had
the fingers of one of his hands covered with rings

“Where did you get these *’ 2 nun inquired

“Oh,” said the raider blandly, *I hilled fificen men to
get them °’

After some days, said the Itahian nun “a stout, round,
rolypoly of a man arnved before whom the rarders prostrated
themselves It was the Pir of Manhs Shanf

“The two nfant children” of Colonel and Mrs Dykes
were brought before him, and the Pir solemnly presented
thirty rupees to both of them

“Aren’t you ashamed,” sard one of the nuns, “to give
thirty rupees to the children whoie parents your men have
halled »»

The Pir said nothing but with his arnval the condition
of the nuns and the Convent improved, and the injured
and 11l among them were taken by convoy to Abbottabad

So slowly the mightmare lifted, and in time the Indian
troops chased the raiders from Baramulla The nuns are
still there, and presumably can be question by anyU N
representative  And yet the Security Council, shutting 1ts
eyes to facts such as these, complacently continues 1n
refusing to admat that there was any aggression 1 kashmurl



CHAPTER XI

THE GREAT NAVAL REVOLT
300 Dead 15000 Wounded

This 1s the story of the forgotten heroes of the Great
Naval Revolt on 19th Feb 1946 that led 10 freedom On
the teath anmversary of the Great Naval Revolt today
we pay silent homage to the brave patriots who laid down
their lives or were wounded and maimed who fought m
any manner and at whatever price unarmed the mght
of the Brish Lopire so that India might be free from
foreign oppression

There val! probably be no formal functions n0
wreath layings nor will bugles and trumpets blow Most
surviving participants of that Revolt are today out of the
Navy unrelated to the seats of power and leading the
1fe of the people colourlessly described as the masses

300 Dead 15 000 Wounded

The toll of the Revolt was at least three hundred dead
and fifteen thowsand wounded 1n the City of Bombay alone
People 1n Karachi and Calcutta also paid with ther hves
and Limbs on a smaller scale

It 35 not easy to evaluate preas ly the contnbution the
Revolt made to our national struggle for b ration  Nor
would 1t be meet or proper to make any adverse enticism
of anyone  We would not alta tear the Revolt out of its
context and hold a post mortem not today any way The
oceasion 15 100 solemn for working up passions Jt ¥
however 11 ht to remember certain sigmificant facts oyt
tinely and dupassionately
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Prime Minister Attlee, spealing 1n the British Park
ment on Februnry 22, 1946, clammed that “the Congress
Party officials hae disclaimed particpation” in this epic
event  The Congress leaders did, m fact, refrain from
commenting on the ments of the case, a very strange thing
for them to do, indeed, for, in the matter of 1ssmng state-
ments to the press and making speeches, they had never
so far failed to seize the shghtest provocative occasion or
cvent  Indeed, had the Revolt been in Timbuctoo, in
which one brown man was 1avolved against one white man,
the occasion would have been considered to be of a granty
warrantuing a special Working Commuttee Meeting, resolu
tions and public pronouncements

Intervention of Indian Leaders

Some leaders, however, not wanting to be ‘left out’
mtervened  Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad met the
Commander 1in Chief, Gen Sir Claude Auchwnlech ( later
Field Marshal, and declared on February 22, through the
Press, that he had secured an assurance from the C 1n.G
that there would be no victimisation of the men who had
revolted 1f they surrendered unconditionally

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel endorsed the Maulana
Saheb s appeal and sent mmperative messages calling upon
the men of the Navy to surrender The men surrendered
on the 23rd mormng

On the 25th the Cin C clanfied his assurance given
through the Maulana Saheb While, he said there would
be no victimsation, those tried and found guilty of engincer
ing or conducting the “mutiny wonld be pumshed If
the men found the distincuon made here as thhou_: a
dufference they had only themselves to blame

On the 27th, 1n Bombay alone three hundred and
ninety six men from the various shore establishments and
<hins were arrested and whisked away to Mulund Camp
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Pandit Nehru later explamned to the men when he
met them at a rendezvous arranged by the wnter that
the C-n Gs ioterpretation of the word victimisation
was the one he himself had put on 1t when during certan
carlier negotiattons with Wavell the latter had suggested
to Nehru that 1n the cvent of a transfer of power to Indian
hands there should be no  victimusation  of the services

Revolt Led To Freedom

It 13 srrclevant whether the Congress actively assisted
the Revolt or not  Because of the Congress apathy how
ever if there was apathy the Revolt should not loose its
sigmficance altogether  Posterity has a nght to scertm
1ts correct perspective

The Labour Gavernment in Brstain had nomunated a
highpower Cabinet Mission to wvisit India and negouate
a settlement with Indian leaders  The Congress was
commutted to receive and conduct these negotiations with
the Mission 1 an atmosphere conducive to ats success
Naturally a Revolt on the eve of the Missions wvisit was
embarrassing And yet the Revolt had urdoubtedly
popular support  Thus the Congress was on the horns
of a dilemma

That the Mission came briefed not to make an uncon
dit onal gift of freedom to India 1s patent to all students
of history What did happen then between the Mussion
and the declaration of independence for the people of
India to persuade the Brush to quit India lock /nock
and barrel so burriedly

Undoubtedly the Jesson of the Revolt had a great deal
to do with this change of mind without a corresponding
change of heart

The Batsh Labour did not thereby embrace the
panoiple a rght to govern themselves Large parts of
Afnca and termtories [ke \falaya and West Indies did
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Sherwan; was one martyr among many, hashmr and
non Kashmun, ncluding some Europeans who were butchered
1 the precincts of the Cathalic Convent and hospital run by
nuns of the Franciscan Order of Mary

Hornfying

Ispent an entire afternoon at Baramulla, for the most
part at the Convent and hospital where I heard the hornfying
letails of those days of terror from three nuns—onec an
talian, one a German and the third a Spamard—who were
vitnesses to, and fortunate survivors of the looting and
aling  In my day I have seen some violence, particularly
s a war correspondent 1n the last war But there was
omething strangely and deeply mowving in the accounts of
hese three women who ten years after their mightmare
xperiences could retail them placidly toa stranger and
secount some of them with even a trace of whimsical
humour

“We never thought we would be attacked,” said the
Itahian nun who has worked 30 years in Kashmir and speals
Kashmiri and Urdu fluently “The raiders swarmed into
our compound one mormng, and suddenly the whole place
was full of them They took away everything—beds,
mattresses, door knobs, electrical fittings lamps, chairs,
tables, curtains, groceries—oh anything they could move
And what they could not take they destroyed They
smashed to pieces our X ray equipment and entering our
church desecrated 1t, destroying all the sacred images, the
tabernacle vestments and candles ’

She went on to describe the kilings A small woman
herself she referred continuaily to the raiders as huge big
men—"-so tall and fierce, and they carried all sorts of
smplements—guns, swords, kmves, axes, spears and bayonets,

and the tips of many of therr spears and bayonets dripped

with blood ’
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The rarders came in demanding money ¢ Sora soma
they clamoured flourt hing their guns and knnes

The Gold Teeth

—We had no gold said the young Spanish nun

and we carry no moncy I told them so  Alf of a sudden

one of the raiders saw I had two gold teeth in my mouth

They demanded them but I said 1 could not take them off

as they were fitted in - They threw me against a tree held

me and tried to hack the gold teeth out with knves  They
were not human beings but brutes

Here said the Spanish nun pomting to a spot not far
from the door of the church 15 where they killed Colonel
Dykes

Col Dykes who was only 33 was attached to the Sikh
Regument and his wife who had recently had a child in the
hosptal was also 1 the Convent grounds The rasders took
away the Colonels money his wnst watch fountain pen
and other knick knachs as also his coat

The Colone)  said the nun  was standing there in bis
shirt when another party of raiders came along 20
demsanded money fromhim He told them he had non¢
whereupon one of them drew lis gun and shot hum He
was 2lso stabbed

By that time the convent and hospital grounds wered
shambles and there was pandemonium everywhere

As they footed and attacked us the raiders kept
shouting Pakistan has come  said the Jtahan oun )
only knew that the dewil had come

In thew lust and fury the raders did not ducriminate
ben een men and women  They shot the Mother Superior
wounded another nun and killed %Mrs Dykes whose naked
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body was later discovered 1n a well  Colonel Dyles and huis
\ufcﬂ left behind them two nfant children, both of whom
weee at that time 1n the convent grounds A Spanmish woman

pahent i the hospital as also a Hindu woman patent were
kiled 1n thesr beds

“The ruders ran about the compound screeclung and
*houting hike mad men,’ said the ltalan nun I was m a
verandah when a rader approached me with an axe,
femoved the nun's coif covering my head, and sewng me by
my hair flourished Ius axe 1 thought I was gomg to die,
but suddenly another rmder who had come upon a locked
chest shouted something, and my raider threw me aside 1
thwk he thought there was treasure or money 1 the chest,
Iran anay ”

‘The Italian nun was to face death a second time There
were at the time twelve nuns 1n the convent, and the rawders
later seszed mine of them, 1ncluding the Italian, Spanish and
German nuns with whom I spoke and ordered them to stand
1 & hne before a fining party

The mother Supenior who accompanied me around the
convent described the scene

They were made to line up there,” Jhe said mdicating
a path along a lawn  “The German nun with whom jou
spoke was one of them

She’s @ very caln phlegmauc sost of person  She’s
been here 24 years working m the hospital  She was one of
the last to be brought in by the raiders, and when they
divected her to stand 1o the hne she didn’t know why She
asked the nun next to her the reason  “They re gong to
shoot us, was the reply «Oh, 13 that s0? said the German
nun and folding her arms behind her bach and squanng her

shoulders she fell into hoe ”



What saved them ? T asked

A muracle said the Mother Superior  They were
about to be shot and the raiders had actually levelled thex
guns at them when a Pakistant officer rushed through the
gate there shouting stop stop

The nuns along with a couple of Cathohc priests some
patients and a number of Stkh and Hindu refugees who had
escaped the raiders scrutny were then bundled into a wing
of the Convent where they stayed for some days Off and
on the raders returned  at times for medical aid  at other
times to demand that the women be surrendered to them a
demand which the priests resolutely refused

Firm Resistance

‘You may kil all of us but you cannot take them
they declared  And the raiders warned by ther leaders to
leave the Convent staff alone desisted from proceeding beyond
threats

I saw the graves of Colonel Dykes and his wife buried
side by side beneath a simple + hite cross

We had nothing with which to dig their graves o0
of the nuns remarked The raiders had taken everything
It took hours to dig their graves with sticks and other crude
ymplements

The brutality of the raiders was scen even among thost
who came to the hosprtal for medical treatment  One of
them after having hus wounds dressed and sutched  coo'ly
pocketed the sassors and forceps which were used for hi
benefit

Occasionally they relented in thei cruelty Onedsy
a saider seeing one of the nuns who was dustressed and
overwhelmed by the happenings arourd her weeping offered
hera jarof jam



fotrecewe freedom  Also, as long s the Buiush that il
beople everywhere have Labour Cabinet felt confident that
the Indian personnel of the armed forces could be rehed
upon to be willing tools for contanmg Indian natonalism,
the furthest concessions they would have made would have
been a scheme of subsidiary position for Indin amongst the
Bntish domimons  The Revolt shattered that confideace

Let us Jook at the facts of the Mutiny On February
19, 1946, the people of Bombay saw the unusual spectacle
of large numbers of boys m naval uniform demonstraung
near Cnstle Barracks, the Naval depot withun the historic
Bombay Fort, shouting patriotic slogans and waving
nationalist and revolutionary flags Lvents then developed
fast

Bombay In State of Siege

This was officially termed a “Mutmy” and orders went
out for the arrest of the demonstrators the next day and
the Army was called in for the purpose The men of the
Navy, in self defence, captured Castle Barracks and ail
the Navy’s ships 1n port, about thirty n number, including
the I'lag Shup of Vice Admyral Godfrey, the I'lag officer
Commandmg, R I N

On the refusal of the Indian troops to open fire on the
men hold up in Castle Barrachs which was surrounded,
Briish remforcements were called m by md day and the
bombardment commenced The men had possession of
the arsenal in the establishment and fought back, shot

for shot

When Vice Adoural Godfrey demanded the un
conditional surrender of all men in the ships and n
Castle Barracks on threat that otherwise they would be
splasted out and, as a further threat, caused bomber
awrcraft to fly over the port, the Flag Ship “Narbada”
signalied all shups to tram therr guns on the Chowpatty
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Seaface and the Marine Drne a stritegy that pad off
by brnging out morttfied Con_ress men to appeal to the
authonities ot to provoke  the destruction of the
beautiful and costly mansions

Natronwide Revolt

On the 2Ist reports poured mn from all principal
ports and cities where there were naval establishments
of sympathetic strikes and demonstrations

The HMIS Hind s 4 mne ping sloop of
1190 tons mounung tw#o 4 guns with I ght armaments
had been captured by the men but was bewsg bombarded
{from the shore by Brtish troops

Simularly the shore establishments HMIS Chamak
Himalaya and  Bahadur  1n Rarachy  the HMIS
Adyar 1n Madras the HMIS  Crrcars  1n Vizagapatam
and the HMIS Hooghly 1n Calcutta were all reported
to be on sympathetic strike

Indian Navy ships m Colombo waters played a ruse
on Royal Naval ships in the wiamty Jest they should
rush to Bombay to help bombard the revolung ships
They ent out false alarms and sent the Royal Naal
ships scurrying to the help of ghost vessels in distress in
Akyab and Maunuus

In Bombay all shore establshments and navy vessels
were on strike and were joned by men of the R 1 A F
and some Indian troops

The people of Bombay also fose as one man and
a heroc endeavour to save the massacre of thic inpocents
planned by the Britt b created cordit ors in which mobility
Jor thesw forces was next to smpussble Al Yoes of
communications were esther cut or barncaded There was
avirtual s ar
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The Bombiy Government imposed 2 dust to dawn

curfew, which made no difference to the ferocity of the
wir

Alarmed at the turn of events and feehng that the
purpose of the revolt was fully served the Central Strike
Commuttee, which met at 2 o’clock 1n the early hours of
the 23rd at Churchill Chambers 1n Colaba, decided
upon a surrender of the men at day break

In Karach: the HMIS “Hmndustan” fell, after a heroie
stand 1 which siv Lives were lost and thirty three men
seriously wounded

The origin of the Revolt goes back to an mncident a
fort mght prior to that On TIebruary 22, 1946, Vice-
Admiral Godfrey was due to visit the HMIS “Talwar’, the
Royal Indian Navy's Signal School 1n Bombay

In the early hours of that morning the walls of the
establishment were found plastered with the slogans

QUIT INDIA'! and JAI HIND !

One Leading Telegraphsst, P C Datta, was placed
under close arrest by the authorities on the suspicion of s
3 1n the poster campaign He was subsequently
he ranh of Telegraphist and dismussed  The
4 some unrest among the ¢ Talwar”
flection for this fine, young man from

participatior
reduced to t
Datta mcident cause
men who had greata

Bengal
On the 17th eveninig the dinner served 1n the “Talwar’
ted of the usual rice with the customary sprinkhing of
consis sullen for over a fortnight over

es, but 10 the men,
S’:}:‘ I;att'l neident, this was the Ist show They declined

to cat that meal which they sard was not fit for pigs That

atself constituted «)\utiny”’ for the Navy
When the complaint was laid before the Commanding

Officer Commzmdcr Bird the next morning, s blood pres
CCIy
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Seaface and the Manne Drne a strategy that pad off
by bringing out mortified Con ress men to appeal to the
authorities not  to provoke the destruction of the
beaunful and costly mansions

Nationwide Revolt

On the 2Ist reports poured 1n from all prinaipal
ports and cities where there were naval establshments
of sympathetic strikes and demonstrations

The HMIS Hindustan 4 mne sweeping sloop of
1190 tons mounting two 4 guns with light armaments
had been captured by the men but was being bombarded
from the shore by British troops
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and the HMIS Hooghly 1n Calcutta were all reported
to be on sympathetic strike

Indian Navy ships 1 Colombo waters played a ruse
on Royal Naval ships sn the vieimty lest they should
rush to Bombay to help bombard the revoltng ships
They ent out false alarms and sent the Royal Maval
ships scurrying 1o the help of ghost vessels s distressin
Akyab and Maunuus

In Bombay all shore establishments and navy vessels
were on strike and were jomned by men of the R 1 A F
and some Indian troops

Tie people of Bombay also rose as one man andn
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planned by the Brust  created corditiors 1n y hich mobithity
for ther forces 3as next 1o anpouble All Taes of
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